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P R E F A C E. 



JtLuRIPrDES was born in tfafe ifland of Salamis, 
in the fevcnty-fifch Olympiad j his parents Mnefar- 
chus and Clito having retired thither from AiihUm ac 
the tiii^e that city was menacied by the powerful ar-' 
mament of Xerxes. Hidorians are by no means 
A agreed aa to the rank of our Foetus l^^ather and Mo>- 
jQ tncr: the proofi which fome endeavour to adduce . 

of their nobility do not appear by any means con- 

iO vincing; and if we admit the oracle of Apollo to 

^ have been confulted by them during the prsgnancy 

^of CUto, in regard to the fortunes of theiV future 

^ Child, as an attention to the voice of fo'othfayers is 

50 by no means peculiar to thofe of high birth or. af- 

fiuence, it might be too precipitate to conclude from 

thence,, with Baylc, either that her ftation in life 

was fnpciiorto that of an hcrb-woman, or that the 

diftrcfled circumftances of her Huiband were not 

among his principal ipotives for changing the pfacC 

' Az ' ■ •■ '' 
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vi PREFACE, 

to itiere accidcnty and fvppofe that his mediutioosy 
caufed him to wander too far into a wood : he ap^ 
^«ar9, at the time this calamity hefel him, to bave 
been more than feventy years old. 

Archelaas caufed the temains of the Tragic Bsrd 
to be interred at Pella wick great foneral magnifi- 
cence. No (boner did the account of his death reach 
Athens^ than he was oniverfaily lamented by him 
countrymen ; Sophocles, like a generous rival, ap« 
peared dreA in moorning, and introduced his aftors 
oti the ftage without garlands. The road leadings 
iromdie city to the Firs us, was the fpot pitched 
i>pon by the Athenians for creeling a monumenc iia 
iionoux of Euripides. Thongh the pieces he cam* 
pofed were numerou9> being, according to fome 
writers i^etity-five, and according to bthcri ninety* 
two/ Mi&fchopulus hys he gained only five prizes, 
four whil^e living, *aod one after his death s fome 
yei^s; however, before he retired to Macedon, Piu« 
tatch rebates, in his Life of Nicias, that feveral 
Arhenkm fold'ttrs, whom c4ie Sicilians had taken 
p^ifeners, by repeating to their con<|tterors iome 
ve^fesf of Euripide?, obtained the kindeit treatment* 
and a i^edy releafe from their captivity. 

Loaginus celebrates Euripides for hjs peculiar ex* > 
celJt^nce in defcribing Love and Madnefs : talents for 
nioving'pity in a fuperier dcgtee to any other dra- 
mi^tc writer, have been with one confcnt allowed. to 
be hfs cbaraderiilic. Qtiintilian lecommends his 
Tragedies in the ilrongeU terms to pleaders at the 
bar I and it would here be cafy to fill many pages 
ivith tellimonies highly honourable to him, bach 
fitHn the antienttf and moderns : but the meiits of 
Kuripldes are To generaOy ki^ov/n, that I Qiall not 
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PREFACE. vii- 

attempt to enter on a minute difcoffion of them, be* 
ing fenfible that the.tranilaior of a favourite Author 
is of all men ieaft adequate lo the province ct im- 
partial Cricicifm. 

A confiderable portion of my time has for feveral 
years beeb employed in either forming or revifing 
thift ver£oa» which i fubmit to the decifion of the 
poblic» and aim by no means fanguiae in my hopes 
of its fuccefs : but whatever reception this undertak- 
ing may meet with, 1 (hall never be broueht to con* 
£der any labours as utterly fruitlefs which have in- 
troduced me to a more intimate knowledge of thefe 
valuable remains of antiquity, tlianl fhould other* 
wife in ail probability have acquired^ Such a fearch 
as {eemcd abiblately neceflary into moft of the com • 
meats and varioua readings, poured iji abundantly 
from tvtry quarter, very confiderabiy retarded my 
prqgtefs, but has not been without its ufc, in enab- 
ling me to re^Ufy fo me material errors which had ef- 
caped notice : after all the circumfpedion 1 have 
made ufe of, the number of my inaccuracies will I 
fear lUil be found confiderable, and would inevita- 
bly have been much greater^ but for the kindnefs of 
tho(e learned Friends who have taken the trouble of 
compaf ing my tranflation with the original, in paf<^ 
fages where the Author's fenle fccmed moll dubious. 
Another Gentleman, who died about fix years ago, 
leaving thoi'e who had the happinefs cf knowing 
him every reafon to regret his lols, favoured me at 
an early period vfuti fame ulcful remarks on luy ver- 
fion of theOrelles, and agreed with me that the fub- 
joining to it a fhort tliftoxy of the Houfe of Taiua-. 
Jus might be of fervice, towards makiog events with 
which the greater partcf Euripidci'b 7iagcaics hive 
fome decree of conucdtion, bitter known lo iuch 
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viii PREFACE, 

rexdsrs as are not iatimatelv cDnvcrdml with the 
mythological records of thofe times» thin could have 
been done by fpihting what is there coiieded iftto a 
variety of dcuched ootes« 

A* for any help beyond what is alietdy mentioBed* 
I have had no coadjirtor either in the tranflation or 
notes, ibme of which f am feniible will to many be 
uninterefting, but are iaferted through a mere prin- 
ciple of felf •defence, as vouchers for my interpreta* 
tion. The ground-work on which 1 proceeded has 
been Bame&*s valoable edition : of this, as near 
ninety yeaj-s are naw elapfed fince its. pubiication, I 
may be iaduJged with the more fi eedom t« fpeakiiog 
a&y fentiments : to that learned Commetitdicor I jfeel 
myfelf under a mukimde of obligations, which. I 
ihall always acknowledge with plcafure : if it be ob« 
jeded that (ome of his notes are prolix and dtfalro* 
ry, it ought to be remembered on the other hand, 
that he had not only a confiderable (kill in verbal 
criticiCoi, but always, availed himielf of exteniive 
reading, aided by a peculiar bapptnefs of memory, 
for iiluftrating the mythology and cuftoms of the 
Anttencs) and throwing the clearell light on fome 
paflages which before were either totally mifonder- 
iload, or coniidered as uninteJigibJe. But fuch is 
the imperfe£lionof the human capacity, that no edi« 
tions are exempt from many defed«. In the copy of 
Barnes which I made ufe of, I have from time to time 
written down on the margin fuch corrections or va- 
riation^ as occurred to me on pet ufiag the notes of 
Valkenaer, Mr. M^rkland, Dr. Mufgrave, Mr. 
Tyrwhitt, Brunck, and others ; moft of which, ef- 
pecially thufe which were fo material as in any de* 
gree to interefl an Englifh reader, I afterwards ex- 
amined with a greatei decree of aitencion in revif- 
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PREFACE. ii 

ittg my tranflation. The Index fubjoined td the 
fourth volume is meant to aflift the Eaglifh reader, 
and (upply the moft material interpretations left de- 
ficient in my notei» which ace fometimes, I perceive, 
too thinly fcattered, cfpecially in the Fragments- 

Wherever the antient Editions are cited» I hare 
feldom failed turning to the pafiage in them, or com. 
fulting a quotation in its original Author before I 
ventured to tranfcribe it : but even in thefe refpe£ts 
the library of an obfcure individual will not always 
fecond the wilhes of -its owner, or enable him to 
proceed uniformly in his fearch ; nor mufl I omit 
mentioning among its deficiencies that of frequent*^ 
]y reducing me to give my own verfion of lines 
quoted from the Poets, becaufe I had none to copy. 
In regard to Manufcripts, wherever they are menti-, 
onedy I nroduce my vouchers, and am not able to 
fay any thing frommyfelf : to fiich readings, brought 
forward by later Editors, as are founded on their 
joint concurreiice, I have confidered th&*utmo(t de- 
ference as due; thefe I am very happy to find are 
by far tefs numerous and lefs ^hleni in their operation 
than I had been taught to apprehend . As for mere 
conje£lural alterations, from whatever quarter they 
proceed, or however eagerly they are maintained, 
they are univerfally allowed to be extremely danger- 
ous auxiliaries to a tranflator, unlefs their bpafted 
acutenefs and ingenuity is corroborated by a necefiity 
for their introdu^ion. 

At my firft entrance on this undertaking, I did 
not extend my views beyond a volume of feled 
Tragedies ; but the farther I proceeded, the more 
dubious I found myfetf what to choofe and what to 
rejc6t; added to this motive, the difapprebation 
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PACE, 
itioiit of ceJehnted writcn 
l>y the publiCy determined 
(mall prpgrc/sy to tranilace 
; Fragments, conning of 
five huadred lines, appear 
ivial gleanings which I wa$ 
>r omit : their intrinfic me- 
at, and to ample a collet, 
((led in Barnes's edition, bat 
bfequenc improvements and 
saih, Vaikenaer, and Dr. 
ble claims to the attention 
>\e Volume of no inconfide. 
priated by Car me! 11 to. the 
hey have caafed fome addi. 
: to the number, of my fout 
;h Teemed ill calculated for 
I have omitted ; as the 
th.ofe Greek letters which 
IS, together with here and 
ce, or fach as was nearly 
eaJy occurred. 

be fuperfluous to premi(c» 
ble remains of the Philofo- | 
id with the noblclV precepts I 
vill find fjme few fentencet | 
fuppofed to be the languag« 
ted on the Athenian dage/^ 
(Temiriating their blafphc- 
nts, but in order to llrike 
:hcir (ignal puniihment, as 
and Ixion ; it Is with great 
Plutarch cites one of thefe 
ewing the irreligious difpo- 
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PREFACE. ^ 

If I have not tranflated the arguments prefixed to' 
each Tragedy, it is by no means. owing to any wiih 
to decline fo fmall an addition to the talk I had en* 
gaged in, but merely to my judging chat the Pro- 
logues or introdu^ory fpeeches, which are ufually 
very dear and circumfbntial, render fucb aiHflance 
left needful for the purpofe of iilaflrating Enripi- 
^e«, than in any dramatic performances I ever recoi- 
led to have met with, whether antient or modern : 
^vhich made me apprehend, that fuch double pre* 
ludc», firft in plain profe and then in verfe, might 
be thought fuperfiuous. 

Of the notes, which I have already mentioned, I 
have little more to (ay, but that they are colledied 
fr«m a variety of editors and » commentators, and 
will, I hope, many of them, be found explanatory 
of antient manners, and the hi^ory of the Fabur 
loua and Heroic ages : the few of my own which 
I have hazarded, however defe^ve in other refpeds, 
I can venture to fpeak of ^as written by an uncon- 
nected man, who is not difpofed to Aepafide either 
to flatter the living, or infult the dead, and whofe 
peculiar attention it has been to keep them clear 
from every the fmalleft allufion to any modern dif^ 
pates either in politics or literature. If opinions < 
relative to matters of criticifm are there at any dme 
maintained again ft thofe to whom it might feem that 
implicit deference is due from one fo greatly their 
inferior, I truft it will be found, upon examination^ 
that I am not contending for readings ot interpre- 
tations of my own broaching, but fuch as have 
been received by thofe who are the more to be relied 
npon, becaufe their fame has ftood iindiminiihed 
thro* a feries of years.] 
Berkley-fquaref 
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^ PERSONS of the DRAMA. 

VENUS. 

HIPPOLYTUS.* 

A.TTENDANTS e/ HIPPOLYTUS. 

OFFICER heknging to the Palace* 

CHORUS of TtotttmtL Dam. 

NURSE. 

P H ^ D R A; 

THESEUS. 

MESSENGERS. 

DIANA. 

SCENE, 4^/wPiTTHBtJ*' Pakcc atTi^xttnc, 
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iV empire M?n coijfcifcs, and'th? namf» ' ' 
Of Veniu echoes thro' Heaven V wide c.^pAore. 
Among all thbfe wl*»-> on the diitan t *oaft 
Of ocean dwdl, and earth's rcTioicft bounds 
Old riiUsVftation, who upholds the Ciies, ^ 
Beholding th« refpfeo dent foiaj" beams; , 
On them who to idy power due homage pav 
Great honours 1 be/low, and to the duft 
Humble each proud contemner. E*«in the race 
Of happy Deities with pleafure view 
The reverence mtfrfals yield them. Of theft worf* 
Ere long will I difplay the truth : th{;t Son 
B z • 
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4 HIPPOLYTtrS. 

Of Thefcvs and the [i] Amazonian Daiac« 
Hippolytusy by holy Pittheos taught^ 
£*eii he alone among all thofe who dwell 
Here in Troszene^ of th' immorul Powers 
Stylei me tRe weakeft, loathes the genial bed^ 
Nox to the facred naptial yolce will bow : 
ApoUo't Siller JbianrfpniBg frftii JbVe '; J 
He worihips, her the greateft he eileeras 
Of all the Godsy and ever m her groves 
A favour^ comrade of the virgin dwells. 
With his fivifc hounds the flying beads of prey 
Expelling from their haunts, and aims at more 
Thiin human nature reaches : him in thfs 
I envy not : whv (UOiUdJ I y.^i ihall vengeance 
This day o'erUKe the mifcreantri have forg*d 
Each implement already, and there needs' 
JBut little labour to eif^^ hi$ doom. 

[i] Plutarch fays the otme of the Amazwiitn ctptife when 
Thefeai married, was, according to fome, Antiope, and, ac- 
cording to others, Hippolyta. In Pefit. Leg. Att. 1. 6. tit. i. 
tl)e reader will find adifcuiTionofthat law which enjoined the 
Athenians to take to Wife a citizeo. which appears to have 
undergone feveral fla£tuatioQs a«d Ibmetimes to have beea 
enforced with more, .and foroftimes witii Ufb. ftrictnefs; nor 
can we wonder if the children of Phaedra; who wa» the Daugh- 
ter of Minos king o^ Crete, and married to their fovereign, 
were legitimated hy tlie peopU of Athens, whik: the Son of 
the captive Amazon, efpecjally after the death of his Mother, 
and feconil marriage of bis Father, found the law made ufe of 
againft him, in order' to bar his fiKceeding to the throne: but 
hif. exdulion is rcpreferitefl hy the Nurfe, v. 305, as depending 
00 Phiedra^s life. In the coorfe of this Tragedy, Thefens, 
1^961, and Hippolytu^ himfelf, v. 1083, lay a great (brefa oo 
J he word ^oBcS", which fignilic? one '* of ffuiriotts birth." I 
thought this explanation tne more requifite, as Carmeili, in bi<8 
' notes, fays he does not fee why the Poet calls Hippolytns voQ^j-, 
And rupiM>re6 him to mean nothing more than thatPh:t;dri 'w^s 
hJ8 Mother- in-U^. • • 
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HIPPpLYTUS;. i 

For eril on bis ariival from the hoofe 
Of PiuheuSy in Pandion's land, to W^w 
The myftic rites, and in thofe myitie f ite^ 
To be initiated ; his Father's Wife 
Illuftrious Phaedra iaw the Prince^ her heart, , . 
At my behefty love's dire contagipn feiz'd : 
And ere (he came to this Trozenian coaft. 
She, where Minerva's rock o'erlooks thU land,: 
To Venus reared a teizfple, for the youth 
Who in a foreign region dwelt^ enerofs'd . , , / 
By amorou5 frenzy, and' to future times 
Kefoiv'd this lading monumet^tal pile 
Of her unhappy pafllon to beq.oeath. 
Bat from Cecropia's realm £nce Thefeus fled 
To expiate his pollution, with the blood 
Of [z] Pallas' Sons diHain'd, and with his Queen - 
Saii'd for tjiis coafl, to voluntary exife 
Submitting for one year, the wretched Phsedra 
Groaning and deeply fmitten by the fHngs 
Of love hath pin'd in filenee, nor perceives • 
.One of her menial tr^i.i, whence this difeafe 
In^vadcd her. Yet of jts foUefFeft 
Mut) not her amorous malady^thus fail : 
For I to Thefeus am r^folv'd to fliew 
The truth, no longer (h^it reft ponceal'd : 
Then will the Father with his curfes flay 
[3] ^^y youthful foe : for the rev/ard on Thefeus 

[2] " >Jifns, Pallas, and iEgeus, were the three Sons of 
** Pandion J Nifus dwelt at Megara ^ b^it ^eus and Pallas 
** rnled over feme detached tribes j Attica not being yet coi- 
** iected into one ftate. It is faid that Thefeus killed oae of 
*^ bis ftrft coufins the Sons of Palias, who wai> bis competitor for 
** the kingdom.** Scholiaft. 

[3] We find by Dr. Mafgrave, Valkcncar, and Brnnck, that 
the reading of vgatiay, which is an evident iinprovementi L." 
aatho^ifcd by fomc of the manafcripts: 'jrjfpiKt'/* is that ut 
iiarncs and ilie prcceUing editors. 

• a 3 
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6 H-lPl^OLYT OS. 

ConfcrrM by NejitUBc ruler of the waves 
Was this ; that tht'ite he to that God mi|;ht fue 
For any gifr» hot fltould kt fue itx vaift. 
Phaedra is noble, yet fhe too fiial! peiriih, 
I'or 1 oi fiicb irhportance fhall ikk hold 
Her ruin, as to (pare thofe foes, on ivhota 
2 the fevereft vengeance will inflidl, 
That V teay reaffett thy irtjur*d fame. 
£uc hence muft I retreat : for I behold 
Hippolytu$, this Sort of Tbeftus come9» 
Returning fro^ the labours of the chafe : 
A numerous band of ferrahts, -on their Prtdce 
Attending, in the claM^rOtis (6hg unite 
To ceiebralc Diaifta : for he knows not 
That heli hath op'd its gates, and he is ddto'd 
After this day to view the fun no more. 

ExUVtnvLU 



HIPPOLYTUS, ATTENJOANTj?. 



HIPP01TTV5, 

Come on, my Friends, attune your lays 
To refound Diana's praife. 
From the radiant fields of air 
She liflens to her votaries prayer. 



AT T E K D A N J S. 

Aweful Queen enthroned above. 
Hail, thou progeny of Jove, 
Virgin Goddefs, whom of yore, 
Latona to the Thunderer bore. 
Thy matchlefs beauties far outlhine 
Each of thofe lovely Maids divine. 
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HIPPOLYTUS- • 7 

Who £11 with their harmonious choir 
The domes of Heaven's imnortalSire. 
Hai]y O thou whofe charms excel 
All Nymphs that on Olympus dwelk 

HIFPOLYTUS. 

To deck thee, ! this wreath, O Goddcfs, bear, 
Cropt from yon mead, o'er which no Twain his flock 
For pafture drives, nor hath the mower's ileel 
Defpoii'd its Virgin herbage^ 'mid^ each flower. 
Which fpring profufely fcatters, there the bee 
Roams unmoUiled, and Religious Awe 
Waters the champaign with abundant fprings : 
They who ovtc naught to learning, but havegain'd 
From nature, wifdoin Aich as never /ails 
In their whole conduct, are by Heaven allow'd 
To cull thefeiweets, not fo the wretch profane. 
Youchfafe, O deareft Goddefs, t# receive 
This braided fillet for thy golden hair 
From me a pioua votary, who alone ' - 
Of all mankind am fof th)i worfliip meet. 
For I with thee refide, with thee converfe. 
Hearing thy voice indeed, tho' 1 thy face 
Have never feen. My life ai> it began 
May i with fpotlefs purity conclude I 

OFFICER, HIPPOLYTUS. 

- O P P 1 CE R. 

My royal Mafter ^for the Gods alone 
Challenge the name of [4] Lord), will you rcceire 
A fervant's good advice ? 

[4] The authority of Kings in the Grecian ftates appeart td 
have beea limited to Toch oarrow bouudc, that they were ia 
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HIPPOLYTUS. 



H1PP0LYTU3. 

With joy ; clfc void 
Of wifdom Ito thee nughc jullly feem. 

o F P I c B R. 

Know yott the law prefcribM to man ? 

HIPPOLTTVS. 

The law r 
I cannot gueffi the parport of thy qaeftion. 

o F P I c E R-. 
To loathe that pride which ftudies not to pltafe. 

fia little more than GeoeraU of the troops^ no wonder there*- 
f»re the people eoCertaincd t ftroog jealoufy of their ftduming. 
fach titles al denoted pretenlions to arbitrary power. In Se* 
ber*s Index to Homer, 1 do not once meet with the word. 
J^to-TTol^ff, here rendered ** Lord." In the Rhefus of Euripi- 
des it twice occur&i and i& both times put into the mouths of 
BarhArians. Henry Stephens, in his Greek Thefaurus, defines 
it, proprie fervi refpec^u di(^us. In the earlier times of the 
Roman Empire, when fome appearance of a regard for freedom 
was ItiU prefcrved, Suetonius informs us, that not only Auguf- 
tus, but hisibcceffor Tiberius, rcjeSted with great indignatioa 
the title of Lord j and we find by the Mifopogon of Julian, that 
he followed their example at Cooflantinople in mu<Ui later 
times, fuiiouiided as he wan by Afutic il^wek Inured to the 
yoke, men to whom the fitht of a Philol'ophcr on the throne 
Wis Co tirange, that they ridiculed that moderation in the coa- 
duc^ of theirfovereiga, which they felt theinlelvef incapable of 
imitating. Much as the ufe of wocda fluctuates. Dr. ^ohnfonV 
interpretation of DeQiot, the Englifli derivative from - iJ"' o ;i*^ 
ia» '* an abfolutc Prince, one thit ^jovtrnv wiih unlimited au- 
■*' tbority." 
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HIPPOEYTUiSt. i 

H I p p 6 L r. T XJ s. 
iRight : for what haughty man is. not abhoriHi ? 

o F |f 1- e E' R. 

Doth then an affable jelneanbr tend 
To make us popular f 

. H I P » t T t:t? 5." 

Thia much avails > 
And teaehes us with eafe to gain renown. 

O F F I C'*B Rf. 

But thinic'A thou that among Celedial Powers 
It bears an eqaal inHaence ? 

H I p p Q L y T u s. 

Since the laws 
By which we mortals a6l, frgm Heaven derive 
Their origin. * 

OFFICER* 

Why thtaiy an aweful Goddefs^ 
Negle^ you to invoke ? 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

Whom i yet beware. 
Led thj^ tongue, utter fome imprudent word. 
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li^ HIPPOLVTUS. 

. . OF PI CI K. 

Thk^'Vettttt who 19 ftadoit'd o'er yoar ga«9» 

R X jT F Q, i« y T V 8. 

Still chafle I at ftiiUUiK^ l^r Ailote^ 

O F V I C B 11.^ 

By mortals deem*d II!aftrioi}« fte rzads 
Yourworibip* 

H I i» p d i» r T ir «. 

W9f«iea^KisOod| that friend^ ^ 
Ai Taifii Ottf variotti ttmptn, 

OF V I C £ i; 

Wire you wifc^ 
Wlff A9 yott ai3ght» yoa might be truly happy 

" n I F r L y T If 3, ' ; ' 

I am not pl^as'd with any God who£c iitc» 
Demand nodturnai fecrefy, 

p r. F 4 c E R , 



My So% 

We ought to revcrcDCf th^ immortal Power*. 



HIP|»Ol.yTUS. 



Entering the palace, O my Pricndx, prepare 
The viands, after ^ failgulag chafe 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



HIPPOiYTUl If 

Beikioas U the banquet : tend my fteedi/ 
That when I have ttho&i'd myfelf with £(>o4 
Them I with more coavenience to the car 
May yoke,^ and exercife : but as for this 
Thy Cyprian Qaeen, to. her I bid adieui. 

^ Ejuunt Hippolyius and Attendants* 

O F jr I C £ R. 

Meantime (for tV example of yoong men 
Muft flotjbe imitated) prompt to think 
And hold fuch language ae a fervani ought. 
Before thy image I devoutly bend, 
O fovereign Venns. thee <loth it behove 
To pardon the raih boy ivho Hmfh'd with pilit 
Speaks fooliihly : leem thoo as if hk vctd^ 
Had never jeacl^'d tbise ear : ior fure the Gods 
In wifdom iboald uanfcend man's i^oveiing race. 

MxiiCBecr: 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

h J. 

A rock fappliesy zs we are told. 
In fuch abundance the exhaudlefs rill. 
That oft the virgins 'gainU its bafis hold 
Their copious urns to fill. 

One of our air date train 

Thither, in the limpid 'vave,- 

Went, iei purple ^vefts to lave. 
Then hun^ them dripping on a cli^i tQ draifi^ 

And imbtt>e the feinny gale : 

I from her firfi caught this tale ; 
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.U HIPP:OLYTlT«. 

I. «;• 
That with fickncfi faint; albne 

In yonder palace on her fleeplefs bed 
Oar. Queen rdclines, fiiea thin veil hath thrown 
Over her beauteous head : 
This we bear is the third day * 
Since (he thofe lips no more extends. 
To take the fruits which Ceres fends. 
Wafting that lovely fran^e. with flow decay j 
She thns her hidden grieft would end. 
Thus to the £lent graVe defcend. 

II. I. 

Thee fome Gdd with madnefs fir'd ; 
Art thoo by Pan or Hecate pofieil ? 
Thy foal the Cory ban tes have infpir'd. 
Or Cybcle oppreft. x 

Perhaps exulting in the chace 

Thee [^] Di£lynna doth purfue 

J'or ne^leding homage due 
Her altar with the promis'd catcs to grace. 

She fwifdy glides o'er mountain fleep. 

Fords the l^e or billowy deep, 

n. 2. 

Have another's witching charms 
Sedttc'd the Monarch to a ftol'n embrace ; 

Is] The hiftory of the Cretan nymph BriComartis, and her 
receiving the oarae of Di£kyn na, from bein| caupht in a fifher- 
- Tnan*s net, as fhe threw herleif from a rock into the Tea to avoid 
the pnrfuit of the amorous Minos, father to Pha:dra, in illuf- 
trated by the Scholuft and Barn«« from a variety of authors, 
particttlarly Callimachus^s hymn to Diana: from whence {he 
appears to have been a follower of that Ooddels, with whom 
(Tie has very frequently been confounded^ as by Earipidcs him- 
l«lf in his Iphigeoia in Tauris^ t. 127. edit* Baracs. 
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.HIEPOLYTU?. 13 

DoA thea a &ar]oc in thy Ttiefeos' atms 

Tlie nuptial couch difgrace ? * 

Or from Cretan ihares I ween 

Some failor crofs'd the billowy main , 

Reach'd thia hofpitable. ptain. 
And bore.ftdokful meflage tp the Qu^n : 

Hence wkh 4iecf>eiib anguiih paxnM . 

la her.bed.&e isdetaia'd. : • . 

• . •,. •,. • .I"-".' '../ /"' -■ 

Some hidden kfief with, pregnant throes coitibinM, 

Oft dwells ujpon the female mind, 
Erft in my entrails rag^d th']& hidden fmart : 

Diana that c^lefba] maid. 
Amid the.pAn^ of childbirth wont to aid, 

I then iovctk'd, and /he whofe dart 
Pierce^ the hind, with tutelary care 

jDefcended at her votary's prater, 

And with her brought each friendly Power 
Who guards our kx in that diflrefsful hour. 

But lo, her aged Nurfe^ before the gates 
Leads out the Qaecn/over whofe doyvncaft brow 
Care fpreads a deeper cloud : my in mod foul 
Burns with impatience to explore the grief 
Which preys in fecret on her fading charms. 

PHJEDRA, NURSE, CHORUS. 

M U R S E. 

Ye wretched mortals, who by loath'd difeafe 
Are viiited I what (hall I do to aid thee, 
Gr what fhall I omit ? the foUr beams 
Here may'ft thou view^ here find a cooling air. 

/ 
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14 Hlf POLYTUS. 

For we withoujt the pafaiGe doprt have borie ' 
The couch where itckeniag. thou recHn'il; Thy talk 
Was all of coming hithbr: but in bade. 
Back to thy chamber foon wilt thou retam : 
For thou each monejit altering; tak'ft delight 
In nothing long : the pefent quicklf grmrs 
Unpleafing, fomewhat abfentiiioti eiiwmffr 
More grateful. Better were. it ta&e.ikk*. 
'l*han tend the lingering patient ; for the firll 
Is but a iimple ill, the Jah unites 
The mind*8 more pungent griefs apd.manoal toil* 
But the whole life of man abounds with woe^ 
Our labours never ceafe: yet iiire there is. 
There is a blcft futuruy, co;iceard 
Behind thick night's impenetrable veil. 
We therefore feem miftakeqv when we d'dat 
On yonder fun, that o'er this nether ear)th 
Difplays its glittering beams, becaufe we loadW 
No other life, nor have the real xps beneath ' 
Been e'er laid open : but by tales, de^isM* 
To chf at, at random are we borne awa/. 



P H JE D R A. 



Lift up my body, prop my inking Jie^« 
Each limb, my friends^ has loft its firiec^llj fuAaiih 
O ye who on your wrejtched iniftreif tqn^^. 
My hands which hang quite motionlefs : away 
With cumbrous ornaments, the cawl rej^iove, 
And let tliefe treffes o'er my [6] ftouiders flow. 

• 16] Had the reiding lof aiUtH!;, « ftonlderi,'* idllcsd ^ 
oi /UQJ, " tb me," beea any new-fangled <levice ofVftIk«B»J^ 
and Dr. Mufgraye, I lliould not have confidered it.aj fufficiW 
important to trouble the reader vswth : hot he is here indebted 
to them for having reftored the genuine text as it ftood in ^j^ 
edition of Lafcaris, which, according to Dr. Mafgrsre io "'* 
•»otc, iaauthorifed by every mgjBufcript. 
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irrPTOtYTirs. i^ 



N V K S I. 



Daughter^ be chearfii], and compofe to reft 
Thy languid frante : Aottif^VJih patience arm*d 
And-^generous fartitade of- fd^V; ^ih bear 
Thy ficknefs better. Farm^nj^ad-ar«.doom*d 
By fate^ to druggie with a Wd of ills. 

P H J£ p n A. 

How (hall I drink «^ foMet Hlnpid foont 
The cooUog,w4tef H' and *inidft grafiy vales 
^Recline my Wedrfe^ limbs beneatli the Jhade . : 
Of fpreadiiig alder ^ /j{ ,._. , .. ;: v i -; , . • 

••'-, ■ 'k:u r. i. E..'.'.- \* -;;'' ; • '. 

. /What ibniiis'4 difccjqrfe ' 
Efcapes iftet ? ritteV hot before ihe crowd 
Such words as clofely border on diftradlon. 



•••-.» 6 /^ b ft. Aj 

Lead tb ydn rftoont ; I tread the piny grove, * . 
"Where the ftancl^ hoUhds alohg the mazy track 
Foliow their prey> and lightly bounding feize 
The dappled (bg: ye GdlsV w^h in^^tiil veltt 
What j6y 10 f^oft tht^m, whilfe my ^iibbm hair ' 
Floats iti lhfe;\^^ntOfl gale^ and brahdifti round 
In ffiy £ri|i ban4TheIalia*9 pointed lance* 
' i •< ■ • ' '.■.'*/. 

^ ■,"•■ N U R' S E. _ ^Z^' 

Wh«tnef , O iiiy Child^ proceed theft anxious cares? 
What bufin<*rs with (he chafe hiaft thou ? ^hy thirlt ' 
rdr {h6 pure feuntaiji , while a contla^: fpring^ 
C a 
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i6 aiffOLYTVS.' 

Whofe «(raters thon nay'ft drink, flows hard bcfide 
The citadel? 



. F B JB D R A. 

Dread Attemis^ tliou Goddeft 
Prcfiding o^er yonr facrcd [7J lake, who aid'ft 
The flcct-hooPd racfe/,' bear me o*cr thy fielda 
To tame Hennetia's courfers. 



•. • ...N; u a s B. • - ::. . 

Why repeat 
Thcfe incoherent Wotdr? bnt nOW to climb 
The mountain's lofty fcmmit was thynvifh 
That thsru might'il hunt, then On the Tandy beaeh 
To drive thy ftecds. . O for an able Seer 
Who. can expound, what God with iron curb 
Subdues, niy Daughter, and perverts thy fouL , 

.. 1 'f ' ' '•. • 

P H A D a A. 

Ah, what have I been doing ? wretched me f 
FroQi my right fenfes whither have I wandei'd ? 
Into ibis frenzy I, alas ! am plung'd ' 

[73 Some comroetotttors' think that ^-lA*'* U »pix)per nunc, 
ttnd£ou]d be tranHated Liopna, uhere it ffiemathe gymDaiiucn 
of Trcezene was'StuaUd : but Paufanias iniorms us that the 
Xen3p!c irrc€ted to Diafta "by'Saron,' ajtaaticlnt king of that coun- 
try, from whcHn the Saroman -bay derived' i» nttne, itocx?, 
■Ti^lu(,x%'Sii loco pal u fir i. The ftceds of Hcnnctia are agaia 
rgentioned, v. 1 134, of this Tragedy* where they are called, in 
Rattalzej's verfion, Papharogonlcij the j^cnnetians wve a colo- 
ny, from that natiodr whafqttled oq the bordcriof the Adriatic 
fQSy at the fpot where Veolce now (lands. Homer, in his cata- 
toc^aeof the Trojan 'allies; fneatiuns He^ihetja »?.cslebratsd fw 
.its oreed of mt»le».- - • * • ..... 
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By fbme maligaant Demon. Yet once more 
Cover my head. The wgtd» whick I have fpohea 
Fill me mih, confeious Ihame, and many a tear 
Streams down my cheeks ; I feel the rifing bluih. 
And know not where to turn thefe eyes. The pang. 
When reafon reaffiimes her throne, isgreau 
Tho* madncfKbe an tn\ : yet 't« bcft 
When, in thai Aate uaconficioad w« etpire. 



Thee thus T cover : but ah, when will death 
Cover my body ? , a long life hath taught me 
Full many mk mfvi- ie/Ton. Fnendfhips form^'d 
With moderation, for the human race 
Are moft expedient,, and not fuch at pierce 
The marrow of their fouls : with the fame eafe 
A 6 they (te fae#ed''chcfrdsen twine, they dught 
To fiacken them at wilt. But for one heaft 
To fuiFer twofold anguiih, as I grieve 
Por my unhappy Miftrefs, is a load 
Beyond endurance. 'Tis tcmark^d, there fprings 
Prom all fenfations too intenfe, more pain 
Than pleafure, and our health they oft impair. 
A. foe to all excefs, I rather pratfe 
This fentence ; "not too mech of any thing ;'* 
^ndin my judgment will the wife concur. 

CHORUS. 

Thou aged Dame, who had with ftedfaft zeal 
A ttended royaV Phadra, we obfcrve 
What agonies (he fuffers, but difcem not 
Xhe nature of her malady j and wifti 
B^ thee to be inftrudled whence it fori! gs. 

G3 
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i8 HIPPO LYT Up. 

N U R S^E. . I 

I knov.* not ; fbr no anfwcr will /He give 
To my enqairies. 

c H o u 9. 

. : Nor the iource whence fife 
Her fuficnngs ? 

NURSE. 

Your Eccmint and mine agree : 
For fhe on all tkefe joints remains mil domb. 

c M R txs. 
How faint and wafted feen^s t)ia|t gracefal form 1 

N u R s B. 

No wonder : iince (he tafted any food 
This day's Uie third. 

CHORUS. 

By Ate's wrath olercome. 
Or does £be ftrive to die ? 

NURSE. 

To die (he ftii^es. 
And by fuch abfunence her life would end. 

C H O R U S* 

Strange h thy lale : this caon^t pleafe her Lord. 
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HIPPOLYTU8; if 



2f U R S S. 



From, him (he ludes her lickncfs, and pretend? 
To be in health. 



CHORUM. 



If in her face he look. 
Can he not read ic ? 



M U R S S. 



To a foreign land • > 
From hence, alas, he went, nor yet re^arns ! 



CHORUS. 



Why art thou not more urgent to explore 
This malad/, thefe wanderings of her foal i 

N V R s s. 

Without efft&. all methods have I tried : 
Yet with the felf- fame 3&eal will I perfid, 
That ye may tedify the ilrong attachment 
Which I to my unhappy Queen have borne. 

my lov'd Daughter, let us both forget 

What we have faid : be thou more mild, that gloom 
Which overcafls thy brow, thofe harih refolves^ 
Lay thou ^^de, and if to thee ere while 

1 fpoke amifs, in milder accents now 
Will i exprcfs myfelf j if under pains 
Thou labour, fuch as may not be reieai'd, 
To fuccour thee thy female friends are here : 
But if the other fex.niay knew thy fuferings,. 
Let the Phyfician try his healing art. 

la either cafe, why fiUnt ? it behoves thee,, 
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20 HIPPOLYTUS. 

O Daughter, to reply ; and, if I fpeak. 

Unwittingly, reprove me* if aright. 

With wholefooie admonitioa O concur. 

Say fbmewhat : caft Due look this way. Ah me f 

But liilen tQ thia truth, tho^ mor& perverf^ 

Than ocean's waves : thy Chiidren, if thoo die. 

Will be defertedy and can have ho ihare 

In the paterniti houfe : for his ^rft Queen, 

That martial Amazonian I>ame, hath bprBC _ 

Their Sire^a Soi^ to lord it o'er thy race, 

Tho' ille^itimaCe, with liberal views 

Train'd op from infancy^ him well thoa know'il^ 

Hippolytus.. 

P H JB OR A. 

Ah me ! , 

ir ij R. 's' I. 

, Doth then that name 
Affedlthec? 

F H ^ D a. A. 

You haveruan*^.;inej peace,, peaoe:. . 
Be filent, Icoqjureyou by the Gods, j 
Speak of chat mn no i^ore^ 

L:'".' \ ■. ''- , .W :Tr. R S £• « . 

^ With open. eyes, 

And fenfes now reftor'd, caiii> thou neglef^ . 
Thy Childrcns intereft, nor preferve thy life . 

I love my Children : but another ftorm 
A/Tiils me. 
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HIPPOLYTUS. rfi* 



N XT It' S 'E/ 



O Jtty baughier, faro thy hands 
Arc undeSl^d Whhtlood ? 

Mj hands ate pure. 
Yet doth poUudOn harboar in my fool 

N u' R S B. _ 

Proceeds this mifchief from foAe foe? 

P H.JE D R A* 

, A fritad,. 
An pnconfecting fiiend, alas, defttoys^m^. 
Nor do I perifh thro' my own confent. 

N u R f I. 

Hath Thefcus wrong'dthce ? * 



9 H ^ D R A. 



May J B<Cf be- found 
To have injur'd j;)iin ! 



NURSE. 



Then vvhat important caufe 
Pifcipitates thy death ? 



F H ^ D R A. 



Iniiulgeftiy error;' 
For I •gainft you'ofSbnd not*. 
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My tfcnt ^ 
To fuch itqucft would be a jbreach of iu^; 

If H Jt D.It A., 

What mean you by this violence ? why hing 
Upon my hand ? 

K U R 8 E. 

In fappliant pofture thui. 
Thai to thy kft^ei iot evur w^H I clifag. 

If yoa, unhapi^y wionlan^ heard sny woei , 
You wotti4 ^aruke .thun« .: 

K U R 8 B. 

What fevtr«r woe 
Can poiTibly befal me thin. the lofa 
Of thee, my honoured milirefs? [8] for I fee 
Thou art refolv'd to perlili* 

P ^ A B R A* 

Thisaffait ' 
To me will bring renown. 

K V R 8 S. 

Why then conceAl 
Thofe merits Into which I wiih t' enquire ? 

[8] Th« wonJ oaw, with which Phzdra's rep'.y ufinlly com- 
mences, is here added to tl;e Nurfe'fc fpttch on the autboriti^t 
•f Valkenaer and firsock. 
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HIPPO.LY'TUJi « 

Wte- Virmous motijrea pfdmpt to deeds of fhamc. 
Remf tiioft motives; hence flftlt thou appw 



More noble. 



!>' H iC D % A. 



I conjure you by the Gods, 
Depart, and my right hand releafe. 

Not thuiy 
If this requeH from me thoa ilill withhold. - 

' JP H i9 D X A. . 

I will comply ; for you an aged fttpplianty 
Adae refpedli enteruip.,, . . 

"■ ■ ' H C R 1 E. , , 

In filence 
Will I attend ; now is it Ainp io fpeak. 

» K ^ I> K A. 

My wretched [9] Mother^ what a'lovew«»thiaeh 



[9] The re^acr will ftiicj thchiftories of Pafiphtc the Mother, 
tod Ariadne the Sifter of Phadra^ in ' moft' of t^- mythological 
writers, particularly Ovid, Metaraorphofes L. &• v- 151— 'i8*i 
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t4 HIP.POLTTU& 

. V V ft t I. 

AVkylhpuld'fl tbaujnaine faer paffion for thatfttHf 
Aodyou my haplcrs Sifter, Baccii^us! Wife-^ 

V U K • B. 

What ails thee ?. why doft thou recount the fhame 
Of thefc ihy kindred ? 

But of me the tHrdi 
How wretched is the fate ! 

Thou ftrik'ft me dumb. 
Where will this hiftory end ? 

P H A D R A. 

Thence fpring my woei. 
Woes of jao recent date. 

9 V % $ %, 

I underftand 
A» little of the fecret I would learn. 
As if thou ftiil wert iilei^t. 

» R JB B X A. 

How (hould yOu 
Divine ray thoughts fo as t' anticipate 
What I would fpeak f 
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HIPPO tyr US. 5 

i . . . » •» 

If V t $ J.' 

Ko pi:apkctf ft am T, . » ;. 
Thefe myfteries witl^ prQcifiod to unf«lid» . > ^ ; 

r H Jt ». * 4. 
Say, whatis that which mcij ciititlc Lpve? 

W 9 a t t. 

Love is a mixture forinM ^ fiyeeieft jo/S| 
Aod torments mof) feviic. 

r k ii k> k ii. 

TheiiilbfdMre 
Have I experieocM. 

Daughter, ha,' what faid'ft thou ?*^ 
For whom^us hanr'ft thou with forbidden fiiej ? 

Who is that Son of th^ Amazobi^n Daoie ? 

. M w X * a. 
Mean'A thou Hijppol|:^U!>i 

By yoi^ tiiDt me. 
That name was uttcr'd. 

« U R t S. 

• • • Ah, wh«t words are thcfc ? 

How haft thou niin'd me ! This, O my friends, 
D 
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%6 HIPPOLYTUS. 

Is noi to be enduPd ; I cannot live 

To bear it : to tkefe ejses tbe Jamp of dty 

Growa odious ; t|ie encombrance of this body] 

Will I caft off, nor on fach tennte hold 

A being I abhor ; and now ftrewell 

For ever; count me dead. Chafte matrons yield 

With fome reludance* Jtt to lawlefs love 

At length ihey yield.. . Venus is then no Goddefs. 

But fomewhat more than Goddefs ; for my Qneea 

Apd mei and this whole honfe, >ath4he deftroy'd. 

CHORUS. 

8 T ji OP H •; 

Too clear thon beard*ft the royal Dame confcTs 
The horrors which her bofom (Uta : 

O had I died ere this fevere diftrefs 

Shook reafoft's feat, and fir'd her frantic brain ! 
Thy ibnows are by Heaven decreed, 
[xoj Ye miiferies on which mortals feed ! 
Thy ihame lies open to the inn » 

if^nd thoa, my royal Miflrefs, art undone. 
Short IS tliy date : 
What cruel fate. 
Such as with life alone can end» 
Shall to the grave thy fttf% attend ! 
I fee, I fee thro* time's <bep gloom, 
Tbefe mansions fall by Venus' dooifi : 
Such revolution is at hand. 

Thee, haplefs Cretan ny^iph, the Fates demand. 

[ro] The t^^1lgM of riovoi r^^o\%s Ppo1»f ftrlkingly re- 
fcnnblesthat of sj-sr^Sw Tet cTctxpfa aim tfzfii y tn^loi v/ji^^sl^ 
Htfi yviLfo^. at it (hinds in the Septuagint verfion of the Pfiilms 5 
and intheEngliflj, ** my teari have been my mett da-y aad 
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HIPPOLYTtJs. 27 

. » a iB D R A. 

OyeTroBze&iaji malioiif> who rcfide . 
On chis extremity of die dmnains 
Where Pelops riil*d ; thro' HHftttya wakeful JNgbt '< 
Have I coniider'd whence mankiBd became ^ 
Thas univeriallX corrapty and deem v 

That to the natuie of the human fool* ^ : * 

Our ftailties ate aot owiag. : for to forni .-'j- 
Sound judgmentt, is a privilege eBJoy*d . . 
By many. But the matter in this light 
G^ght to be view*d ; well knowing what is good, . 
We pra^ifr not. Some do JUBjAthro' floth» 
Others to vtriae's rigid Jaws pr^r 
Tneir plea(kres; &>t with various pleafares^ life . 
Is furniih'd ; conversation lengthened .oot 
Beyond due bounds, eafe that bewitching pefty.. 
And ihame, of which there are two kinds, t^ne leadtf 
To virtue^ by the other is a (i 1] houfe 
Involv'd in woe ; but if the proper feafon 
For our expre/Eng ihame were afcertain'd . 
With dae precifzon, things which bear one name 
Could not have di£R:r'd thas. When in my mind 
I had revolv'd thefc thoughts, to me it fcem'd 
ils if no magic had fufficient power 
To warp the ftedfaft porpofe of my fonl.^ 
Here I to you the progrefs of my heart 
Will next unfold, fince Love with his keen ihafta 
Thefe wounds infli£led ; dudious how to bear, 
As it became me, this abhorr'd difeafe, 
I from that tim^ have by a wary iilence 
Qon^Vd the pangi I fuffer. For the tongue 

[ti] Dr. MaTgravcin his «ote interpret* at^Doff 0i)t6>if (o 
mein, tbat a faUe fhame induces aasBy to live in a %le toe 
ele|Aaty aad be/oad their income. 
D 2 
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sf HIPJUOLYTUS. 

iMuft not be trafled, well can it fagged 

To others wkoleftoic cpuofelf w^en they ar, 

Tho' to its owner oft it proves the fource 

Of grievous lib. I next, Khis tmorous rtge 

With firmnefs wat^detemiii'd to^ndare. 

And 'Conquer k by tk^Mty* At length, 

"When all <hcief«gc expedients proT'd too weak 

O'er Venus to prei^ii my beft rdborce 

I thought was death : AOQt hath n. right to blattie 

Thefe coiinfels. * May my virtues be confpicuous; 

But when I ad aimfi, I would avoid . 

Too many wirnefles. That on fuch ^6, 

And s^en the inclinatioa to traufgrcfs^ 

Difgraceattends, Iloww^ and was aware - 

That if from homii**s'pathsa woman fwerviSf ' 

She to the worid is odious. On her head ' 

Be tenfold mtn heapM who firft.prefua'd 

To introduoe adulierersv and defiie . 

The niipf iai couch ; from thofe of nobler birth 

Began this evil thro* our fex to fpread. 

For when foul deeds pleafe thofe who erft have bonitf 

A virtuous cha rafter » to (<m\$ depraved 

They recommend chemfelve^ beneath « form . 

Of Teeming excellence. Thofe too I hate 

Whofe wordi are modeft^ buttheir lives imptiro 

In private. O thou Goddefs, who dioll rii^ 

From ocean, lovely Venus, how can thefe, • 

Without a blofh, their injur'd Lords behold ? 

Tremble tfccy nat, left their accompiice darknefs. 

Or fell the \'aal ted roofs of their abode, 

Should fend forth an indi^^snt voice ? this robs 

Your Queen of ]ife, my friends : fuihail the charge 

Of baring iham'd niy lord, m^ children iham*d, 

fie never urg'd againll me : free and blelt 

.With liberty of fpecch, in the famM city 

Of Athisn«, they IhaU dwell* avaternai fa>nie 



I 
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Tra«fmUted for tl^ir, portioii. £*en tiie maa 
Of dauBtlefs courage^ dudndles to a flave. 
If <oafckMi» tliat hu mother or Us Sire 
Have z&edwkbMf. One oftiy good^ 
A juft and virtuofis fbol, the wife affirm. 
Strive^ §6t pre^emincfice with life : for Time, 
At length, wheki like fame bioomittg nymnli ber 
Contemplatiftgy lit to our eyesliolds up [charms 
His muroTy every guilty wretch dtfplayi. 
Among that number may I ae*er be foand ! 

' c H o R tJ •• 

Where-ever we djfcern it, O how fair 
Is moit^y, that fourceof bright reoowa I 

K V X 8 £« 

O Qoieen, At firft,, an inftanta^eoos fhock, 
I from the hiftory of thy woes, received : 
Now ani i TeDfible my (ears were groandlefs.* 
Bot freqaestly the fecond thoughts Of inan [iz] 
Arc more difcreet ; for there is nothing ftrange, 

i^^*^. ^Pt with r^tpeGt to u« only, who ftre boco to confanic 
" the fruitsof the eafth; bat Hooaer's inunortelGods freqaeflt- 
*' ly hold the fame iangiroge, that .their Second thoughts ought 
^ to improve 1« wifdom «a their firft. E.uftatbios quotes this 
** proverb of Euripidei^ which, it appears from Athenaws, the 
*^ Tragic B«rd has infertedj not only i& his UippoI>.tu«,,but alfo 
*' is hisC^etan Virgias.^— >^aebio8 and Drogenianus treating 
^ of a froverb, thf words of which a^ediftcrent from thitverfe 
•* of Euripides, though the thought is the fame, reprefeat it as 
** deriving its 4o^igio iirora the facred rites*, in which if the vo- 
** taries were unable to appeafe the Gods by the victims .firlt 
** QgiOf others caiied by the B^emans Succedaneas were a«;ded 
•' to them, 'till by tfcefe meanis the. Gods, or at Leaft the Pridt, 
** b«can»e propitious tathecn. See Au^lus Gellius, and Erafmus 
^* on the Adajge Fofterioribus meliuribub/* Valksij^ir, 

D 3 
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30 HIPPOLYTUS. 

Nought, in thy fufferings, foreiga to cheooilfffe 

Of nature : thee the Goddefs in her rage 

Invades. ThouloWil. And whyihoolduiisfurprize? 

M.any as well as tbee have done the fame. 

Art thott reiblv'd to caft thy life away^ 

Becaufe thou loit'ft ? how wretched were the Hate 

Of thofe who love, and (hall hereafter love. 

If death muft thence enfue ! for tho' too (Irong 

To be wxthftoody when (he with all her might 

AiTails 05, Venus gently vifits thofe 

Who yieJd ; but it (he light on one who foars 

With proud and over^reening views too high. 

As thou may'il well conceive, to otter fcorn. 

Such (he expofes ; thro' the boundlefs trads 

Of air (he* glides, and reigns *midft ocean's wavet : 

All things from her their origin derive^ 

'Tis (he that in each breail the genial feeds 

Of potent Love infufes, and from Love 

Defcends each tribe that fills the peopled earth. 

They who with ancient writings have conversed. 

And ever dwell among the tuneful Nine [13], 

[13] ** Thcfeverfes of Euripirt«t oo the Loves of the Co<ii, 
*^ are quoted by Scaliger in his notet on Propertias, and-Beii^cr 
**. on the Cloodf: of Ariftophtnes v. 1075. The following fea- 
** timents exactly tally with them : 

*^ i pfa VeR^8 quamvis corrupt* libidine Martis, 

*' Nam minus in ccelo Temper honefta ftiit ?" 

"What tho' by Mars that amorcnsGod care£^, 

"Was Venus lefs revcr'd among the bleft ? 

Propbxtius, U ft. £). 23. V. 9A 
*^ The Poet proceeds, v. 1 1 1, 1 1&. to explaintbc ideas of tfatt 
** NurfeinEuripide*. 

** Die mihi quis potuit let^^m fervar^ pndicum? 

** Qn« Dea cum fo!o vivere fola Dfo ?*' 

Produce one inltance of z nupti*! btd, 

By no Inccefsful paramour ckrWd : 

Of what young Goddefs was it eter faid. 

That Oft her Lord, and \t\m alooe) (he fmil'd? 
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H IPPOLYTUS it 

Itnow how to Theban Sexnele's embrace 
Flew amorous Jove, how bright Atfrora ftole 
Young Cephalut, and plac'd ainoQ| the Gods 
The obje^ of her faffion : yet in Heaven 
They ftill refide, where nnabnfh'd they meet 
l^Heir kindred Gods ; thofe Gods, becauic they fed 
A fympathetic wound, I deem, indulge 
Their weakriefs : and wilt thoa refufe to bear 
Like ioiperfe^ions ? Nature on thefe terms 
Decreed, thou from thv Father Ihould^lt receive 
Thy being : lock for Imer Gods, or yield 
Submiflion to thefe laws. Haft thou obferv'd> 
How many Hufbands, men who are endu'd 
With a fuperior wifdom, when They fee 
The nuptial bed by fecret lull defied, • 
Appear as tho' they faw not ; and how oft 
The Fathers, if their Sons traiifgrefs, conaive 
At their unhappy pafiion ^ To conceal 
UnfeeAily adiioos, is no trifling part 
Of human wifdom j nor fhould man, his life 
Form with too great precilion ; for the roof. 
The covering from the flcrm, the builder leaves 
l^eCt fair, leis highl;)^ iiniih^d. If immers'd 
In evils great as ihofe thou haft defcrib'd. 
How can'ft thou hope to 'fcape ? but if thy virtues, 

** Th.efeus, in the Hercules DiHrafted of our author, fpe aks. 
*• in the fame (train of the Gods recorded by the Poets: and 
** Racine puts much of the language of Euripides* Nurfe into 
'* the mouth of hi* Oenone, who cxpreffcs herfelf in thefe cha- 
•*'ra£leriflic terms. 

" Les Dieux mem^, les Dieux de I'Olyrope htbitans, 

" Qui d'un bruit fi terrible cpouvanlent Ic^ crimes, 

** Ont bruie quelquefcis destVax iUefiitimcs." 

The very Goils wb«on Olympus* btight 

Their ttation hold, and louiily thunder forth 

Such -dreadful threats 'garatt hutTian I'm.; have felt 

In their owq bolcoi^ fom^ uAUwiul Hies, V a l kiv air. 
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j« HIPPOLYTUS. 

Since thoa irt only humaot far exceed 

Thy failings, it is well with thee : 4efi^.. 

O my lovM daaghter, from thy evil purpofe^ 

And ceafe tfi atci:r thofe reproachful word<,; . . 

For there is nought but coi^tttmelious pride . 

In thy endeivour to be yet moreper^rd 

Than the imdiortal Gods : oi jore thy paffioa ^ 

With fortitude, fiace 'twai (heorill divine 

That thou ihoald'ft love : but give a pro^erou^ turs» 

If poffible, CO thy dafeaie* For (ongB 

There are with magic virtoe^fraughc, wad word* 

Which iboch the foul : hence ao cSie^al cure 

May be obtained : in fuch difcovery man 

Would long in vain be bailed, to our fex 

If no fponianeous ftratagem occur* 

c » o R V a» 

Tho' her advice^ amid thy prefent woes, 
O Phsdra, be more ufeful, I applaud 
Thy better purpofe ; yet applaufe unfought 
May haply give offence, and to thine ear' 
Convey founds hariher than her fpecious word;. 

^ *Tis this, e'eh this, too plauiihie a tongue, 
Whfoh, ftaces admiriifter'd by wtiolefome laws. 
And houfes of the mignty, hath o^eahrown ; 
Nof {Jiould we utter whai delights the ear, 
Bui for renown a generous chiril inftil. 

N U. R S f . 

.Whatmeans this grave harangue? noneed haflthoa 
Of weliaurned phirafes, but the man thou lov'ft • 
Look crut :^vith fpced lor thofe who, in clear terms. 
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HIPPOLYTUS, fj 

Will to tbe Prince thy real ftate unfold. 

Bat had not fuch calamities afl^il'd 

Thy life, and ihoa rejoiain'd a virtuous-Da tneV 

I ne'er to gratify thy wild defirts. 

Would have entic'd thee to a lawlcfs bed : 

But now this ereat exertion, to prefcrvc 

Thy life, is (uch as envy could not blame. 



r H A o a A. 



Detefted fpeech ! will yoa ne'er dofe that mootb|, 
And the ungrateful repetidioA «eaft 
Of vrordi io tnfuaout f 



If u R s •• 

What I propoiM, 
Tho' culpable It be, far better fuit» 
Thy intere^ ^hatvfererer virtue's rutei i 
For indifcretion, if it ftve thy life, 
Hath far more merit, than that empty name 
Thy pride would make thee periih to. retain. 

P H A D a A. 

I by the Go3j conjure you to dtCii, 
(For yoi}, in terms too piauiible, expreft . 
Things that are infamous) nor in this Arain 
i^ttempt to prove (hat yielding op my fool 
To love, I fhalJ a£t right : for if you paint 
Foul deeds with fpecious colours, ii^ the fnares 
From which I now am 'fcaping, I afrcih 
Shall be entangled, 

. *• 

HadA thou earlier ibrm'd 
The& rigid Jictions, then flu)uld'fts%e'er hive err^d. 
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34 HIPPOLYTUS. 

But fiflce this cannot be« my coanfel hear : 

From thee, (his fecond favour I requefi; 

I in my houfe h^ve philtras to afTuage 

The pangs of love (which but juHnow occarrM 

To my remembrance) ; the(e» nor to difgrace 

Expo/ing thee, nor of fuch ilrong effefit 

Ai to impair thy reaiboy yet will work 

On this thy malady^ ^rk€t cure, 

Unlefs thro* mere perverfenefs thou rcfufe 

To make th' experiment : for we from him 

I'hou jov'ii, muft either ake a figB» a word^ 

Or fragment of hi« robc> to^oin two hearts 

In mutual [14] love* 

P H JB D K A. 

But is this wondrous medicine* 
You recomo^od, an ointment or a potion } 

SI V R • t. 

I cannot tell. Search for a cure, my child, 
And not inllrudion. 

[•4] DiiFtfrent conftmctloas ire given to this pafTage by Ini- 
moy io hit Theatre des Grces, and Moof. Dupoy Ac»d. lofaip- 
tions, T. 41, p. 446—450: but the word ^4^x1 "f»i* " footh- 
ing" occurs both here and in the Nnrfe's iirft fpcech to Phedrt, 
ftfcer (he had declared her refohition to die *, 'nor does it appear 
by the whole teocr of the dialogue, that the method by which 
(he propofestn beat the Ument or dfjeafe artfingfram fh^tiras 
unhappy paffiaw i«by making ufe of luch a philtre as countera<a$ 
Love, and infpires an utter averfioo, but that (he ia all the whilt 
^ving her hopes of conciliating the afFc£tions of HippolyCai, 
though (he nowexpreffe^herfelf in more obfcare and difguifed 
'terms to avoid (hocking her Queen, already alarmed by her 
preceding fpcechea. Infteadof Ao>oy *' a word," Reificias, VaI- 

kcuter and fitUBck> thtsk we oofht to read crAoxoy *^ a lock 

•fhair." 
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HIPPOLYTUS; jj 



Greatly do I fear 
Yomr wifdom will be carried to exceCi. 



N U It 8 E. 

Know then tboji art difpos'd to be alarmed 
At every thing. But whence arife theft terrors ? 

T « it O H A. 

Aoght th^t hath pafs'd, left you to Thefeus' Son 
Should mentioQ. 



N IT R 4 B. 

Peace, O Daughter, be it mine 
To manage this aright : I only fue. 
Benignant Goddefs, fprong from ocean's waves. 
That thou, O Venos, would'd my f roje^s aid. 
Bat to our friends within, will it (office 
The reft of my intentions to unfuld.' 

[SxU Nurfi^' 

C H O R U S. 

ODE. 

r. I. 

O Love, whofe fweet dclufions fly, 
Inftiliing paffion thro' the eye. 

And ileal upon ihe heart ; 
Never thas my foul engage. 
Come not V7ith immoderate rage,* 

Nor choofe thy keencH dart : 
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3« HIPPOLYTUS. 

Not the lightning's awefnl glare. 
Not the thunderbolts of Jove, 
Such deftrudive terrors ktit. 

As ftrongly vituase ia the fluifu of Love 

I. a- 

On Alfhens' banks in vaio, in y$Ati^ 
Or at Aj»pllo's Delphic ikne. 

Whole herds of flaughter'd kine 
Doth Greece, prefect, if we negleft 
Venus' Son^ who claims refped. 

The genial conch his fhrine : 
With the vengeance of a foe. 
If the Deity invades, 
On.man^ he pours fbrth every woe. 
And crowds with vidims all the Stygian Ihades. 

. u: I. 

By VetiUB, vras {15] Oechalia's maid. 
Of Hymeneal bonds afraid, 
Coufigned in days of yore, 

[15] lolc Daughter t>f Eurytot king of Oechtlis, ifter hav- 
ing been promifedhy'her Father, at ApoHodorut informs ns, td 
be given in marriage to the nan vrbo fliould excel him and hit 
S0B8 ia archery, was by them nnjaftiy withheld from Hercules* 
who had given foilicient proofs of his foperiority in the ufe of 
the bow, ft weapon for which he was particularly renowned: 
»pon which the enraged Hero took the city by alTauit, and, hif 
iag dain her Father and Brothers, bore ofi:* the Princefs in triumph. 
The ancient Geoigrtphers fay, there were fcverai towns of the 
name of Oechalia ; but although this city of Enrytias has hid 
the honor of being twice mentioned, and exprefsly marked oat 
iis fuch by Homer in his catalogue of the Grecian forces, sod 
receives n-om Virgil .th« epithet of egregia } Strsb<), f nd all fab* 
fe^aent wntera, feem totally uaible to afccrtaia its fitnatioi 
with any 4f g^^e of precifioa. 
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HIPBbLFTUS. 



5i^ 



Like a wild filly to the yoke, 

Efpons^d .'©aft JiQTfid agagkter, fmoke. 

And rites prc&n'd with gore ; 
Indignant was the virgin jed, 
Stttamittg' With dilheverd hair, • 
xTrt.., , ."^^ ^^^ ^^'" Alcides' bed. 
While bridal ihoots.#ci« mingled with defpair. 

n. 2. ■ '■"'-' ••■ 

Unite, th«i facrcd Theban walf^ 
• -^: ^»n W ftm'd from Dircc»5 fall 
To witDcli with what might * 

RcfiiUefi Cjftherea came, 

Bi-andiAingethefeaf flame. 
To everia/ling night. 

She, beaufeous Sbraeie confi^n'd 
Who Id Jove l4t«os bore, * 

r^ u ,^'*^;««*'>-^«'Pcfi*lfintialwind, 
Our heads Ibe like the bee ftill hovers o'er. 

Reiliain your tongues : Ve, O my friends, are ruin 'd. 

C H O R U si 

O Phaedra, fav v/hat terrible event 
in thy abode hath hippenM ? ^ 



E 
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3l HltftQliY^TllffS, 



to m o>ii> 0*>t«« 



Yet fflnft thUpielpdcJ^fure denote! ibme in. 



Wretch tliat I vn, i how dreadful are mjr woes ! 

C.H^d:a-t9 .»./t * , ' 

What flirieks^ alas, are thefe, whatdaiQOtoiit (bunds 
By thee now otterM ? ff)eak, thy Haplefs Queeo, 
What fudden rnmor tettifies thf tovi t 

p R 4« p a. A* 

yi We are\indone> bvit iaii4^ye»at thefe ddora 
And liften to the oproar rai^M withk» 

CHORUS. 

Thoa to thofe portals art already cIo/e» 
And in thr voice which iffuts frein thepakiee 
Haft a great intereft, therefore fay what ill 
Hath happen'd. 

p H A D a A. . 

Stern Hippolytas, the Son 
Of that intrepid Ama9.«aiafi D^un^, 
In loudeft tone fu)! many a. horrid carfe 
Is uttering 'gainft my fervant. .. 

CHORUS. 

' A mere noife 
Is all I hear, yef cannot I collect , 
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^ A fingle word diftinftly : ptffing thro* 

Ifc^lainljf calls her, ikjjrbinger of, vltfc, . , 
Ana the beuayer of WrSovcreigo'j bcrd. .; *; 

C H O H V I. 

Wretch that I an^-j ih^^.O^mv dearefl Qs^tti, 
Haft been betiay'd. WKat.couniel can J give K 
*hit 'niyttery ii liadni^p^ih, *att arf^iti'd> 
Utterly ruin'd, 

Ahf .... .;..:; A 

P: ft 0! i( W' s; 

^: Thjj friendf have prov'd 
Unfahhrul to thtir truft. 



. , To her I owe 

My roJii, Vho, tho^ prompted by her love, 
Unwifely, my calamity difclos'dy '^ 

Hoping the defperate malady to heal. 

". ^ 

'^ What party alas ! rcnKiins ■fbl' theei to a^ 
Surroanded by inevitable midhiefs ? 

?. H m,.D K A. 

lxvto«ie.ex|>ediew& f(E» my pri»ient^ill» ^' 
I know > their only cure la inSAPi death* / 

E.2 
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40 HIPPOLYTUS. 

HIPFOLYTUS, NURSE, PH<£DRA, CHORUS. 

HIPl^OtrTVS* 

Etfth, MocHtr of us aTl, and Sun, Krhofe beami 
Ditfnfc their fplcndor wide; tvhat words no fit 
For any tongue to utter, reach'd theft ears ! 

If U H S I. • * ] 

Peace, O my Soq, lell fomr one hear thj Toioft 

HlFPOLTTUt. 

I cannot bury fuch atrociote erimes 
J|s thefe in iilcncc. 

' i» If a 9' E2 
By that fair right hand> 



Tbee I implore. 



My garment. 



HIFFOLYTUB. 

Profane, not by yopr touch, , 

' < * . . . .1 

N u a s £• 



Grovelling at thy knees, I crave 
^ ^hou Yvooid'^ not r.uin. me. 



HIFPOLYTUS. 



' Why wifBi td check 
My tonguei if you, as you pittend, have iaid 
Nought that is blafll^able\' ^ • ■ ^ 
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; < .;? •'.& ' u ': • ' ' Yetmuft mywordt* : ;- - 
'Q.a,yo account be ^«iilifii'<i* > -r.. 

.H 1 E p a L T T V 9* 

To the world 
What'^-yktuouftJiia^ Mtb honor be revealHL . " 

)t V Jt « E» 

Forget not:tbjii$ ih^Mttettnct, .O taf-Smii ' 
Due to a foleznn oath. 

♦ HIPP O L r T U S. , . •. . . 

:r ■ i .. :Ai«bo' my toogtte.[i6:} 

Hath;(^0rl>y fayfontUirOm the comp^^^free. 



[ 1 6^ii ^ifiiffynittid U^^xO^e^ hath had, viHoAi Judgments 
" pafTcd on it ; beingt^fjtj»^ke4> b/ ^i& ffllow clii^eof ^ iind heltl 
•' in contempt by yoj^rHy: .yet Cicero, wK^fe fmgl^ author jty 
*' is equal to kit the' reft, beftows fome degree 'of praife on it, 
*' and writes, " C|at)xl tfa JTiraturti eft, Jit m«n« coiifci ^cftt fieri 
*^ oport^kiid ^rvandttn^ €fi t q'ood airier, ft nori ifieceris, nuU 
** lorn eft pcrj^urmna." By *' qugd aliter," he eviikaUf meantf 
** oaths extorted by violeiice. and the '.words of £uripide;,a m%yi 
** be oommcndcd l^made ufe of by a rn«n who refufeato fulfil 
** what robbff^ had forced him to fwear: bUt (hould any one 
** aflc whether thia tcntiment becornc* his Hippolytut, I conli- 
" der it as'extremely ukworthy of HJm, oor dees CiocFofeerxt 
•' capable of having denized thi$. Hippolytus had engaged him* 
" felf by an oath to the Nurfe, that he would keep fecret what- 
" ever ftie confided to him: on hearing the wickednefsof his 
*• hl1^th6i<in Liiw^ whleli h*-dctefted, he rtigfit blame his ralh- 
*• nefs: but his foul, which comprehended the nature ol the 
•* 6bligttio!i under which he had ▼olantarily laid himfelf, cotild 
" by rto means be at liberty to break it: but^ after advancing 
*' ingthis fentiniesl on the Ctage, be atfts fo inconfiftently %v/itb 
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^ ^ i; R i» B. 

•H 

. -^tfdi, whit mean'ft thaa ? «t tho 

^IFBOLTTV^. 

I ho?d 
.^^ips of the iricked m abhoirciiceb 

H V H 8 B-, 

jr^i^^nei crxgr xithekt of mttft. 

HlPFaLYTV9. 

By a fair feihblance to deceive the worlds 
Where^rc;, Q jot e, beneath the folar beams 
Thatevii, Woman » iiidft thou «aiiib to dwett^ 
For if it was thy will the human race 
;>hould m»hip]y^ this oa^t not hif fuch means 
To be efie^ed r better in thyltine 
Each votary, on prefenting brafs or fteeJ, 
Or maiHve ingots 0/ refplendent gold % 
Proportioned to his offering, might from thc^ 
Obtain a race of Sons, and under roofs. 
Which genuine freedom vifits, unannoyM 
By women live. But to receive this worft 
Of evils^ Aow no fooner are our doors 
Thrown open, than the riches of our hoofe 
We utterly exhaulh How great a peft 

" bis own words, that he rather fubnuts to be adauUed^nththfr 

*' roofl; atrocious calunmies, than Id any refpe£t to violate the 

*' f«ith his tongue had Tworn to cbferve ; mereavcr on this tte 

** of religion, by which the pious youth held himfelf bQUd; 

^. tepc^ds the whole drama.'* VAL&&iiAiit. 
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^ts wointa, this otie drcumitaDce difpkyi ; - > 
The very Father who beget aptf tturmrM, 
A plenteous dower ad^^ncing, femis her fdrtli. 
That of fuch loath'd incumbrance he may rid 
His manftotts : bat the haplefs youth who takes ' 
This noxious inmate to hU bed; exalts < 
While he caparifons a worthless image. 
In gcrgeoas brnameivts and tiiliied veils 
Squandering his fabftance. With fome noble race 
He who by wed}ocI|r a conneftibn^ forms; . 
Is bound by harih nec:effity to keep 
The loatbfome Cbnfurt ; if perchance he gain^ 
One who is yirtaou^ fprang from worthiefs SifCSi 
He by the good compenfates for the ills 
Attending Aich ap union. Happier he • 
Unvc:ir'd by thefe embarraitmencs whofe Bride 
Inadiive thro' fimplici(y» and mild. 
To his abode is like a ftatue fixM. 
All female wifdom doth my foal abhor. 
Never may the afpinng Damc» who grafps 
At knowing more than to her fex belongs, 
Enter my houfe : fur in the fabtle breait 
Are deeper ftratagcms by Venus fown : 
Bui ihe whofe reafon is too weak to fiame 
A plot^ from amorous frailties lives fecure. 
No female fervant ever (hould attend 
The married Dame, flie rather ought to dwell 
Among wild bealts, who are by nature mute. 
Left fheihould ipeak to any, or receive 
Their anfwers. But the wickeJ now devife 
. Mifchief in fecret chambers, while abroad 
Their confidants promote it : thus, vil^ wretch. 
In privacy jrou came, with- me to form 
An impious treaty for furrendering up 
My royal Father's unpolluted bed. 
t)Oon from fuch honors ;n ;he limpid fpring 
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• 44 HlRP.Ott;V:T,V:». 

lAy ears .wU] I dHike ff^^z ^w,f;QM I r>^ft» r ^ 
Into the criAi^i^ift wh(ia Wif^g hear/l 
Onix a»jrHMilQ»a<<e mcnSoj\§f^j; fee| ;., 

Bafe/Womah^ know 'cis Hiy r<fiigipn i^m 
Your forfeit Ufe, for by 4 To^f^flPMittL . • 
If CO the Gv>4^ I ^d nat uaaw^ei 
Engag'd aiy^If, I ne!er l^puM ^ave rcfram'd 
From ^iog. thefe tranfadions to my Sif e ^ . . / 
But novv, v^lnle 'Tbefeus ia a foreign. I^nd 
Continues, henc? wiil I 4i:p^t, ^d keep .. , 
The ftriaeH fiienice. But I fepiViih^ll {qc^ ; . 
WhcfLWilk ray injurM Father I i«turn, 
Hovv you and yoar perfidious Qu«<n m\\ 4ara. 
To meet his eyes, ^lie.i fuUy (haH;l\Jtnqw ^ 
Your, impudcace, oj which I navfhskve made > 
This fidl eiTiy. Perdition iisl^e yoir bgjth ; . ;- ^ 
Far with unfatiated^bhorreiifre, ftill ; /. . 

'Gainft woniJin will, f jpeak,' thj' fome objeft ^ 
To my repeating fdw^iys the (^ir^c charge : 
For they are ever UBifofOfily v/icked : 
Let any ong then pfove the fi-niaje fex. . . . 
Poiftill of chaftity, or fuifer met; 
>As herecoforCy againll them to iayeigh. 

. '»Exit Hippplytiu;. 

CHORUS. 

ANT 1 STROPHE. 

O wretched woman's inaufpicious fate ! 

What arts, what projod: can we find. 
To extricate ourfelvcs, ere yet too late. 
From our diilrefs, or hpw the fnare unbind ? 
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HltPOLYTUS, 



P H ADR' A. 



Tuft arc Ac fniFcrings I endure • ... 
^ Tltoa earth and San, my anguiih cure» 
Howy b my friends, fhiil I a void 
The ftroke of fate before I am deftroy'd ? 
Or how ci»nceal 

The pang« I feel ? .... 

What tutelary God is near, <. 

What friendly" mortal will appear 
• To aid m;^ jin. this hour of mai^c ? , 
Afflictions and an evil name 
The remnant of my life mud vex : 
Kow am the molt wrctcHeipf iny feV. 

' ■ \- , O H o a V'U • '' 

Alas \ all now is over ; Omy Queeii, 
The ihatagems thy haplefs fervant fram'd 
Fail of fuccefs, and defperat'e are thy tbriunes* 

O villabous deflroyerof you)- /riends, *' • 
How have you ruin'd me ! may Jove my Grandfirc 
Uproot you in his.ifeng^ncefrom the earth. 
And fmite with thunderbolts that perjur'd head* 
When I your baleftfl ftraragcm? forcfaw. 
How oft did I enjoin yon t6 conceal' 
That fatal truth, from whofe difcoveVy fpring 
The torments I endure :' twt ydu the fecret 
Contain^ not, hence with an Uafpotted fame 
I cannot die, but ibme frefh fcheme muit forge;. 
' For this ra(h Youth, hif ibul with anger fir'd» 
Will Xo his Father my ptfencc relate. 
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46 Mii^^&Lrrvt. 

[ly] Inform the aged Pitthcus of my wOes, 
And with this hiftory, ^omy.fottl reproach. 
Fill the whole world. Maj j 4ft perdition icixc 
Both y;ou aAd all Whx) by dnhbne^jiiireairs 
Their 'unfionfinting Trieath areprofapt 'to uid. 

N U k -5-8^ 



J, O my ro^al mlftr^fs/ttSty'ft tondcmn 
lit I haytcommiited :'' for thy gricfj 



Thou, 
The fault ] 

A re fo fey^f'e,^ "thit fhey ^awhile "bWoint 
Thy better J itfgm^rit, Bdt viroufd*ftrhou admit 
Myanfwcr, Ifauld make iihe'r'thee'li»5tr^ur'd. 
And in thf kappinefs aafnCfreft feel. 
But fearching fbr-a'niiJd^eltitlb Wtriove ' * ' 
,Thy iicknefs, what [ leafl could wifli^ I found. 
Succefs had llamp^«ie::w«rei( for by events 

Are our opinions inflaenc'd* 

.•'--• y <'■"• ; -^'f' '■ •^" .. 
. m*-. 1 . • .. -I .' ' 

••l' " J»l'H*iiE-.a -fc .A-- . .; . * .. - 

Is it juft. 
And fatisfaftory, thus^rfttoiwound. 
And then di^jfjufd with m6 ? ,,._., 

C-.-T.lP 71'. - './!:,. .- !.. » . / 

S . ^^ dwolj' too jlqng., !, 

On this unhappy fahj£ft^.;,I.p9flfefs ^ 
My f^J^^y/^^blUt,..p.)C)4^g})tef^.,(hcr^ aVe^ 
To ertrijQ,i^e.,jthee '^\ Jfr^opi.aU^xhy woes. 

;»••• ^'\ '.-'.>., ...,' .- 4. ..;• • • rj . . 

[u?;] Brtifidi; c»t«(idc*«'t4i<nifi« i« mt. fQ.rerp«Iati9o^^ 'lad bts 

throwafit<>«t;«£^^g eAi^ion^^Qt^ «{90un4j9f tkptniaBbforijX h* 

co^fulted m theroyal library a^ Paris oftt^ contilmag it. Val- 

Jteaaer alfo markt it 6u1 as 'deficit ntm iwo n:ianur«ripts:" 
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means 



P H iE D H A. 

End this harangue ; you counfet'd me amlfi 
At firfl, an<i' undertook ii-vlle<defign. 
Go mind your own affairs: be mine-tbe ta>ft, - -^- ^ 
What interefts me, to fettle as I ought- [Exit Nurfc, 
But, O my noble frtends^.Tiai^nitan dames, 
Thus far indulgent to my eacne^ prayer* 
In iilcnce bury what you here ha^e heard» 

c H o ii.*u $• 
I caVliQiiin(»^. venerable Daughter ... i 

Of Jove, to witnef?, I M»UI ne'ex revoal 
Aught of thy forrowt^ : 

Ye have fpoken well; 
Bat after weighing all things in my mind, 
1 one expedient ^veLat ItogtihdeyisM. 
In this calamity, which may fecure 
To my, lov'd Sons an hcwiou«ibIe^Hfe ; 
And to myfelf, encompafs'd by fqch woes 
As now befal me, fome relief aiFord. ' 
For I will never fcandalize the hbufe 
Of CnetPi nor coim, after fo buiera^deeir 
J n iQ tho presence of o^nd^ Tbefeu€v 
Tofaveone.'fingleiifb. , .» . . 

' ■'-'^ C H"'0' R VS. • ■ . ' •■' •• 

;^, .;; ;;,Art i(hoa then htAt 
On mifi^h^^f fuch ^.sj^anpbf bf rccall'd ? . . 

V 

.p,;H j^-ffi, a ^-.A. 

To die is my^ retgl^i : . bat by i¥lut-m«|Ui| 
I muft deliberate. 
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4i: HIPPOLYT^S. 

CH O It V s. 

More au(pi«ious word« 
Than thefe I crave. 

p H JE x> R a; 

All I from you expeft 
Is wholefome coanfel. For the Cyprian Queen 
To whom I owe my ruin, I this day 
Shall gratify, tbus yielding up my life 
Vanquiih'd by riithlefs L<ive> '■ But after death 
I to another (hall become a cuvfe ; 
Hence ihall he learn no longer to exnlt 
In my difailrous fortunes, but acquire 
DifcreuoD, while my anguiih he partakes. 

£a-i> Phaedra. 

CHORUS. 
ODE. 

I. I. 

Tawkerc yon rock o'erhangs the main. 

Waft me, ye Gods, thctice bid me fpringi 
Transformed into a bird, on vigorous wing 
Thro' tracklefs ether mid the feathered tram ; 

With rapid piniens; wpu]d { foar 
On high. above the Adriatic /hore. 

And Pp^s impetupus. (Iream^ . 
[i8] Fixii on whoie banks that virgin choir, 

[i 8] Ovid, in thefecond Book of hisMetamorphofes, v. 340. 
*->*3<^^>has|tr«aaaacct(ui( ol the Davghtor of Apotio aod 
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HIPPOLYTUS; 49 

Vlio fpring from an immorUl Site, 
Intent^!! the fame doloroos tlieme 
Still weep for Phaeton's i^ntimely end, 
While'midil the purple tide their amber ceari defcend. 
* • » 

11. 2. . 

Thence to tkofecoafts would I proceed 
Where the Hefperides their fong 

Attune ; no mariner can thence prolong 

The voyage^ for, his daring bark t' impede, 
Neptune thofe hallowed bounds maintains. 

Where Atlas with unwearied toil fuftaina 
The Heavens' incumbent load ; 
And from a never-failing fpring 
Amt>ro£a's dreams their tribute bring. 
Watering thofe chambers, Jove's abode : 
There the glad foil its choicell gifts fupplies 

Obedient to the reign^f happy. Dei ties. 

II. I. 

Acrofs yon hoarfe refounding main, 

O bark of Ciete, thote haftier gales 

"Which caught the fnowy canvas of thy fiils 

Convey'd my Miftrefs, but convey 'd in vain ; 

By fate from profperous manfions torn. 
To nuptial riuei. unhallow'd was (lie borne, 
• And fcenes of future fliame : 
For furely from her native land. 
To the renown'd Athenian flrand, 

Clymeae, Snd Siders of Phaton, fPhaethTifa, Lampetia; and i 
third, whofe name he has not tranfntitted to us) being tiaus- 
formed into Pophirs, on the banks of the river Eridanus, or P», 
in Italy, where their Brother perilhed 5 and o^ their tears being 
h vdeoed by the Sao into amber. 

F 
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50 HIPPOLYTUSL 

She wjth a ludclds omen camfc ; 
Tho% to tbe fliore ckdr twifted cabfei iiouii4 ; 
With joy thefaUori kapM ooiatr Muojchia'sgroand. 

II. 2. 

Her ftrength in lingering iicknefs fpent^ 
Hence is flie ordaiaM to piiove 
How great the tortnresof nnlawfiil love. 
By the command of angry Venus ient. 
And after ftrnggling long in vain. 
Defeated by intolerable pain,'i 

Her fnowy neck aroond* 
To bhid that galling nooie, reiblves, 
Which from her bridal roof devolves, 
AwM by the heaven-ialli^d wound : 
Choofing to perifli [19] thus with' glory blcf!. 
She, cruel love, expels, the fouKs tyrannic ^ft. 

[19] The manner in wh«ch the Poet here rtprerents hit He- 
roine as dying to preferve her fame, is, it rooft be confeiTed, pe- 
.ttillarly unfbrtunitc. He himfelf might have been aware of iu 
impropriety, fince in hit Helen, v. 30^. that PrmceTt, dclibent- 
ing on fome mode to put tn end to her own life> obferve*, i\aX 
•* hanging is ignoble even in flavet:" The Rev, Dr. Franckiia, 
indeed, in a note on the Oediput Tyrannat of , Sophocles, joci- 
larly fpeaks of it as » death much in fifliion among the Ancicnis; 
but that their ideaf were at Icaft equally cbafte with tbofe & 
liie moderna in regard to any unhccoming method of fuicideor 
«f executing criminals, appears from that paflage in Home's 
Odvflcy, wherf: Ulyflfes, having d«termiped to punifti the de- 
bauched females of Penelope's court, " by an impure death," 
imrmrdiatcly ca«fea them to -be hanged. The cataftrorhe ot 
Amata in Virgil is indeed the fame with that of our Author's 
yhsdra, but with more propriety exF^Aed by 

Nodum informis lethi trabe ne£tit abairj. 

Then round a beam a running noofe fte tied, 

And faften'd by the neck obfcenely died. Drtd««. 

Seneca, though frequently unhappy in the execution of' his Hip^ 
pol>tus, has made a very great improvement on the plan oi 
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HIPFOLYTUS. SI 

MESSENGER, CHORUS. 

^ II • I t B V O t ft. 

Ho^! ho ! all ye who xiMr tlie palace ftand, 
Wich rpeecl come hither ; by the fatal cord^ 
Our Queeni the wife of Theftaii U dtArofd* 

c ^ • a p ■• 

liie^eA, %\sA \ 18 doxile. My royal Mifiiiefs 
Sttfpended in the ncbfe is now no more. 

« 1 8 • s « a a a. 

Why are ye not more fwift? will no one brings 
Thefharpen'd fteei». that^ with itj aid, this inftant 
The bandage we may fever from her neck ? 

. • X M 1 C li O K V i I. 

What ikall we do ? were it not befl, my friendt. 
To ruih into the palace, and our Queen . 
Loofe from the knot which her own ha^da have tied ? 

• X M I fi H • A V • II. 

But why do the young fervants, in this hour 
Of woe, abfent themfelves ? to be toc) bufy 
Is never fafe. - 

Ettrlpides, by prcfentmg her ts Jiving toTW th« fticccfg of her 
niaehioation* in the .death of^Hippolytua, and cben (tabbing b«r- 
.ieJf Ibrougb ref&otfe. Racine too has nndoabtedl; altered 
Phxdta.\ death Ibmewhat for the better, by making her poiibai 
herfelf i but let it be remeoobered a4 th^fame tinae, that EurL- 
pidcsy inftead oif following Hombr,.as Sdohocles hath done, ia 
the mode of jpca(l.a*s d^tb, reprdeAt* W »• falling on (ho 
ivordoif o'ae oi her Sbas. 

Fa 
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MlltBVOKt. 

Extend the haplefs body ; 
Unwelcome office to the lords I ferve. 

[ExitMctkngtr. 



c s • B V •• 

From what I hear» this iniferable Dame 
Hath left the world : for they are ftretcbing fbrtk 
Her corfe as one who is already dead* 

THESEUS, CHORUS. 

r n t B % V u 

O women, know ye what loud voice is that 
Within the palace ? from the menial train 
Of damfels, fhrieks/moft grievous reach'd my ear. 
^one of my houfehold opening wide the gates. 
Deign to receive me with aufpicious words 
On my return from the [20] prophetic, ihiine. 
Hath aaght befall'n the venerable Pittheus ? 
What tho* he be already far advauc'd 
Into the vale of years, yet wouhl his death 
Thefe manfions with a general forrow fill. 

tzo] ** Thefetts isreprefcnted by Euripides as rctnmmg it 
*' this wry itiomeDt of time to Troezenc from Delphi, whither 
*• he had gone as a votary of Apollo t for they who either vent 
*■'' thither in a public chara£^er as embafTadors from their city 
^ or to confult the God oA their own private affairs, were called 
^ l^seupoi ;, and Thefeus, en his retarning in that charaCker, 
'^ crowned according to antient ufage with the facred- hrarel , 
** complains that, none of his dome(\ics come forth' to meet and 
^ coDgrstuiat& him on bis aufpicious return*** V a l &£« a br» 
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UIPPOLYTUS, 53. 

CHOftVf. 

Fate in its march, O Thefeiu, hath not pierc'd 
The aged : they who in the bloom of yoUta 
Are now cut off*, your forrows will demand. , 



T H 1 8 S TT t. 

Ah me ! hathr cruel death ,,then, torn away 
One of my Sons i 

C h' O K. V S. 

,'.... They livc,^ while beeathlefs liet 
Their Mpcher : and moft piteous wajt her end» 

T 9 f 9 t V H 

What faid'il t^ou ? is my d«arcft Phaedra dead ? 
Thro* what mifthattce? " ' ■' 



C H O K U S. 

She tied the fatal noofe/ 



T R E S g H.|« ;' 

Had grief congeai'd ^er blood ^ or was ihc urgM 
To this by fome calamitous event ? ^ 1 . 

' c a o R V t. 
We ortly know the fa£l : for tp the pa7ace 
Am I juii come« O Thefeus, that with yours 
My forrows I may mingle. '., 

T H E S 1 U 8. 

Round thefe brows 
Why do I,wjBar ^ garland, but to ihew 
That I the oracle in lucklefs hour 
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Have viiited ? Unbar thofe doors, my fervants. 
Open them wide, tbiit I th^ \*»rctched corfc 
Of kiy deaf Wife may ti^, i^ho b]F Istt dtSkth 
Hath ruin^ me. - .- i . . , 



(Tiff Palace doors are opened^ and the tody 0/ Phaedra is 
dijc9vered 'with a veil thrown over it, J 

"^ ' ' "■' ^--tt 'ox t ti 

Thy woes, unhappy 'Qfife6ft; 
Were dreadful ; yet thou fuch a deed haii wrought 
As in confuiion this vrhole hdufe Vill plunge : 
Prefampttwdi^ v}6l%i»fy u^iifrtlif*! death 
£y cbinef<fWil^ft^iA^i£fod i f^V *^ ! ^>Mv 
Who but thyfelf, was author of thy fall ? 

• ^. _ T B B t E V n . •. r ■ - 

Wretch that 1 am !^ov\^ many ani how great 
Are my afti£tions ! but of all the itlb 
Which r have felt, this laft is molt fevere. 
Me and thefe manfiori's wi^hwhaf terrors arm'd 
P Fortune, doft them v\iv\ frdiirfoipe Fiend 
This unforeleeu diihonour takes its rife. 
A life like mine is not t$ t^ebiaVd, 
And^woiib than deafh iilelf : lot l£^ vftA 
An ocean of calamity bobo9d> .«;,..... 
That I can never hope to fwim to land. 
Or Hem thelic overwhejming waves of woe. 
Thee how fhaHl I acco^, or in what terms 
Sufficiently depfore thy wretched f^ate ? 
Swift as a bird* 'Tcap*d from the fovvfer^s haiid 
Hence hail thou vaniih'd with ]:mf etaous fliglit 
To the domains of fullen Pluto borne. 
Grievous ; alas ! moff grievous arc thefe woes. 
But from fome,antient ilores of wrath, r^fery'd 
By vengeful HcaVen to punlfh the mifdebds / 
Of a prog;enitor, I Aire derive 
This great calamity/ ' . 
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; o ft o k V s. 

Not you aIott€ 
Have fach afHidions vifited^ O King ; 
Youy but in common with a thoufand mourna'Sf 
Have iofl .the ^oble partner of your bedv. 

Under earth** deepfeft caverns wo'uld I dwe!l» 
Amid the ihades of everlafting night [21], 
A wretch beil irumber'd with the iileitt dead. 
Now [, alas \ tSr ever am bereft 
Of thy Va>/?d bonverfe : for thou haft deftroy'd 
Me rather fhin thyielf V^o vwU kiorm me 
Whence death, with riithleij deiliny combi^n'dj 
Thy vicalf reaeh'd ? cad any one diklok 
The l-eal faA ; Or d0ch this pialace. harbour 
A melilistl fwarm iit vain ? for thee* for thef» 
Alas, I grieve ! what foirrows of ray houfe, 
Tot> great to be fupported 01 exprefs'd. 
Axe tbefe which 1 have witnofsM 1 but 1 perifli ; 
Thefe mahiions are a deiert> and iny Sens 
Have I0& their Mother. 

CHORUS* 

• ' Thou hjtft left, haft left 

Thy friends, thon d^areft and thoo beft of womeii. 
Whom the refplcftflent Sun^ or gKimmering Moon, 
E'er vilited in her nofturnal rdtind, 
O my unhappy, my unhappy Queen I 

[ai] Inltead of crjto/w with ft comma prefixed, I, with Brnnck, 
read ajtc? <, and ftibjoin lo it thecomtna^ whi<;h appears to me 
a^ery inateriaKimprovemaat with but ^ Sight violation of the 
Hxt. 
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56 H I P P O L Y T U S 

This houfe w)iat dreadful evils have befallen t 
Thy fate bedews thefe/wimmiog eyes with tears : 
But fhuddering to thefeqael of our woes 
Already I look forward. 

T a & $ X v ff. 

Ha, what rtieans 
The letter which ihe clafpt in her dear hand. 
What fre/h intelligence can it contain ? 
Harh die deceas'd here wricen a reque(l 
For aught that to the marriage bed pertains, . 
And her Tons welfare? Thou pale ihade, rely. 
On (his aifurance, thnt no other Danic 
The widow'd couch of Thefeu? IhaU afcend. 
Or enter thefe abodes. Yet with fuch force, 
Theie^well known chara&ers the golden ring^ 
Of her who is no more hath here imprefi^'d. 
Allure me, that the feal I wiil buril open, 
And leacn what charge to me fhe would cpnve/t 

CHORUS. 

Some God, alas f hath in fuccefiion heapM 
Evil on evil : fach my f^rte, that life 
Will be ho longer ar.y life to me 
After this deed of horror. I pronounce 
The houfe of my ^ie voted King's o'crthrown, . 
And now no more a houfe. Yet, O ye Gods, 
This family, if poffible, forbear 
To crufh, and lilten to my fervent vow. 
Yet, like the foothfayer, my foieboding foul 
An evil omen views. 

T S X S I U •• 

To my paft woes. 
What woes, alas ! are added, far toa great 
To be endui'd or uiter'd I wretched me ! 
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HIPPOLYTUS. ig 

C H O R IT 5. 

What frefli event is this ? fpeak» if the ferret 
To me ^u caa difclofe. 

With kadeft voice. 
The letter echoes iuch atrocious crimes 
As are not to be borne. To 'fcace this load 
Of mifcry, whither, whither Ihall I fly J 
For» 1 alas I am utterly undone. 
What drains of horror, have thefe wretched tyn 
Beheld, in that portentous fcroU expreft ! 

CHORUS. 

All that is terrihie, yoar words anipuace. ^ 

T n m • s V •. - 

Within the door of my indignant lips, 
N9 longer thas ViU I contain a deed 
Of unexampled guilt. O city, city ! 
Hippolytus with brutal force hath dar'd ' 
To violate my bed, and fet at nought 
Jove*s awefttl eye. But, O my Father Neptun^, 
■Since thou hafl' firmly p^omis'd that thou thrice 
Would'ft grant me what I pray'd for ; now fulfil 
[22] One vow, and flay my Son, nor let him 'fcape 
This fingle day, if thou, with me, defign 
To ratify the compadl thou hail made. 

[ta] The Scholiaft, on v. 1349, of this Tragedy, fays, The- 
fcus received an oracle from Apotto, irtfbrmin^ him, that what* 
eirerhe prayed for to Neptune (houid be granted him three- 
times : he then arrange$ that Her«^8 petitions in the following 
order, firft that he might return from Hell j fecondly, .to be ex- 
tricated from the labyrinth -p and Ulliy, that his Son Hippolytus 
might perilh. 
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HIPPOLTTUS. 



C R. O R O S» 

Read that imprecation to th^ Gods ; ^ 
ForyoUf OKiflg, your error will ptnccirt ^ 
Attend to my advice* 

t 8 I • I V Y, 

Thefe eara are cloi'd : 
Moreovdr T will drive him frbm the land ; 
For of thefe twofold facesi or thh or that 
Muft fmite him ; Neptune, when he heart my curfb, 
WiU phihge tite mifcreant to the fhades of hell i , 
Elfc, caft forth from hit region, and ordain'd 
To wander in fosie foreign land, a life 
Of the profoundeft mifery (hall he drag. 

CHORUS. 

Behold how feafonably yotir Son himfelf» 
Hippolytus, is coming : O fubdue, 
My royal Lord, fubdue that baleful rage; 
Confult the good of your unhappy houfe. 

HIPPOLYTUS, THESEUSi CHORUS. 

HIPPOLTTUS. 

Hearing your voice, I with the utmoft fpced 
Am hither come, O Father ; tho' whence rife 
Thefe groins I know not, and from you would learo* ~ 
Ha I what is heriE ? your Confort, O my fire, 
I fee, a breathlefs cprfe : this needs muft caafe 
The greateft wonder. Since I left her living, 
How ihort the intervening fpace I but now 
She op'd thofe eyes to view the radiant Sun. 
What dire mifchance befel her, in what manner 
- She died, inform me. Ah you filetft ftill ? 
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HIFPOLYTU&. 59 

Xn oar calamities of no avail 
Is £lence : for folicitdo^ to l^now. 
All that had pafs'd, with greedinefs the bekrt 
£xplores a tale of woe; norisit juft, . ' 
"^Ay father, yoor afflidions to cbaccal [friendjL 

From friendsj sind thofe wlio are yet more thani 



T H S 8 S V «. 



O mortals, why« uop/ofifiably ]oft 
*Jn many errors, ihive ye to attain 
A thoufand fpecious arts, fome new device 
Still meditating, yet ye neither know 
One rare attainment, nor by your enquiries 
Could ever reach, the gift of teaching thofe 
Who lack difcrejtion, how to think arigKt ? " 

H I p p o L T T u s.. 

The fage you fpe^k of, he who^outd compel - 
Fools to grow wife, muft be expert indeed. 
But iince ifhe lubtle arguments yon ufe 
Are fo ill-nm'd, my »re, I greatly fear 
Your woes'ihould caiife ydur tongue to go beyond 
The bounds of seafen. 



* t* B B S « O t. 

With . fqmc clearer teft 
Man ought to have been firrnilh'd, to difcem 
The thoughts, andiever from the real friend- 
Each vile impoflor. All the human race 
Should have two voices, one of facred truth.; 
No matter what, the other : *gainft esch plot 
Bevis'd by foul injuftice^ hence the firft 
Might in perpetual evidence come ferth, 
And none could be dipceiv'd. 
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So HIPPOLYTUS. 

HIPPOLTTU8« ' 

Hath any friend 
AccnsM me in yoar ear^ and fix*d reproach 
«Upon the puiltlefs ? I with dire amaze 
Am fmitten : in fuch incoherent words 
Your rage bnrils forth» that horror £ils my foul. 

T R 1 8 ■ V 8, 

Ah, whither will the mind of man proceed 
In its career ? can nature fix no bounds 
To impudence ? for if this evil take 
Still deeper root thro* each fucceeding age. 
The Son grown more abandoned than the Father, 
In pity to this world, the Godo ihoaid add 
Another world fufficient to contain 
All thofe who fwerve from juHicc, and the bwod 
Of doners. Look upon that impious wretch, 
Tho' fprung from my own loins, who hath defied 
My nuptial couch ; too clearly, the deceased. 
His moil atrocious villainy hath provM. 
Shew then thy face before thy injar'd Sire, 
Since to this pitch of unexampled guilt 
Thou haft proceeded. Yet art thou the man 
Who hold? familiar converfe with the Gods 
As tho' his life were perfeft ? art thou chafte 
And pure from all defilement ? by thy boafts 
I will not be deluded, nor fufpe<El 
Thou can'ft impofe upon the Powers Divine. 
Naw glory in thy vegetable food, 
f 23] Difclple of the tuneful Orpheus, rave 

[ij] ** In thefe words Earipides fccras to me, with eqnal 
** learning and truth, to have afcribed the fame origin to the in- 
*' ftltutiops of Bacchus, Orpheus, and Pythagoras, the latter of 
** whom evidently borrowed from Orpheus a total ibftioencc 
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HIPPOLY.TUS. it 

*Wkh Bacchus' ^ntic choir, and let the fames 
Of varied lea rfiiog footh thee. Thoa ai't caught. • 
Prom me let all take wai;niag» and aroid' 
Tl^oieariful hypocrites who bait the fnare 
With words which great auHerit/ denote^ 
While thq/i^Qntriye ba^fe projc£l3. bhc is dead ; 
And fo thou deem'ft thy(elf fecure ; yd hence 
Thy guilt, Q mifcreant, is nrfore clearly pro v'd. 
What weightier oath, what pjea Can'ft thou tievife 
This lettar to confute, fthat ihoia may'ft Tcape 
Un pur ifii'd for thy cxito'e ? wiit thou all edge 
She haled, thee, and that thy fpurions birth 
Makes the legitimate thy foes ? 'rwijl argufe 
That flie was prod igaLof life, if thus 
She forfeited whatever her foul held dear ' 
Thro' eomky to thee. Bur man belike 
I5 privileg'd fromluft, whofe power innate 
Mifleads frail woman. Well am I aware 
Both male and female arc alite expob'd 
" To danger, joftat Cytherea fires 

** from animal food. T^ iat nafiejb as is recorded of ancienl 6r» 
** pbeus^ fays Plut^ch in hig Banqtt<3t of ^he feven wife Men. 
** Alexis and Antiphanes, in Athenacus, deride the Philoib- 
*' phers for fuch abUincnce ; ai\d in this refpctt Zeno imiUtcd 
^^ the Pythagoreans, making ufe, according to Diogent«i Lacr- 
** tins, cctETupw Tpo(f>>j, that is, of bread, honey, and iuch kind 
•* ©f food as could be prepared without the aid of fire."—*—* 
Valcenaer. 

Thofe readers who have not inclination or opportunity to 
confult the rpnjains tranfmitted to as of the anticnt Phiiofopher^, 
-will fee the admirable dodrioes of Pythagoras, illuftrated with 
all the energy and graces of Poetry, by Ovid in bit Metainor- 
phofes, i^. i5.,v. 60 — 478. which my countrymen, who ure ac- 
quainted only with their own language, may have th<? benefit of 
peruiin^ in the vcrfion of that firll of Engiifh ttanflators the great 
Dryden, it being inferted in his Mifcellaneous Works, publifhed 
in £760, by the late Mr. Derrick, Vol. IV. p. 41 — 68. anil in 
th« verfion of the Mttarnorphofes, pu'^lifhed bySi'r S. Garia, 

G 
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62 HIBPOLYTUS. 

The youthfol heart, altho' a partial world 

Forbear to brand our iex with equal fhame* 

But wherefore in an idle ftrife of words 

With thee Ihosld I engage, when here^ t&ecdrie^ 

That witneis not to befufpeded^ liee ? 

Wi(h fpeed an exile from this land depart. 

Nor dare to enter Athens hy the Goda 

£re6ted, or the bounds of my domain. 

For if from thee I tamely fliould fubmit 

To wrongs like thefe, no more would Sinnis te}l 

How eril I ilew him at thelfthmian pafs. 

But fay my beafts are vain ; nor would the recks 

Of Schiron, da(hM by the furrounding waves^ 

Call me the fcourge of villaini. 

CHORUS. 

Atftlofs 
Am If of any mortal how to fpeak 
A« truly happy : for their lot wJio once . 
)Vere bleft, hath undergone a total change. 

HIP^OLYTUS^ 

Tho* dreadful, O my Father, is the wrath 
And vehement commotion of your foul. 
The charge againft me which now feems fo ftrong. 
If duly fearch*d into, will prove devoid . 
Of truth and honour. I am not expert 
At an harangue before affembled crowds, 
Tho* fomewJiat better qualified to fpeak 
Among my youthful comrades, and where few 
Are prefent : a fufficient caufe for this 

ay be gflign'd ; for they who are held cheap 
Among the wife, in more harmonious ftrains 
Addrefs the people. Yet am I conllrain'd 
By the fevcre emergency to burft 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC ' 



HIPPOLYTUS. 6> 

The bondf oFAIeace» a«d begin my {ptceh 
With a diicaflioz^ of chat odaoas charge 
By you firfl urg^d again^ mti to conva^. 
And bar me from replyirig* Do jonr tyes^ 
Behold the. fern and tvide exteitt of earth ? 
$ay, what you lift ; of all the numerous tribes 
Who hdre were bort), there >s not a man more chaftt 
Than I am ; the iirfl y^owkdge r ac^uir'd 
Was thb; to reverence the imAortal Gods^ 
And with thofo frieoch ft/!bctate who ateempC 
Nought by the lawi condemnM, bat are endued 
With a dee() ftnfe of (rirtutas fhame, and kota 
Either themfelves to pra'flife or to aid 
Unfeemfy a£tien»« I ne'er made a jeft 
Of thofe whom I converfe with, O my Sire, 
But to. my f/xeitdi have ftlll remained the fame . 
When they are abfent^, ai vyhen near at hand : 
And above all, by that peculiar crime 
In which. you chiok that )Poa have caught me now» 
Am I untainted: by impure delight 
I to this day have never been ebtic'd. 
Of love and it$ trUnfa^ions nought I know^ 
Except what I from cafual talk have heard 
[24] Or fcen in pidturcs, but I ani not eager 

[44] " Euripides here fpeaks of paintings, according to th« 
•* manners of his own tinics,.and r^gardlefs of chronological pro- 
•* priety. In the age of Tbefeus, noUfcivious pidVures yet ex- 
" ifted. Bat the Poet is food of firnDiea taken »from the^iit, 
•* and of this fnannerof fpcafeingf, which he introdnces yet mare 
** prepofttronfty in his Trdjaft captives, where Hecuba fays, 

Inc'erdidnJount 
A (hip, yet 1 from pi^ures and repoct 
The nitiers'kagwl. 

G 2 
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64 HIPPOLYTUS. 

To look on thefe, for Ail I my foul retains 

Its virgin pcrity. But if no credence 

My fpoilefs challityuith you'flioold find. 

On you is it incumbent to fhew how 

I was corrupted. Dicf your Confort-s charms 

Ecllpfe all other ivomen ? could I hope - 

Beneath your roofs to dwell, and with your Wife 

That I the rich inheritance fhould gain ? 

This fure had been the higheft pitch of Mlf. 

Eot what a bait is empire ! none at all 

To thofc who are difcreet^ unlefs a luft 

For kingly power already hath corrupted 

Thofe who delight in it. O'er all the fons 

Of Qreece, in every honourable flrife, 

is it my great ambition to prevail. 

And be the firft ; but rather in the (late 

"Would I live happy with my deareft friends^ 

And occupy the fecond rank : for blifs 

Exempt from every- danger, there is found, 

Tranfccnding all that royalty can give. 

One thin^ there is, by me not mentioned yet : 

Tho' all befide already have you heard. 

Had I a fmgle witnefs like myfelf 

Of tried veracity, and could debate 

With her while yet (ht; liv'd, you from the fad. 

After A ftrift enquiry, might decide 

Which was the criminal. But now, by Jove, 

** ir If painting was known at tjie time of the Troj.<n war, 
" which I can by no means believe, I vKjould sflc, is it probabl* 
** that Hecuba, grown old at Troy, in a town fituated near the 
** fea-ihore, (hoald havefeen no (hips except m piflvrca >*'— . 
Brunck. 

Though Ie'***'''*lf concur in the above interpretation, itnoay 
brr proper not ^ clofe this note without mentioning that Me- 
Ian6~tl;Dn renders >ptf.CJ1 MvcnraiY^ video fcripturam, and Ra- 
faileer, literas iftas videns-, and that their vcrfions arc fupported 
by the authority of the S^hoKalh 
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HIPPOLYTUS- 6s 

Who guards the oath inviolate, I fwear. 
And by the confcious Groaad on*whIch we tread , 
'l*hat I your CQnfort never did approach. 
No not in willor deed. May l.expire 
Stript of renovyn, and bvcrvvhelm'd with fliame. 
Torn tVoaa my country,, tny paternal hpufe, ' 
An exile and a Vagrant thro' the wbrldy" 
Nor may the ocean or the earth receive 
My breath kfs corfe,nf I hare thns tranfgrefsM I 
[35! I know aot' whether *^wa5 thra' fear flic loft 
Her lifsy and mare than this I muft not fay » . 
With her, difcrecion amply hath- fuppli^d . : ., •. 
The place of ckaftity ; I ftill have praf^la'jd . . 
That virtue, boii alas! without fncc^fs., / 



c H o R V 8> 



Sufficient is it to refute the charge 
That thou this oath hail taken, and calPd down 
Th& powers immortal to atted its truth. 



T..H £ S K T7..S* 



Is he not rather an audaciousi clieat, 
Trufting in magic arts, who dares to ihi.ik 
He by an oath can biafs the relblves 
Of his- iftfulied Sire ? 



[25] " Thi* might be fpok^n with troth by HippO-'ytos j jind 
*' there wasfome room for djubt, whether Pn^dra had pat- an 
** end to her pwn life, becaufe Ciiz was eariLjed at the repulle iha 
" had mti wlth^ 6r thiou^h fear. The verfe of Hippolyta^, or 
*' Virbius, in Ovid, 

" Judiciine meta magis, oftensSae repu!f«. '. 

" Mit. U. x\'. V. 5DI. 
" feems to mc to depend oa another which is loll" — VALiSLt- 

^A£R« 
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« HIPPOLYTUS. 

■» ' ■ 

HIPP "O L-Y T V 9-.' 

' ''' * -The part ycu aft 
Challenges my aiioniAimeni : were you 
My Son, anU I. your Father, had ybu dar^ 
To violate my. Wife,; I wouUl not baaifii» 
But kill you. \^, .' , , 

' i/ . ' ■• .. T.'HJi m-ii V i,' ■ 

SeafoiiaMe itaiark : the lentettce 
Which on- thyfeif with juftioe thou had psfs'd 
I will not now ioSift'^ fer iftfta&tdesidi 
Is grateful t» che WFCtched. But ordaia^d 
An exile fron tky na6ve land to roam, 
A life of tedious forrow fhalt thou drag 
In foreign realms ; fi»chare the wa|;e8 doe 
To an nnrighteous man. 

HiPPOLYTUa. 

;' What means my Sire ? 

Inftead of waiting till impartial time 
The merits of my conduft afcertain. 
Hence will you baniih me ? 

T a S 8 E V $. 

.H^ I the power. 
Beyond the ocean, and where Adas (lands 
Upon the (26J utmoft limits of the world. 
So iirortg the hatred which to thee I bear — 

[a6 J Virgil's idea of the fartheft extremity of the world is 
femewhat Jlmilar, and more circumftantiafly marked out, 
Oceant ftnem juxta, folemque cadentem 
Ultimus Ethiopum locttseft, ubi makiious Atlis 
Axem humcro torquet. ' Mn» L. iv, v. 480. 

** Where the San fets, md utmoft Ocean cada, 
<* The fartheft Uundi of ^^ihiopta lie -, 
** There mighty Atlas oa his (hottl:Jers bears 
** Hcavci'saxis.'' • STftAIAK* 
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H IP POLYT us. 6; 

H I P P O L Y T V S. 

What, without fearching rnto any proof 
From oathi or witnefs; or the voice of Seers, 
Expel me uQcoademn'd from thefe domains ! 

T K * s » V s. 
Thii letter, which ne Sootliifayer can reqaire 
To make it better underibod, the charge 
'Gainll thee authenticates ; fo to thofe birdft 
Who hover o'er our heads I bid adieu. 

H 1 P P O L Y T. U $. 

Why am not I permitted, O ye Gods, 
To ope my mouth, when I my ruin owe 
To you whom J adore ? I will not fpeak : 
For he I ought to move hath 'gainft my voice 
Cios'd his obdurate ear^ : I (hould infringe 
A folemn oath, and fport with Heaven in vain, 

THESEUS. 

To me pad all endurance is (hat mafic 
Of fandtiiy which thou afFum'il, Wic.i fpeed 
Why go'il thou not from thy paternal land ? 

HIPPOXYTUS. 

Whither can I betake my/elf? what friend 
Will to his houfe admit an exil'd wretch 
Charged with this great offeiice ? 

THESEUS. 

^ Whoe'er receives , 

Each br.fs invader cf the maniaoe bed, 
And With ihe wicked man dell^ius :o vlwell. 
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68 U I P P*0 L y T U S. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

What wottods.my fouli and from thefe eyes ex- 
The tear, is your believing me fo wicked. [torts 

THESEUS. 

There was a proper fcafon for thefe groins 
Aad all thy forethottght, when thou to diihonour 
The Cod ion of thy Father did'll prefume; 

HIPP 6l y t u 8. 

Q manfioQs, wAald to Heaven that ye a voice 
Could otter, and your lell^mony give, 
. Whether I have tranfgrefs'd. 

THESEUS^ 

Hail thou recoil rfe 
To witneffes who lack the power of fpeech ? 
Beyond all words this deed thy guilt difplays. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

In fuch pofition as to view my foul' 
O couid I (land, that I might ceafe to weep 
For the calamities I now endure ! 

THESEUS. 

Thoa thine own merits hail much more been wont 
To reverence, than with pious awe to Ireac 
'i'hy parents a^ thy duty doLi enjoin. 

H IP p'o L y T u s. 
Unhappy Mather !* wretch'^^d Son ! avert 
The LUil,i v/!. ch oa a fpurious race attenJs, 
F:o.n ihofe why (hire my rVicL'iih';?, ri^^iite.us GdJs! 
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HTPPOLYTUS. 6^ 

' t"h 1~9 E' U. S. ' 

Will ye not drag him fiom ray figljt, ye (laves 2^ 
Did you not hear how I long /Ince decreed 
He ihall be baniih'd ! 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

They fhoufd rae it foOJii, 
If they prefum'd to touch me. Bui yourfclf . 
May from theft realms expel me if you lifl. 

THESEUS, 

If thou obey nocthefe cpm^manda, I will : 
For 1 feel no compaiHoQ for thy e.xiie« ' 

Exit Thc{u}iB. 

H I P P O L ,V T U S. 

The (entence is» it feems, already pafs'd ; 
Wretch that 1 am 1 My doom indjj^cd 1 koow. 
Yet know lict in what language, to expels 
The pangs I feel.— O thpu to; me; molt dear 
Of all the Gods Latona's virgin Daughter, 
Who dweirft with me, companion of the chafe. 
Far from illuftrious Athen§ let us fly ; - 
I to that city and j£rectheps' lapd ...» 
Now bid farewell. ^ ' - Q thou l^oezeoian realm. 
Fraught with each varied pleafure jyouth admires, 
Adieu : I fee thee now for the iaft time. 
And thefe la!l parting words to thee addrefs. 
Come, O ye youths, my comrades, hither come, 
Speak kindly to qie now, and till we reach 
The frontie;'8 of this CQUntry, on toy iteps 
Atterfd. For ye ihall ne'er, behold a man 
More chaile, iho' fuch I feem not to my Sire. 

£;ei/ Hippolytus. 
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t^ HIPPOLYTUS. 

CHORUS. 
. p t> £. 

I. I. 

When I reflcA on Hearcfl** jtift fway. 

Each ftDXioaA.thougJhc is driven away ; 
But, tAil to) foon, hope's Aatterins profpeA endi. 
And in this ha^raiVd foulderpair iuc9«edi ; 

When I compare with human decds^ 
What fate thofe deeds attends. 

At each various period changing, 

ForM'd upon no fettled plan» 

In a maze of errors ranging. 

Veers the precarious life of man. 

/. 2. 

May the kind God^' paternal care, 
.Attentive to their votary's prayer, 
Grant unallayM proipcrity ind wealth. 
Let me enjoy, wuhoat cdnfpicuous fame, 
A character unftain'd by ihame. 

With mental eafe and health : 
Thus ejlempt from Wrinkled forrow. 
Would I ape the circling mode, 
Altdr my condud with the morrow, 
And faatch each pleafure as it lio w'd. 

n. I. 

N^w I a heart no longer pure 
Againll the ihockfi of fortune cam fecure, • 
But feel at length e'en hope itfelf expire : 
Since from the land we fee that ftar whofe light 

On Athens Ihone fercnely bright. 
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HIPPOLYTUS. 71 

Rcmov'd by Thcfcus' ire. 
Lamei^^,; thick fcgttn'd ,<5tf th^ ftrprc, y^ ftijflB, 
Where Trcezene's city ftands. 
And fteep mountaipsj whlph afcending 
With thy hounds to trace the prey, 
• Thou, ttippol>tufi, atteftrfiffg 

Diaynna, the fW)fi; hiftd didft flay. ' 

ir. 2. 

No longer the Hennetian fteeds 
Yok'd to' thy chariot, o'er yon fecred irieadf 
Around the ting, wilt thou expertly guide. 
The.Mttfe« wJhofe lyre is doom'd to fouod i^ more, 

Shall the paternal houfe deplore. 
Bereft o£ thee Hs prid^. 
For Dian's haunts beneath th' emkovvering (hade. 

Now no hand the wreath will braid. 

Thou art from this region baniih'd. 

Hence is Hymen'a torch decay'd : 

All profpefts of thy Jove are banifh'^^ 

The rivalry of many a maid, j 

iir. 

By thy calamity infpir'd 
With plaintive ttrains, will I bewail thy fate, 

O wretched Mother, who in vain 

The throes of childbirth did'ft fuftain. 
I with indignant hate 

Againft the Gods themfelves am fir^d. 
Ah, gentle Graces, fmiling at his birth, , 
Could not you fcreen by your benignant poiyer 
Your guiltlefs votary, in an qyil hour 
Sentenc'd to wander far from his paternal earth ? 
The fervant of Hippolytus, with looks 
Which witnefs grief, I fee in hafte approach. 
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a HIPPOLYTUS: 

MESSENGER, CHORUS. 



MESSENGER. 

Ye matrons, whither (hall I fpecd my coo rie 
To find tbea-oyaJ.Thefeui ?, if you know. 
Inform me ; is the monarch here within ? 

CHORUS. ; . . 

Forth from the palace he in perfoit comes. 
• THESEUS, MESSENGER, CHORUS, 

MESSENGER. 

'O Thefeus, the intelligence I bring 
Peferves the ferious thoughts of you, and aH 
The citizens wh^, or in Athens, dwell. 
Or on. the borders of Trcezene's land. . 

THESEUS. 

What mean'jft thou ? hath fome recent woe befallen 
Thefe [27 j two adjacent cities ? 

MSSSENGBB. 

In one word, * 
To Turn up all, Hippolytu:. is dead ; 
For he but for a moment views the fun. 

[17] Troezcne,whichis In the Peloponefu?, and fituated in 
the extremity of the province of Argus is feparated by rbe bay- 
of Saron from Aths^ns, which lies- on the Oi^pfite (bote of the 
inaia conticent of Greece. 
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IflPPOLYTUS. 7j 



T H B • I U S. 



Sajr, by what hoftile arm the mifereant fell ? ' 
Did any one, whofe Wife with brutal force. 
As late his Father's, he defil'd, afTail hipk i 



MESS % v G e K. 



The fiery coorfcrs who his chariot drew 
Deilroy'd him, and the curfes you addrefs'd 
To the ftern ruler of the deep, your Sire, 
Again ft your Son. 



T H S S £ U S. 



Thanks, Oyc righteous Gods, 
Now, [aS-j Neptune, haft thou prov'd thyfelf my 
Since thou my imprecations haft fulfili'd. [Father, 
Inform me how he perifh'd, how the fword 
Of Juftice fmote the villain who had wrong'd me ? 

MCSBENGER. 

We, near the beach ^ oft dafli'd by the hoarfc waves 
Of ocean, fmooth'd his generous courfers' manes,[29] 
Yet weeping. For a mcffcnger arriv'd 
With 'tiding*, that Hippolytus no more 

{aS] Apollodoras, L. 3, c. 7. Uaves it equally dubious wlfh 
Ettripjdep," whether the Ood Neptune* or JE^tus the hufband of 
^thrfi, was the real Father of Thefeus. 

[1^1 " It by no means farprizes me thnt the long accounts of 
" Hippolyttfs' death, even' in Pvacinc's Tragedy, fct ofi" a. a is 
•* with a great variety of omameutf, i'eems tedious to forae of 
" the beft critics of France. The elaborate remarks of M. A. 
** Racine, iu the Memoirs of the Academy of Infcriptions, Tom. 
** 8. p. 311. are cxtjenK^y worthy of being perufed.'*—V alks- 

H 
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74 HippoLrrus. 

Would to this realm be fufFer'd to retarn, 
Sentenc'd by you to xniferable exile. 
But, to conBrm this piteous tale, foon came 
The banifii'd Prinze, and join'd us on the ftrduid, 
A numerous groupe of tomrades on his fleps 
Attended : .after a long paufe, he faid, 
Ceafing his plaints ; " why ilill fliould I lament 
** My doom, my Father's word muft be obey'd : 
** Thofe Heeds, ye fervants, harnefs to the car ^ 
'* Trcezenc is no longer my abode." 
Soon as we heard, all hailen'd : thefe commands 
Scarce was there time co ifTue, when we brought 
The ready courfers harnefs'd to their Lord : 
Mounting his chariot then the reins he feiz'd. 
When he his feet had in ftrong [30] bufkins clad : 
But firft with hands oulTpread invoked the 6od$, 
And cried ; " O righteous Jove, here end my life, 
. <* If I have finn'd : but let my Father know 
[31]** How much he wrongs us» whether we expire^ 

' [30] 'T^'* conftrnftion of the «^ord o^tT^etiffw U obje£Ved to 
by Valkenaer *nd Dr. Mufgravc oathc authority of Euftathius 
on Homer's Iliad, L. a. v. 718. where thiR paflage of Euripides 
js cited, and o(,^v>ien ar« ftsppofed to be the femicircu'ar pro- 
j^^iona On each'lide of the chariot, on which ihe charioteer fixed 
his feet : but Henry Stephens, in his Greek Thefaurue, cor^firms 
the ufua! acceptation of theuord o^vXat in this place by the 
citation of it, in fhe EtymQlogicum Magnum. Reilkius does 
not diffent from this interpretation, but obje^s to the epithet 
avxMffiv^ and proj^ofes the choice ©f three others. Dr. Muf- 
gravi propofes |fr«K «^ bttt feems to htve wavered, and 
been undetermined both as to the fubftantive and adjedive, his 
Latin vcrfion being vilibusocreis: but the very words a,vra\^ 
a^Qv7\ai^ (land unchallenged in the Bacchanalians, v. i iji. eH. 
Barnep, whe-e it is impoilible to interpret the expreffion in any 
otler fenfe than fandals orbuflclns. 

[31] " The Sdroliafl obferves, that this verfe is marked wi»h 
^^ the letter X, which Is affixed to it as a (jlmi gf. diiapproha'lon 
n by the Grammarians, on account of the Cnsular number being 
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HrPPOLYTUS, "* 75 

'* Or mil behold the light." With lifted thong 
The rapid courfers onward then he drove ; 
We fervants clofe behind our maker's car 
FoUow'd along {32] the Epidaurian road 
Which leads dired to Argos. But at lentth, 
Faffing the limits of this realm, we enter'd 
A wildernefs adjoining to th^ coafl 
Of the ^aronian deep : a dreadful found 
Was from the inmofl caverns of the earth 
Sent forth like Jove's own thunder, while the deeds 
Allonifh'd, with their heads and ears ered^ 
Towards Heaven, dopp'dfhort. An inftant terror feiz'd 
On all of us ; we wonder'd whence the found 
Could ifTue, till at length, as on- the beach 
We loakd, a mighty wave we faw, which rcach'd[ ^3] 
The ikies, and from our views concealed the cliffs 
Of Sciron, the whole ifthmus covcr'i o'er. 
And ^fculapius' rock, then to a iize 
The moil enormous fwollen, and jJburing forth 

**• changed into the plaral. For v^hen the Athenians waged war 
4i agaiaft Chios, they were fo extremely violent in their hatred 
** of its iah&bitants, that they marked counterfeit coin, and 
**■ whatever they diHiked, with an X, the initial of the Greek 
** word XiOf , to exfM-effi their contempt "— Barhej. 

[32] I have followed Valkenaer in reading K av^oxv^iair, for 
which he cites the authority of Florentine and Parilian mann- 
fcrlpti, Epidauria being, as he cbferves, fitUatcd in the road from 
Trcerene to Argos. 

1 3 3] *' Euripides has copied this exprefllon of Ky/A v^tca 
*' r^p^C*^ from Homer, whofe Difcord, 

*^ Parvu meto primo, mox fefe attollit in anrat, 
- ** ' ' ' el caput inter nubila condit. 
** la the Iliad, L. 4. v. 443. 

** SmaiPat her birth, but rifing every hour, 

♦* While fcarce the ikies her horrid head can bound, 

« She ftaiks oa Earth." Pop 1. 

f VAKKEVAtK. 

H 2 
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j6 HIPPOLYTUS. 

With loud explofion feam oo tw&j Me, 
^he tide impellM it onward to tfa^ Goaft 
Where flood the karnefs'd Aeeds ; amid the Horm 
And whirlwindts rage, the Wave dif^rg'd a Boll, 
Ferocious monfler, with whofe beilowings fiU'd^ 
All earth refounded horribly : our eyes 
Scarce could endure the^ght. With panic fistfr 
The Heeds were fei^'d that ittftant : btit meaotime 
Their Lord, wh^to the managing them long 
Had been iaor'd, caught up with both his hands 
The reins, and dretv them tight, as the rude oar 
A faiior plies ; exerting all hisftrength. 
Then backward lean'd^ and twilled them aroand 
His body : but the raging coorfers gnaih'd 
Their fteeiy curbs, and fcovrM along the iield, 
ftegardlefs of the hand that iteer'd their couife» 
Or rein or poliih'd car. Along the plain. 
If he attempted their career to guide. 
The Bull in front Sppear.'d, to turn them back» 
And e'en to roadncfi fcar'd : but if they raa 
Cloie to the (helving roclts with frantic rage. 
He, filently approaching, followed hard 
Behind the chariot ; 'gainfl a rugge^l cJiff, 
Till he the %vheel diredting, had o'crthrowa 
The vehicle. * Twas dire c^nfuiion all : 
Upward the fpokes and fhiver'd axle ilew ; 
The haplefa youth eritanoled in the reins, 
Coufin'd by an inextricable bond. 
Was dragg'd along ; againft the^ rock his head 
With violence was daih'd, and his whole body 
Jleceiv'd full many a wound, Thefe horrid words 
He utter'^ with a Ihriek ; ** vStop, O my fteeds, 
** Nor kill the mafter in whofe trails ye f&d ! 
'* O dreadful imprecaiions of my Sire ! 
*' Who U at hand to fave a. virtuous man ?•* 
Tho* many wifh'd to refcue him^ too lace 
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Wc came. Bat from the broken reins released 
At length, I know not by what means, he fell, 
In a fmalJ portion yet the breath of life 
Hetaining. Bui the horfed, from'all cye«. 
And that accurfed monfter, were conceard 
Among the moantains, where, I cannot tell.. 
Tko' 1 indeed, O King, am in your honfc 
A fervant, yUt I never can be brought 
To think your Son was with fuch guilt defil'd, 
Tho* the whole race of women (houjd expire 
Sufpended in the noofe, and e\e.ty pine 
On Ida's fummit were with letters fill'd ; 
So well am 1 convmc'd that he was virtuous, 
c H o n i; s. 
The meafure of our recent wqes is full : 
No means, aias, are left for us to 'fcape 
The Sentence of uoalterabJe fate. 

T U X 8 S V 8. 

From hatred to the man who hath endur'd 
Thcfe fufferings, I with pleafure heard thy tale : 
But now, thro' a juft reverence for the Gods, 
And for that wretc^ji, becaufe he was my Son, 
1 from his woes, nor joy, nor forrow feel. [34] 

[34] The clofe rcfcrablancc between this line and the follow- 
ing paiiage in LycopKron, * 

AfJL(^9. V^ 117, 

there fpoken of Proteus king of Egypt, on bearing of his two 
wicked Sons Polygonusand Telegonus, who had infelled Thrace, 
being flain by Hercules, feems to have itruck Barnes (who refers 
Vi the hiftory, without mentioning the Author by whom it is re- 
Uted), and his not paHTwd unnoticed by the cormaentarors on 
Lycophron The Scholia of Tzctzes call the elder ^on of Pfo- 
teus, Tmolus: bnt it appears foin Ajwllodorus, who has been 
foilowed by ArcUbifh>p Potter, that his Riiaewas Polygnus. 

ii 3 
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7» HIPPOLYTUS. 

MBS»fiNC,ER. 

But whither muft we bear thexifidg youth. 
To gratify yonr wifb, or bow proceed ? 
Coofider well : bat \£ you would adopt 
My counfeU, yoa with harfliftefs would not treat 
Your hapleis Son. 

T a E s B 17 s. 
The raifcfcant britJg ; 
That I, when Ace to face 1 fhall behokl 
Him who denies that he my nuptial bed 
Polluted, may conti^st him by my word«^ 
And thefe calamities the Gods vlBaH. 

Exit MtSkngtgm 

c H o R tr s. 
To yours, O Venus, and your Son's control, 
Whofe glittering pinions fpetd his flight. 
The Gods incline their ftubbora foul. 
And Diortab yielding to refifilefs might. 
For, o'er land, and ftormy malD, 
Love is borne, who can retrain 

By more than magic art 
Each furious impulfe of the heart t 
Savage whelps on mountains bred, 
Monilers in the ocean fed. 
All who on earth behold the folar ray, . 
And man, his mild beheils obey. 
For you, O Venus, you alone 
' Sit on an unrivaird throne. 
By each dutcoub votary fear'd. 
As a mighty Queen revcr'd. 

Canterus obferves, that Ph.^do, in ?Iato, favslhat he found Kim- 
Iclf in the fame cquil kiipcnce, btc-vi-vn joy asQ gnef,oa re- 
ceiving the account of the dedth of boaatcs. 
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DIANA, THESEUS, CHORUS. . 

DIANA. 

Thee, fprung from noble -^geus, I comznanci 
To iiften, for to thee Diana fpeaka. 
The Daughter of Latona. Why, O Thefcua 
Do thefe difaftrous tidings fill thy heart 
"With pleafure, when unjuftly tfiou hail flaln 
Thy Son, the falfe afTertions of thy Con fort 
On no clear proof believing ? yet coo clear 
Is the atrocious guijt thou haft inctirrM. 
Cover'd with ihame, why hid'fi thou not thy head 
In gloomy Tartarus, in the realms beneath ; 
Or, thisabhorr'd pollution to efcapc. 
On adive wing wh^ mounc'ft thou not the ikies? 
In the fociely of virtuous men 
Thou canft not pafs the remnant of thy life. 
Hear me, O Thefeus, v hile I ftate ihe ills 
In which thou art involv'a : tho' now to ihee 
It can avail no longer, thy regret 
Will I excite. The purpofes fcame for 
Are thefe ; to Ihew that to thy Son belong* 
An upright heart, how to preferve his fame 
His life he lofes, aad thac frantic rage 
Thy Confort feiz*d, v^hofc cordudt hath in part 
Been generous : for, with !avv!eH paflion Aung, 
By that pernicious Goddefs, whom myfeif. 
And all to whom virginity is dear. 
Peculiarly abhor, fhe loy'd thy Son, 
And while fhe drove by reafon to o'erccmc 
1 h' afTaults o^ Venub, unconfenting /el 
By thofe vile ftiatagems ijer Nurfe dL-vis'd, 
Who t(>thy Son the Qjeen's difenfe reveal'd 
Under the aweful fanction of an oath ; 
But he, by juflice rendered ftrorg, coiTiplIed not 
With her iblicitations, vet no wrongs 
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So HIPPOLYTUS. 

Which he from thee experienc'd, could provoke 

The pious yoa:h to violate that faith 

Which he had fworn to. 'c>he meanwhile alarm*d» 

Left to his Father he her guilt ihould prove. 

Wrote ttiat deceitful letter, on thy foul 

Gaining too prompt a credence, and thy Soa 

Hath by her baleful artifice deftroy 'd. 

THESEUS. ' 

Ah me I 

D I A N A. 

Doth wJiat I have afready fpoken, 
O The feus, wound thee ? to the fequel lend 
A patient ear, and rhou fhalt find juftcaufe 
To wail y€i more. Thou know'ft thy Sireengag'd 
That thy petitions thrice he would fulfil ; 
And one of thef^, O thou mod impi )us man, 
Which might have flain fome foe, haft thou emp.'oy'i 
In the deilruftion of thy Son. Thy Father, 
Who rules the ocean, tho* to thee a friend, 
Gave what hs promis'd, by ftriil honour bound. 
But thou to him, as vveil as me, muft feem 
Devoid of worth, who waiting for no oath 
To hi adminiiler'd, nor ilil the Seers * 
Could utter a refponfe, or length of time 
Enable thee to feiirch inro the truth, 
Thy curfes haft too haitily pour*d forth 
Again ft thy Son, and llain him.. 

/ THESEUS. 



J were dead ! 



Aweful Queen, 



\ V 



D I A N a; , 

Thou hift committed crimes 
but may'l^ hap'y ftill obtain 
acious pardon ; fince at ^he beheft 
Ihefccalamiious evjrnts 
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HIPPOLYTUS. 8i 

fTook place to fatisite her relentlefs ire. 
IPor 'tis a law among the Gods, tha^ ooae 
[shall thwart the will of any other God, 
I But on us all is equally enjoinid • 
I Mutual AibmiiBoa. £l/e be thou a/Tur'd, 
' Had I not feared Jove's wrath, into fuch fhame 

I never would have fall'n» nor fulTerM hin 

>^^hom I hold deareft of Uie human race. 

To perifh. As for thy offence, thou firlt 

By ignoranee, from malice arc abfoly'd ; 

A^aia» thy Confort, the deceased, us'd Hordt 

Of ftrong perfua£on to millead thy foul. 

Now by the mighty conflux of thefe woei 

Thou chieBy arto'erwheim'd : but I too grieve. 

For in a good man's death the righteous Gods 

Rejoice not : with their children^ and Iheir houie, 

I'ho' we the wicked utterly deiiroy, 

HIPPOLYTUS, DIANA, THESEUS, CHORUS. . 

C H O R T7 8. 

Here comes thehaplefs youth, his graceful frame 
And auburn locks disfigur'd. Wretched houfe ! 
What twofold woes, thro' Heaven's fupreme beheft^ 
Invade this family ! 

HiFPOLrrus. 

How am I rent. 
Ah me, thro' tbofe unrighteous vows pronounced 
By an on righteous Father ! thro* my head 
Shoot dreadful pangs, and itrong convulfions rend 
My tortur'd brain. Ah me ! \tiy down to rett 
This ihattci'd body ! ye accurfed fteeds, 
Tho' fed with my own hand, have ye deftroy'd 
And flain your mailer. Ah, I by the Gods 
Entreat yoi% foftly handle, O my friends. 
This wounded frame. Who ftands there on my right 
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ii H I P P O L Y T U S. 

Carefully raife mc up, and bear along 

With even Hep a wretch who hath been curs'd 

By his mlflakea Sire. Jove, righteous Jove, 

Eehold'ft thou this ? I who devoutly worihip'd 

The Gods^ and all the human race excelled 

In chaftity, depriv'd of life am plung'd 

Into the yawning fubterraneous realms 

Of Orcus. Sure I exercisM in vain 

£ach pious toil to benefit mankind* 

My pangs return afrefli. Let loofe youi^ hold • 

Come, Death, thou bell of medicines [35]. Kill me, 

for a fword to pierce my heart, and clofe [ktll me. 
In endlefs flumbers this deteiled life. 

How inaufpicious was my Father's cur^ ! 

That lingering vengeance which purfues the guilt 

By my [36] Progenitors, in antient days. 

Committed, and my kindred who are ftaia'd 

With recent murders, terminates in me. 

No longer now fufpend^d. O ye Gods, 

Why do you punifh me who had no ftiare 

In thofe enoraiities ? but in what words 

Can I exp/efs my felf, or how cfcape 

From the opprefiive numbnefs which weighs down 

I35] ^pon examining feveral of the different Latin verfions, 

1 find that publi(hed under the name of DorcLhens Camlilus, and 
thofe of Melan£thon and Rztaleer, ali three concur with me in 
rendering f^^o^'oMvls (^AaJIc as the imperative mood. 

^ [3^ The concurrence of Rei&ius, Heath, Valkenacr, tad 
Mulgrave, has induced me to tranfpofe tiic two lines ot 

which are inverted in Barnes and the earlier editors: by" Pro- 
genitors** are generally underftood Tantalus and Pelops, from 
whom defcended Pitthcus, iEthra, Ttiefeus, Hipftoiytus, aa«i 
by " Ktndred^*'' Atreus and Thycftca, with perhaps a glance »t 
Thefeus* murder of the Sons of Pallas. 
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My fenfes ? would to Heaven, the Fates who Haunt 
Plato's abode, the realm of antient night, . 
Would lay me down in everlafting deep ! 

D |*A 1^ A. 

With what calamity, O haplcfs Youth, 
Haft thou been yok'd ! it is thy generous fuul 
Which hath deftrqy'd th«e. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

From celeftial UpB 
How doth a fragrant odour breathe around f 
Amid my fuffenngs thee I did perceive. 
The pangs 1 fcel were intantJy ailuag'd. 
Diana fure is here. 

DIANA. ' 

Beiide the( (lands 
Thy favouilie Goddcfs. 

JIIPPOLYTUS. 

. Doft thou fee my woes, 
O rhou whom I adore i 

DIANA. 

Thefe eyes behold 
What thou endur'ft : bat they no [37] tear mud (hed. 

[37] Ovid, rpeakiog of Apollo when he had (lain Coronis: 
Tam vero gemitus (neque enim ccleftia tangi 
Ora decet lathrymis) alto decorde petltos 
Edidit. Met. L. ii. v. tfzi. 

*' With fighs and groans her obfequiep he kept, 
. " And, if a God could weep, the God had wept.'* 

Addisoit. 
and of Ceres bewailing the lofs of her Daughter Proferpine, 
Dixit^ & at lachrymae (neque enim lachrymare Deorum eft) 

Decidil in tcpidos lucida gutta fina?, Paft. L. iv.¥. 5x1* 
He fpoke, and in the lemWance of a tear, 
(For by no tears are griefs of Gods exprelt) 
From the pure fount of thofc celeftial eyes 
Stole lucid drops adowa her heaving brejilt.. ' ] 

% 

Digitized by VnOOQlC . 



1 



a% HIPPOLYTUS. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

Thy faithffij. t^omrade in the fylvan di^k. 
Thy voury is no more, ^ 

o X A N A. 

Alas ! no more ! 
Yet e'en in death to me thoa iliil art [38] dear. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

Nor he who droitf thy fiery ileeds, and watch'd | 
Thy inxages. 

D I A K A* 

Thcfe flratagems, by Venns 
From whom all mifchief takes its rife, were plannM. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

Too well I know the Goddefs who deftroy'd jne. 

D I A u A, 

For her ncglcfted homage much enragM 
Againft thee, to the chaiie a conftant foe. 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

Us three, I find, her hatred bath undone. 

DIANA. 

Thy Father, Thou, and his unhappy Wife, 
Complete that number. 

HIPPOLYTUS, 

I bewail my Sire. 

D I A K A. 

Hltn by her arts that Goddefs hath mjfled; 

HIPPOLYTUS. 

To yoa, my Father, this event hath prov'd 
_ A fource of woes abundanr. 

[58] U^oir^-Mu iaftead of^^woJ/AOf, in ValkenaeraadMul* 
grave, on the authority of fcveral antient manufcrijits. 
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t u % t m 10 9, 

I perifli} and in life liave now no jof , 

R 2 P P O L r T V 8. 

Yet more for rou, who have been thai deluded, 
Than for myfdK I grieve. 

T B t « t V li 

MySoB, I gladly 
Wonld die 10 fave thee. 

HIPP0LYTU8. 

Faul gifts o( Neptime 
Your Father. 

T ■ ^ S S V S. 

Now moil earneftfy I wi(h 
Theft lips had never ntier'd fuch a prayer. 

H 1 P PO L Y T u s. 

What then ? yoa woald have flain me, foch your wrath. 

T K I 8 ft V •. 

Becanie I by the Gods was then deprived 
Of Underfianding. 

H I^ P O L T T U t. 

O that in return 
Mankind could with their curfes blaft the Gods ! 

P I A N A. 

Be paclf e^ : for in earth^s dat klbme caves. 
The rage of. Venus, who on Ihee hath wreak'd . 
Such horrors for thy pure and virtuous foul, 
I will not fuiFer unattoa'd to reft. 
For in requital, my vindidive hand 
With thefe ineviuble dint (hall (kite 
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[59] The dearcft qf iej vctfariej. But on thee 
Thefe fufFeungsto rc^ward ^ill I bellow 
The great^ft h^^.iu ^T/oeze^ic^ teali^;: 
[40] For to iHy fhaie, ere jocund Hymen wave 
The kindled tcftdh^ 'each nymph hdt treffes fiiom 
Sb^II dfidmtfit , and Mtkh abondtot toirs 
For a long feafon thy deoeaie belHf^tL : 
In their harmonious ditties the.chafte choir 
Of virgins ever fhafl record thy fete, 
Nor paft unnotic'd Phsedra's haplcfs. love,. . , 
Buty OthouSonof ^gens» in thofearms 
Embrace the dying yonthy for'gaiiift thy will 
Did!ft thou de^roy him. When the Gods ordain 
That man ihduld err, he cannot difobey^ 
ThisconnfeU OHippoJytus, to thee 
I give; no hatred to. thy Father beaf« 

[39] " The Schollafl: alls thole HeIirioii» who think that 
^ Adooifi is here rtietnt, when he vat not Utin bj the (hifts of 
f* Diftna* bst the je.t!«ify of ^irs, who fent % wild Bo*r to de« 
** ftroy him. But, with perraiilion of theScboHtf^, I contrnd 
** this ought to be referred <o A^oois :, for as Pet. Viaoriu, ©b- 
** ferves, v> his varioas readings, L. i». c, 17 y Sthoo^h hftWM 
** flain by the B*ar, Mars being the atitWof hh deatft^ Diani 
** might lay claim to this exploit, becaufe Adb&ts left hW lifc in 
*• her favourite piirfuit of hunting.* But wh«it pnts the fxiatter 
•• aut of all doubt Isy that Apftllodoros himfelf, lib. iii. c. 13. j 
^^ 4. hears witnefs, that Adonis Was (lain by Diana: his words 
** are thtfe; ' Adoai^ yet • boy, thJ:oug^v the «ngci of pisoa, 
** periihed as he was hunting by a wouad he received htm a 
*'• Boar.' Moretcs made this obfervalioo before nxe, var. kflt. U 
•* 5. c 7." Barkis. 

[40] " The Trcp^enians worfliipfed Htppolyttfs with anniver- 
•* fary facred rites as a Hefo, fuppoling bimwrne to ehefV«rry 
" ht'ivtns by the name t>i the Ch^ruUe^; th'ey^ honoured him 
" alfo with a temple i which Paulanius, k a. c.'3fc. dcfcribes as 
** f5»»iftte4 io a raoft beautiful gr^ve,^ and records this clrcuno- 
** ftsnce of tr*e v'rgins, previous to their marriage, cuttrng efF 
** their hair, and dcpofiting it for a votive ^ift, as the Poet hfre 
" raentiofl^** Valkenaer, 
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For well thou k no w'ft from wh^nfct^y fate arofe. 

And now fai;ewel ! for I am poc allow'd 

To view uri^bly corifes of {he\fkin^_, .... 

Or witli the pa*)gs'Of thdf^ who bre'sthe thcifr taft ' 

Polluie thefe eyes-: tcfo hckrfy T dJfcern 

That thmi aitr^ekr thcaiomeatiofitk/ cbatli.. ' 

%2^WDiaiiA-. 

HI T V 9 L V T vs.; 

Farewely'faScft Virgin, gfieir« iiot thus to par( 
From a moll faithful votary »/ who iv^tik thet . V 
Hath long held cooveifcj AVicJx r^y Sire 1 end 
Al\ ilrife at thy beheit ; for to tli^ words 
1 ftill have been oBc-fic At. Wretched me ! 
AUeady thickeft darknefs Qverfpriads* ' *' ' ' 
Thrfe fwimming- ey^s. * My' FAthcf,- -in your arms 
Receive me^ ac^ ittbpdrt this ficfking frame. 



T H E S B U S. . , . . ; 

Howy O my Son; do*il thpu iocreafc my woea 1 

:s r».i»t).'X?y -T'u s. 
I petiih, and already view the gates*- . 
Of yon drear reallm beneath; 

^ ■'^*^ /'r H E s K*^n's.' 

. ' ', ■ ' '." ■ . 'But wilt thduliaVe 

My foul polluted ? 

. . ' ' '' •: V 

,/ ,..H I p p o L Y.T y 5, ,. . , :/ 
::.•..,:. ;;-Npi.froni the ib^loime .^ . 

You labfolte^.- ■ ;■ r •>..«,..» ' . . :. _.;^ ^. 

■■ • •" r k'i i''fi't»-*s. •"' •' '' ''-''' 

What fald* OioSx P 'Shall the ilain 
Of bavin|j dttd thy tlldONt ik» tox^lBf tkfir 
On methy ttiUrdtWfcr-? -. i?- ^» 
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ft ftlPPOLYTUS. 

' ' ■ nrtrotr r V &, ,' 

Let Diftna witnefs/ 
Wha with her ihafis flzbdoes the favage broods' ' 
.... r, K c s 1 V &« ^v ^ 

How gratrooa is tbi« treatment ^' thy Sirr^ 
iifd^tSi Sen ! 

|i]9FOLYtve. 

. Ftrewel I along idku 
I lid ^ yoOj i»7 Father. 

Ah> hoi^pibus^ 
How virtooss i* th/ (bol ! . 

.:: ,-. H.I P f O L Y T US. 

laploffe ihc Goda 
That all your race legitimate may tread 
la the fame path. 

THESEUS. 

Defert me &ot» any Son ; 

Take courage. . ^ 

HIP^OLYTul. 

jt is no;^9 alas ! too late. 
For, O my Sire» .1 die. Make no delay, 
B ut with this garment cover o'er my face. ( He Mes,) 

T H E 8 £ u s. 

Minerva's fortrefs, thou Athenian realm. 
Of what a virtaoul Prince arc thou deprived ! 
Ah, wretched me ! how oft fhall I refte^^ 
Q VenuSf on the ills which thou haft caus'd ! 

c H p a u s« 

On our whole picprh^th tUs publk lofs . 
Fallen unforefeen. Abundant teafs'ihall flow. 
When bleed the mighty, their iad hxflory leatti^ 
A more profound impreffieo on the hearu 
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^'* I.' /■ S\ '• ?'' V» v' yi O ■; h 'i t 

:^.- J \. >.:;w.U V"! <^ 'i >i •> H D 
SspkkMliiiI ^'^ A :i h! 
Rdligio pcpeiit fcdcrofii atque.i9isicf^lto i> i> I iA 
Anlide quo pa£to Trivial ^r^i^s^fj^^ ;^ r^. r ^ q 
Jpliianallk'i turparont faoguine foeje^ ,r , r. , , ,, ^ 
Dadores Oanaaniy dele6ti, prima virorum.'^ ^ ^ 
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PERSONS of the DRAMAS 

A(ykWEMtfk-' '-•-:>■.!:% 

An agtJ AlltnJant, 

C H O R US ef P<tmu of Chalcu^ 

MBNEIi,A<>[IS« >: 

MESS b:M'0-=e«.--'-- ■■■• ■--''• ^••■••- ••; . 

CLYTEMfNEStRAi; • ' 
IPHIGENIX .; 
A^C^I^ILLES.- ' ' 



SCENE, tbtOffi hrJeringm th* HavtH ^ AiS» 
wBceotuu 
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IPHIGEMIA in AULISL 



.. a '. t. X 



AGAMEMNpN, ak acep ATTENDANT^ 
V^OME £uih, my aged follower, from this tent 

ATTt*I>AVT. 

Icome. Butwhat frefii fcheme employt the thoughts 
Of royal AgamemDon ? 

AOAMBMroJr. 

Thou (halt hear. 

ATTXHDAN'r/ 

I hafte. Old age gires keenneff to thefe eye9> 
jLnd makes them {trzugers to ileep's t>alm v gifts. 

AOa.Mxuiroir. 

What Sar now holds his co^irie / 
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9» IPHIGEN4A 11^ AULIS. 

ATTftHDAVT. 

'Tia Sirius borne 
Near the feven Pleiades in mid career. 

No found is heard, or from the feather'd choifj. 
Ettiipus in a calm. 

ATTIX^DAMT. 

But why rufii forth. 
My Sovereign, from your tent ? for o'er this coafl 
Of Aulis ftiil an univerfal reil 
Prevails, and ftation'd on yon walls remaia 

The cwktmehi-m'mmtkmUbmmff^-' — — 

Shall we go in ? 

AaAMBMiroir, 

Thee, O thou aged man, 
Happy I deem, and happy all who live 
From danger &ee, inglorious and ,i;i^ki^Yrn : 
Bift ihoie on whdrtigteif honduri V^t; "t hold ' *" 
LtCk to be envied. 

A T t I W J> A K rr 

tHeflCc»doth.iife-aeftttfeft.ii. .. 
Itslplendor. 

A ■ o A 1^ a. « K O V. 

Vec ftich fplendor oft is .lbon4 

Precarious, Empire, tempting to the view. 
Comes laden with aiHi&ion. For tome God, 
To whonv Oi/r' hoi&agie w^s not duly paid. 
At times our profp^rous ibrfttmes hiiih overthrown ; 

Agaia, A Monarch's iran-fitory blift, 
Bv the difcordaot frowaid wiLsof ihofe 
We ruic> hath been enibiticr'J, 
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IPHIOENIA IN APLIS. f^ 

A T T B N D A XT, 

In 1 Kiag 
I blame fuch langiiage, From a mortal Sire 
Yoa fpring not to receive un mingled goodj 
O Agamemnon : Atreas' Ton muH feel 
ViciScudes of joy and grief, the lot 
Of human kind : relnflance nought availr. 
For thos hath Heaven ordain'd. You fnatch the torck 
And write that very letter,' which yonr "band 
Still bears irrefolotely, then erafe 
The fignature, fea), break it op^n» daft 
The [i] tablet on the ground, flicd fiiany a tear, 
And ihew /bch wild confuiion, that your brain 
Seems touched with frenzy* Wherefore labeuririg : 
Your bofom ;' what new grievance wound [heaves 
To tint reveal your cares, and be aflur*d, 
YoQ to a faichful and a'virtuous man 
W3i litter them. Me, Tyntlarus, with your Bride 

[i] " The younger Rac'iA^i himfelf a Poet, jujftly praifes thh 
^ pfcture as admirable, in the Mem. of the Acad, des inrcript 
*• t. viii. p. apo. Ovid has witli fre^t foccefs transferred the 
*• thought of £uf ipides, copied, I apprehend, from hence, lo . 
** Biblis preparing to reveal by letter her inceftuoua iove tohtif 
•* Brother Caunu*. 

'* Incipit) et dubitat, P:rihi.t damnatqoe tabellas; 

*^ l^tflotat : et delete routat, colpatquc, probatque^ 

^ Inqtfe vicem iiimtas ponit, pofitafqae refumit. 

MiT. 1'. ix. V. «j»ji» 
*• T^e pencil then in her fair hisnd (he held, 
•• B/ fear difcourag'd, but by love compeilM, 
*• She writes, tlieo blotfi^ writes oB, and blot's again, ' 
^ I«ikGs it aa fit,, then raCel \id$ vucu^T ^ $, HAavKYr 
,. ... V«lke»M«'-iiot^ 4Q<HippQjytiiin, p.'2p9. 

BarQe«,'<^annelli, andothera, underftaod by Ilii/xyj ** a torch.** 
but Valkenacr is followed by Mn^Markland and Dr. Mufgrave, 
in ioterifretingit pf theubiet made «f the woofi of tjha. pi»e ' 
uttf «& viuckAgMaein0«a was writioi bis letter. 
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9^ IPHIOENrA INAULtIS. 

Erft ftaX as an addition to her dower. 
An upright guardhnr to the^roya] fair. 

[2] A C A M B M N O N. ^ 

ToLcda, fromlffitplian The({ius TjVii^^^^^ 
Were born three J>aightcrs '\ Phoebe, tS j^tenvneftra 
My wife, and H^len, to whofe love af6ifM 
The wealthicft you dis pfC recce ; each nv*a1,'i%^^ 
Of murderous vciigcaricc uU&f*d^ if 'he falvd , ' 
To Will the maid, her Father hence remdln'd' '. 
Long in fufpence, whemer/h^ ftiouJdj'b'el^^^^^^ 
Or not beftow ker,, and on waverilig::Fo/tftiii > 
How with mpft furciy'he might iix h'ishojd : 
At length this thought dccurr*d, He made xhtti^Mih 
Join hands in tokea ofthe Tacr^d leagiie, ', ' 
Sprinkle libations as the vi^ims blai*<i, ' . 
Arid' bind themfelves with ciirfes to aiKft 
That favouf'd youth', who foir hil bride ob'tain*!* . 
The -bright TyndareAii ,nymph. and frpm his^houfe 

, [i] This fpecch,. though interwoven with the dialogne, »« 
evidently, cilcalatcd only to giv^ information to the Spectators, . 
a« the Attendant, to whom it is addrelfed, coold be no Itfanger 
to the hilbry of Tyndarus's faiully, " in wfakh he fiid refided is 
as a fervant till the marriage of Aga'tnethnoft and'CIytfemneftra : 
the following fragment however, preferVcd by jClran,'and cited 
as from this play, is with greatprobability luppofed; by Dr. Muf- 
grave, to have formed part of the Prologut, ' which ;appe'4t^ ^® 
iiavc been ^ken' by Diana. . ' '. 

A Hind with branjching hoffts,' I in the hahds -' '*'• * 
•OP^Grecian Chiefs will place, which they (Kail flay,«, „ 
And deem, that they have facrificcd thy DiK^htci*. , .. 
[3] " This fc^ms taken fronft iEfchylus; ' '* , 

• •■'. ..^- " -' .; ■,: .-!:^ 'L .fl«|)pUr.584-, 

'. • i •■ .- ■....'.i«I«etpKxMIf«ar •--• •.. ■. 

« Tn i^ or 1^^ tor jar^ %h^fki. mj cM«e«*' Fatter, ■* -' 
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IPHIOEKIA riTAULlS. 9^ 
If Mf -ravinmr ikovld bear* aiv«f 
' Tlieiovelf prize^ to w»r wkh all their might 

i4gait^hiii|, ffn4 ikis city overthrow; ' 

Greek or Bai43firl«nb But their piighted troth . 

When th«y had giwn, th^m, bythia fage device^ 

Soon as the aged Tjrndanift had oVrreach'd 

His Daughter he permitted to feledl 

One of, her fuitors, as the wckbme gate 

Which Veousi raifofy fhouW.direa her love. 

Her choice wa« Menelaus : v^uiil to Heaven 

$Ty firother had refusM. the tiempting> bane. - ^ 

But from the Phrygian land, fame loodly teHr 

How Paris, who had lately been the judge 

Bctwuft contending GodddTes, arrived 

On Sparra'* ihorc with glittering veft attir'd 

In hftmiihM gold, and gay 6arbaric pomp : 

He, amorous youth, departing, bore away • 

The amorous Helen, and to Ida's mounts 

On which he fed the lowing herd, convey 'd ^ | 

InMcnelaus' abfence. But thro' Greece I 

The raging Hulband flew, and by that oath, j 

Wftjch they to Tyndarus erft had fwom, conjured j 

Each [4]. rival chief tg vindicate his wrongs.. '' 

[4] Itf Apo!lo«1oro!i we meet with ^ lift of Helen'8 ftiTtors, / 
tvcnty-nine inntinnbcr, inclnrfingrnpll of the Grecian Hfl-oc«, >< 
ctlebrited by Homer ia his Iliad, etcfept Achilles : Hden iii- F 
d«d, in tbe Tragedy of Eiiripide*: vhith bears her name, fpeak- "^ 
inj to Teucer, fays, flie has heard that Achilles was on6 of He- g 
Wslorcrs: bat Paufanias in the 14th chapter of his Laconica " 
isdwrly of a different opinion, and confidcrs Achilles, from • 
^hathe hirnfelf faysin the firlt book of the Iltad, a? a vokinteer 
'nthecaure, a circumftance very enentftl to that HeroV cha- 
rsder, whofe remaining d'Pi^iiired in teniale apparel at thet;oui't 
0* Lycortic'deF till he wa& difcovered by Uly(res,.mulLcatife h»ti 
to appeal* in.a'very diihonourahle light, if previoufly bound jby 
to path Lo Tyndarus Ui *i{i(i in the recovery of his Daughter i « 
tproach which is whoUy obviated by Apollodorus' account of his 
**^ng conveyed to the iflacd of Scyros in dilguife, at the time of 
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;f< IPHIGENIA IN AXJLI5. 
Tojirmt iience rufhing with impetuoiif ipMci, 
The Greeks tbeir troops aflembte la tiiefe ftraiCi 
Of Aulisj ihips with tar ffets, neighing deeds 
And brazen chariots for the v(zr prcparM : . 
Me have they chofen to^mmand thiihaft^ 
Becaufel am his Brodier, for the fake _ 

Of Menelaus ; bat this rpk 1 wifh 
Another in my ilead iiad gain'd. Our troops, 
Colieded from each varioas Grecian r^alm. 
Are in this port bound by an envious calm. 
[<] But after heiitating long, the Seer 
Caichaa this dreadful oracle pronoanc'd. 
That Iphigenia muil be ofieiM up 
,In facniice to Dian, who thefe fields . 
Inhabits, that our fleet Ihall fail aufpicioua 
And conquer Troy, thefe bloody rites perfarn'j^ 
Bat fail if wt negie^ them : fuch refponfe 

his being only nine ycart of a^c, hy his Mother Thetit, who 
foreftw hit> perilbiog ia the wtragaind Troy. 

[5] The cxprcffion mmofuit xtxfffUfo^ rtn^erti b^ Barn^ 
cum Talde anaerctv toimo, ic more iiterally tranflated 10 theold 
verfion under the name of Dorotheas Camillu^ nfas h;encationfl; 
Carmelli, in his note, explain* it, qnid agendnm effet pendcni 
Aoi mi. lo the tale forged by Stnon in Virgil, the acconat of the 
. Teluftaoce ihewn.by Calchas to dirt£fc a hamtn vidm to be 
fl<iia at the attar, fo nearly refembles what U here faid of blin 
that it llrikes rae 16 probably fnggefted by the words here oaadi 
ttleof^ IIlyfTes being alfo there privy to the tranfadioa. 
B*f. quino&niet i\U dies : tecinfque recufit 
Prodcre voce foS qoemquam aut opponerc morti. 

^n. i. II. V. latf, 
Uneiceptiorable as the text appears^ and tho** we hear of nor ma- 
oufcript that difTents from this reading, which is that of Aldus 
tod Barnes, not to mention a catabgue of other editors, Reifkim 
propofes altering a-fro^ia into tfAVvpoi^y Hemderbufius fubilj' 
tites «8x^!*/u«yi3 for xtx^viut^a^ ; and Healh, Markland, t»a 
Dr, Mitfgrave prefer JfB>fC''f***°*» » but I am not able to difc^ 
ver any reafon they bare for wishing to change the text. 
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IPHIGENIA IN AUtIS; 9/ 

Soon as I heard, Talthybius I inJctoM 

Bf proclamation to difband the boil, . 

Ketolving that I never would permit. 

My Daaghter to be flain ; till me at length 

By every argument my Brother won 

To ondertake an office molt abhorrM. 

I wrote, and to my Wife difpatchM the fcroll. 

That hither, as Achilles' dcilin'd Bride, 

Our Daaghter ihe ihoufd fend : I of his rank 

Full highly fpoke, and faid, he would not join 

The fleet, nnlefft a Confort of our lineage 

V/ete borne to Phthia. Theie perfuaiive words 

I to my Wife addrefs'd : the virgin's nuptials 

Are but a £6tion craftily devisM. 

Cakhas alone, of all the Grecian hoik; 

UlyiTesy'Menelans, and myfelf, 

Xqow the true fad. My unadvis'd decrees 

Arc juftly countermanded in this letter 

Which dion beheld'ft me, 'midil the gloom of night, ^ 

OfyeniDg and folding op again. But go. 

And take it hence- to Argos : the contents, 

Vet UflreveaPd, in words will I explain 

To thee at large, becaufc, thou to my Wife, 

And th' intcrefts of my houfe, ftiU faithful prov'ft.,r 

ATTSNDAKT. ^^ 

Inform me what they arc, fo fliall my tongi^B ^^ 
Agree with the commiifions of my Lord. * ^ 

AOAMEUNOV, 

** After my former letter, I again - 
"To thee, O progeny of Leda, write; '\ 

" Thy Daughter to Euboea's winding fhores [6], 

W TfecEaripm wis fa iitrrow in the part w.!i?rc it feparatc.i 
Aulis, which is fituated in the province of B»rtia, frcm Chilciit 
IQ tlw lajB^ of Eob««, thjit we find mention made by Strabo, rf 
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$«, IPHIGSN.IA IN JkUlI& 
"And Aulis' liavea ftnd not, wciier nupdall 
'< Will, at a future feafon, cekbrate^'* * 

V t r IJ N » A W T, 

But, of Ma prpiniU'4 Qpi^fort whc^n. dcptiv'd,. 
Will not Achillefi ioftaiBtl^ buTil forth 
Into a ftor^m of anger ag^nfryou . \ 
And Clytemneflra ? iix diiis top^ tb^f^ lies 
Much daQ^er: fpeak your tlioaigiits. 

With his name qnl)r 
Achilles larniihes us ^ m the maid 
He hath- no real intereft, nor knoi^s aught 
Of fuch efpoufals : to my prefent fthemes 
An utter ftranger, never hath he heard 
How I my Daughter callM his dcftin'd Bride [7], 
Pretending ta confign her to his arms. 

a bridge of commnaic^tlon beiag there thro.wp over it. Tbc 
X^horuB indeed in the enfaiog Ode reprefent themfelves m bftvjng 
paiTed by wafer from ChalciB to Aalis. In tbe tranrpoffttoo of 
tbe two lines fpoken by the Att^chint,. tnd tbrowiog the coo- 
tents of the letter into one continued fpeech, I have obeye<| the 
4i|^e£tions of Reiikius, MArklan^d, and Mujfgrave, 

«] *' From thit fbtpi offyeechyrz learji, that after fuch pv' 
; his Daughter the name of her intended hufband, (he v^oujd 
•• no longer be called (imply Iphigenia, but AchilleR''s Iphigfcoii. 
^ Penelope, in Qvid*& Ernies, refers to. this cuftom. 
'* Tua fum tua dicar oportet i 
" Penelope €On}ux femper Ulyflis cro.** 
Still am I yours, and this diftindtion. claim. 
Still to be caird by your illuftrious name, 
And to the lateft period of my life. 
Remain Penelope Ulyffcs wife. 
Mr. Markland, from whom I have extracted thcalwvc, procee<^8 
with a variety of other inftances, fome of which feem app^fite 
fo the purpofc, and others utterly foreign fcom it, particujarly 
KAi»o-&e»so: Ayag*^1« from Herodotus, I vi. 131 which there 
evidently means Agari(^a, the Daughter, and not the afSanccd 
Bride 0: Wife of CUfthcocs. 
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IPHIGEJ^IA IN AULIl 9^ 

A i « D A, ac T. 

Mod fhocking wd» 5 enterpriie, O King, 
Having pronounc'^ her :hu« the future Wife 
Of Thetis' Son, yoor Daughter to iktk fixores 
A vidim for the Greeks, would you bnve broii^ht, 

AOAUXMiroW, 

Alas1 I was not in my perfeft mind* 
The fnares of fate entangle sie : but hence 
Proceed with a£lzve ftep» nor }etx)Ki age 
Recard thy journe>« 

ATTIVDAVT. 

O my Lor^, I haftc. 

A^ O AM I M K O V. 

Where groves oVrhang the founcains,fit not dpwn^ 
Kor yield in<^uiioQ« tb bewitching 31«ep. 

ATTXIIDAN T. 

Forbear that word ill- omen'd. { 8 ] 

[8] ileep beiivg fcdhfidcrcd Uy ttic ancients as the Brother of 
Dtath, accolrdihg to Homer, 

Eld* IW Ht^X»fl<s xa(nyv^u $»ya!oj6. II. xiv. V. 2^1. 
And feeks the cave of Death's htlf-hrbther Sifrep: PoV b. 

In like manner among the fornQs which j£ftevs nueets with la 
Virgil at his entrance on the infernal regions are •r 

Lethum(|ue, laborqne, 
Tnm conCan^ineus tj^thi fdpor. /En. 1. vi. v. ay 8, 

. Here toils and Death,, and Deaths half-brother Sieep. 

Drydsn. 
laHefiod^s GenerafloB cl" the GodX Death and Sleep are repre- 
fcfltcd as having Night for their Mother without any Father. 

OJIiM xoifibif9»0M ©•» *•«! Ni;jf i^f Sffm, Theog- v. ccjd. 
Now darkfbme Night fruitful began to prove 
Without the knowledge of connubial love. 
Prom her black wonh^ fad D^fliiiy and Fate, 
Deatb> Sleepy ixA numerous Drcdx&s dtiive their date. 

K A ' -CooKJi. 



h^im%^^ 



100 IPHIGENIA IN AULISi 

ACAMfiMNON. 

As thofi tread'ft 
Where the roads fcparate, watchfully obferVe 
On rapid axle left a car w.hif 1 by. 
And bear my Daughter to the Grecian fleet. 

A T T E K D A N T, 

This Ihall be done. 

AGAMEMNON. 

Away, and if thou meet - 
Their chariot^ fcize the reins, and fend them back 
To chofe fam'd ckies which the Cyclops rear'd. 

JtTTlNDANT. 

Bot how, if I fpeak thus, ihalf I find credit. 
Of with your Daughter or the royal' Dkme ? 

AGAMEMNON. 

The feaU which on that letter I have flamp'd, 
prefer ve unbroken. -Go, for Morn lights up 
Her torch already, and Hyperion's deeds 
Breathe fire. Aifill my toils. Un mingled blifa 
No mortal for his poition hath obiaiu'd : 
He who, ne'er taftsd grief is yet unborn. [Exeunt. 

CHORUS. 
ODE. 



I. I. 

To Auils' fandy coaft I fleered my way. 
Thro' Eifripus' billowy ftraits 

Which feparate from this winding bay 

Chalcis, my native city,, to whofe gates 
Di^ufing riches o'er.ihe genial foiI> 
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IPHIGENIA IN AULIS.. lai 

[9] Fam'd'>ArechHfe co&du£U her fpring, 
And hades her tributary waves to bring 

To the dread ruler of t&e mam : 
That I might fee yea hoft o'erfpread the plalo, , 
And the ftout Tailors with obdurate toi)» 
The tough oar plying, and unfurl'd each failf 

The Demigod; of Greece convey : 

Our Hidbands tell, in gaiiant pride 
A thbufand vefTels plow the a^Kure tide ; 

Brave Menelaus iheatbM in mail. 
And Agatnemhon, o'er the waiery way 
For Troy condud them, Helen to regain , 

From Eu rotas' reedy plain 
Whom Paris bore^ a gift the Queen of Love ^ 

Promis'd, when at the fount fte (irove 
^ithjuno and Minerva, where her eyes 
the golden apple won,, fuperior beauty's prize. 

With vi£iirts fttewn, I pafs'd Diana's grove,. 
Blulhes ting'd my glowing cheek. 
But youthful ardor bid me rove,^ 
A new and wondrous fpedacle to feek. 
The camp intrench'd, the tents, and numerous fteeds* 
Two fociai Chiefs^ each Ajax, there 
My eyes beheld, this brave Oiieas' hfeir,^ 
That drew from Teldmon his birch ; 
The pride of Salarais, his parent earth, 
Proiefiiaus too ; in flowery meads 
[io] Sportii)g with fculptur'ddice the warriors lay 5' 

M Thus likewife Pliny : Euboea fonte Arethnsa nobilisi 

Nat. Hilt. 1. iv. c. 4i. 

E'o] The word Ilea-co^y which likcwife occurs i fl. the Medea^ 

* 68, and the Suppliants, v. 409. has been productive of mucli 

fiootroverfy and various interpretations, Jome rendering \t Dice, 

»4<i oihtrs Ci&{/}. in the firrt book of Homcf;, Ud^flfey, the 

K3 
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lez IPHIGENIA IN AULTS; 
Then Palamedes, Nauplms Soa * 
Of Neptane was hUs Sire, and near 
Whirling a quoit did Diomede appear : 
Aitonifh'd multitudes furvey 
MerioneSy far fam'd for trophies won, 
Who from the God of war his lineage boafts ; 
And from the wave encircleacoafts 
Of Ithaca, for mountains lleep renown'd, 
Laertes' Son in arms was found. 
Accompanied by Nireus to the field, 
[i I ] To whofe engaging form each Grecian Chief 
mufl yield. 

fuitors of Penelope are reprefented as pliymg at this game. The 
explanatory terms made ufe of by the Scholiaft arc Kw^oj and 
"ffipt: Pope tranflates t Cbeffy and refer* us toAtheneua, 
who has preferved a very circomftantial accoant of the maooer 
in which Apion the Grammarian relates that Ctefon an inhabi- 
tant of Ithaca informed him, that the fuitors played at this game, 
which appears to be of a diftin^ fpecies from gither Dice or 
Chefs, Herodotus afferts, that the Lydians^ in the reign ol Atys 
fon of Manes, were the difcoverers T6?i' xv^m stai rut »^§»« 
yct>,tf9 Ka% T»jc cf atgij;, and every other fpecies of games ex- 
cept Ttfv litsxcuf, the invention of which is ananimoofly af- 
csibed to Palamedes at the fiege of Troy. The reader, who is 
curious in thefe matters, will find the fubjeA largely difcaffed 
by Eudathius, p. 1395, ed. Komat i^^o ^ and Meurfius iftbis 
treatife de LudisGrscorum. Freret in the Academic des infcrip- 
tion«, V. 5. hift. p. i^z, afTerts, that the Came of Chefs was an- 
known Mil the fifth century, and originated from an Indian- Bra- 
nin : the circumftance which (Iriket me a« giving a decifive 
weight to this account is, that 'Zar^titAsi', the Greek word fcr 
Ch*;f6, faid to be derived from the Perfian language, is unknowQ 
to ihe more ancient writers and lexicographers, but occurs in the 
Scholia to Theocrytus* Idyll, vi. v. 18. Meurfius Gloffarium 
Gr«co>6arbarum, et Du Cange Gloilarium acj Scriptores medis 
et^infims Grxcitatis. 

[li3 This Ode being in a geat meature borrowed frorti fh^ 
catalogue of the Grecian 6ett ia the fecofid book of th« Va^ ' 
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I. 3. 

Achilles too I faw, whofc agile feet 
Equal'd in their career the padingwind ; [mi&d* 
Hun Thetis bore, and Chiron form d his generous 

Clofe by the ihore where lay the anchor 'd Reel, 
Array *d in arms, he ftrove with rapid pace 

Prom rapid Heeds to win the race. 
But with loud ihouts Eumelus whirl'd along, [iz] 
Four courfers graceful to behold , 
Caparifon'd with Hudded gold 

the beauty of Nireai, 00 which Honoer lb much expatiates^ nsn 
turaUy dainas a place for him in this account of the Heroes, 
given by the Dames of Chaicit, who form the Chorus, notwith- 
ilaodiog 

Few his troops, and fmall his ftrength in arms. Pote. 

In the fixth book of QuiHtus Calaber, Nireus &lls by thp fpear 
of Eurypylus. It may feem extraordinary that the Tragic Poet 
ihoald thus join UiyiTes and Nireus, two perfans of manners as 
Anfuitableto eachoiher, as the iflands over which they reigned 
were remote ; Synn, whence Homer mentions Nir«u$ bringing 
three (hips, and of which Diodorus Siculus alfo informs us he 
was King, being, according to Strabo, one of thofe iflands which 
are at no great diHance from the coad of Caria^ with the main 
continent of Greece, and large tiadls of ocean between that and 
Itbacai In Homer, UiyHes commands twelve (bip«. 11. ). xii. 

[11] Homer gives Eamelns two mares whofe fuperior fpeed 
to any horfe£ fh the Grecian camp is celebrated II. i. ii. v 763— 
7^7 J and ill the Chariot race, at the funeral games of Patroclu«, 
they are 00 the point of obtaining him the. prize, when he is 
thrown from his feat by Minerva, who favours his competitor 
Diomede : Eumelus brings eleven ihip&from Pherea, mentioned 
v. 7 1 1—7 1 5, among the catalogue of the Grecian lorces. That 
the reader may not be interrupted with a note to every frntence, 
1 here proceed with my references to the fccond book of tl e 
Kiad, whtre the Myrmidons ia fifty fliipf commanded by Achil es 
are mentioned v. 681 — 685jthe divifion from Argos, over whuh 
Diomede is fir ft !n commaad, Sthenelu^ fecond, and EmyalwS 
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134 IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. 
Oaward he drove, and wav'd his lengthco'd thong ^ 
White {pots adorned the t.vo that bore the yoke. 
Two more abreaft, in flighter harner^ wheelM 
The gliding car, which fcarce itnprefs'd the field j 
• Their folid hoofs with oft repeated llroke 
D^fli'd on ; yet they obey 'd the reins. 
Dappled their le^s, flame- colour'd were their maheff^ 

Yet conld hot fpeed like theirs avail . 
T* outftrip'Pelides, with unwearied force 
Hard by the fJ>okes he held his courle^ < 

Tho' cas'd in cumbrous mail. 

third, cwjfiftsx>f ei|;hty ihip^, V. 559-^5*8 •, the (Wps of A^feAfc. 
i>&t. commjiaded by the 5tf* of Thefetis (either Acamts 6r De- 
ih6phoon) inftead of fixty, are fiftyy under Mencrtbeufe, whorl* 
reign, though its duration was more than twenty years, we had- 
(as I have had occalioh to tsention in a note dn the Hecoba, and- 
as ap^ars more fully fiom the Tragedy entitled The Children. 
ci Hercules) Is entirely paHTed over by Eari{Hdes, ivhb make« 
Acamas and Detnophoon the immediate fucceilors of their Father 
Theieus, v. $46«>g;5> the fifty (hips of the Bicotians Undet 
Peueleui*, Leitus, and three other Chiefs, hav? 120 vrarriors i^. 
each, V. 4.95— 510*, the Phocrans (who afe here but jull risen- 
tioncd) have forty (hips commanded by Schedius and Epiftro* 
phus, V. 5 17—52^ ; the Locrianf the fame number^ under Ajajtw 
Oiieus, V, 547— '53$; the divifion from ^fycene^ an hundred, 
commanded by Agamemnon himfeif, v. 569^—580 ', from Pyloft. 
and other parts cf MeiTenia 90 under Neftor, v. gjp— 601 ^. 
inftead of twelve, Homer mentions twenty-two (hips ftom iSnia 
in Theffaly and the regions bordering on Dodona in Epirus, com* 
manded by Guneus,. v. 748'-r755» the troops of Elis(fometimes 
tailed Epeans, from one of their kings Epeus, Son of Endymion^, 
mentioned by Pnufanias in the commencement of his fifth book) 
came in forty (hips under four leaders, one of them Thalpins 
the Son of Eurytu« j the fame number from, the iflands called 
Echinades, fituaied near the mouth of the river Acheloua in 
-ffitolia-, -under Meges, v. 6^5—530 j the twelve iliips from Sa- 
lamis, under Ajax Tclamon, v. 557. Only part of the Greciaa 
fleet is here mentioned by Euripidfcs, who fometimes does not 
ffecify the number of (hips, but wherever he doef, his lilt ac- 
cords i« ibis rcfieJi with Homer's j the Tracic Bard having only 
taken away tea iliips from the Iquadron of the -^nians, in ordet 
to add them £0 :hat of hh countrymen the Alhsiiiins. 
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II. I. 

Then onward to their numerous (hips I^ainc, 
Stupendous obje^s, with delight 
Each fpcflator to inflame. 
And ftrike a wondering female's dazzled fight. 
With fifty barksy were plac'd in the right wing 

The Myrmidons from Phthia's land : 
On each high poop, the fculptor's mimic hand 
In golden imagery exprefs'd 
A lovely Nereid in cerulean veft. 
Achillea' dauntlefs troops thefe enfigns bring. 
Next ftood (he Argive ileec, whofe numerous bands 
Of Sailors plied the dafhing oar, 
*Twa8 by Mcciftcus' offspring led 
Euryalus, his Grandfire Talaus bred 

The llripiing, and that high command, .* 
Wifh him fierce Sthenelus united bore. 
The Son of Thefeus from ih' Athenian ftrand, 
With'fixty barks ^or combat mann'd 
Near thefe was .ftation'd ; on each- burniih'd car 

Seen fron^ the lofty deck afar, 
Aufpicious fign to guard them from ^lie florm j 
The Marinexs revere Minerva's pi^.ur'd form. 

n. 2. 

Full fifty fiiip?, I faw, Baeotia's fieet, 
^ With vidtorious enfigns grac'd. 

The dragon itretcht at Cadmus' feet, 
Effibofs'd in gold, on every beak was pUc'd, 
O'er thefe did earth-born Leitus hold comniaaj, 

But the next barks from Phocis came. 
With equal numbers bearing Locris' pame 

Oileus' offspring Ajax join'd 
The fleet, and left fam'd Thronium's walls behind: 
Sut Agamexnnofljt wiih a mightier band;, 
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Mycenc by«the Cyclops rear'd, forfook^ 

An hundred fail the Monarch broaght, 
[i 3I His Heps Adraftusdid attend, 

And ^ith /he zealous courage of a friend 

The geii^ral^A arduous poft partook ; 

Thro' Greece, with unremitting afddr fratVghir 

He tn-g'd each ivarrior to puf fue the Dame 
W^o yielded to a foreign jflame. 

And from her bridal mahfibns Dafely Atd, 

['3] Cotnmentttors have varied grettly !a thetr expltQttioos 
of this piffage. Some thiAk Acfraftas, King of Argo^'aad af- 
te^v^tf-dfi of Sicyon, is here krCrochxced ^bro' a poetical licence, 
thoBgb bis desith wH prtAauifia the tege ol. Ti«y. la Btooi&'s 
verfion we iind A<irtft<)s htu^ Ai^k«fu« Meoieiau^) and Mr. 
Markland coacdrs in rupt>oih}g A^f»s^s to mean t!iat Hero : 
bat Z rather apprehe«d ^ $*^«,' ^»Xy to denote the pcrfon here 
inentioaed to have.beeqr a fubjeck of Agamemnon, whom he ad- 
mitted to the famlllafity of a friend j nor is it prol)^ble, that any 
confederate SovtVeign Ihould be defcribed as his a^ftant 10 
inarnialling that particular divifion t)f the fteet Vfh'ith Vittended 
him from Mycenev-aod ieatt of all bis Brother^ &4efo«Uuc, who, 
as Homer informs us, lauoched a feparate fjuadron of 60 O^ifM 
from hfs own Spartan dominions. Upon the whole, 1 can difco- 
ver no fufficient motive for either altering, or putting a forced 
couftruflton on the ancient reading*, by raifiiig up the iftancp *>( 
the dead'. This Adral|us, I gra»t, is not to be ftiundlii Homer j 
nor is it material to our preienL enquiry, whether he is wholly 
paffed over as a perfon in a fubordinate ftation, who performed 
no memorable atchievement, or whether he died, or like Pro- 
tefiiaus and many.otI>ers were flain by the enemy, in ihecourie 
of thofe nine yeaVJs, which" intervened frorti the rcndezvousofthe 
fleet at Aulis, to' the lall year of the Trojan war, at which pe- 
riod of tmaethe Iliad oi>e08. Since I wrote the above, I have 
confulted the note oa thii^paflage in the new editibn of Euripides 
publilhsd by Dr. Mufgrave^ who, with grea^ probability, Aip- 
poreJi.the Adraftus liere fpoken of to be the fon of Polynices, men- 
tioned by Patifan?as, ^ho had anh^reditary claim by his Mother's 
fide to the kteg^or* of ArgoJ, and interprets «f<; f »>.o; ft)^ 
hi« waving all priyalc etfna^y ia fupport of the general caufe of 
|||»tt)UJJtry, 
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Witli aged N^ftpr ztthjch hea^ 
The barks of Pylbs fall in fight difplay'd 
Alphtns, withctoven hoofs^ on every poop conveyed* 

,n. 3.. . 

Twelve ¥cffe]s.^nia.furnifhM, and its King 
' Cvneas prefided ; Elis' fons next came, . 
Wbomfrom their an tient Lord thecrowdEpcans na^e,, 
Them to the war did flcrn Eurytus bang. 
From the£duiiades eo..Aulk' ^ores 

The Taphi^As plied* their lighter oars, 
Meges com manded^ who froEaPhy le |is.fpr^9g^ 
On their inhofpitable Urand 
No m a riner pre !u mes to I ati d . 
Clofing 4he- fpace between the marfhall'd wings, 
Aja^ th« pnnce of SaJamb» a^pear'd, « 

In Cwelye fwift barks, confpicuous to our view^ 
His failors I obferv'd a dauntJefs ccew : 
The fliip, by a barbiirian ptioe fteer'd 

To grapple wijth.fach fQcs, no more 
Shall ever homeward ply the dafhing okr. 

Hail, Aulis, from whofe CsLndy plain 
Thefc eyes delighted fjkw thp nayal hoft ; 
Th* encampment on thy peopled coaft 
My memory ihall retain*. 

MENELAUS, ATTENDANT, CHORUS. 

ATTENDANT [to Mcnclaus, wko is forcing 
tke Letters from, bim^\ 

Soch daring violcfKre, fuch open wrong, 
Becomes not Menelaus. 

MENKLAVS. 

Slave, depart; 
Tkoti car/y'ft thy fidelity too far. 
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A T T E N D A N T. 

Reproaches on (p glorious an accpunt 
But do me honour; 

H ^ N E L A U s; 

Soon fhalt thou repent^ 
If thoa prefume to a£t a part ill-fuited 
To th^ low rank. 

AT T E N DA N T. 

You ought not to have openy 
The letter I convey. 

ME N EL A U S. 

Nor rhoQ to have borne 
That fcroll with mifchiefs fraught to every Greel^ 

ATTENDANT, 

Debate that poi^t hereafter, and releafe it. 

MENELAUS. 

I will not quit my hold, 

ATTENDANt. 

Nor will I meanly 
Surrender up my truft. 

MENELAUS. 

'This fceptre foot 
Shall with thy blood defile that hoary head. 

ATTENDANT. 

To perifh in the fervice of my Lord 
Were fuce an honourable death. 

MENELAUS. 

' Let go : 

Slave as thou art^ prefum'it thou to harangue f 
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ATT9»DANT. 

My royal M^fl^i I tm wrang'4; th$ letter 
lAs jaftice dilates* ' 

AGAMEMNON, MENJELAUS, ATTENDANT, 
CHORUS. 



A GAM 2 M N O N. 

"What tumultuous founds 
Borft thro* the gates, what unbecoming words ? 

^ " A T T ^.?f P A N..T. 

My tale, aqx his; y^our if ft ittiORtioa ilsims. 

A G A M B M «f O 1^1 

Siy, Menelaus, whence this ftruggle rofe? 
Why didii thou drag him forcibly along f 

J. (£;»:// Attendant. 

IlENBLAtrs, hoiding lip the Utter. 
Look npon me : to what I fhaji unfold. 
This is the prelude. 

A G A M B M K O N. 

Sliall not Atcetis* fan 
Open his eyes without difmay ? 

MEtr£LAirs. 

Behold yoii 
^Mt charaacti.fubfcrvipnt to dcflga^ 
Moll infamous ? 

A Q A M E M N b IX, 

I fee J but firH rcilofe 
The letter. 

;. L- 
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M E K £ X A 1^ S. 

Ndt till I its fovA content* 
To every Grecian leader have difylay'd. 

A G A M S II N o K. 

What \ wert thou tnean enough to ^reak tbe(eal» 
And thence difcover what thoa ihoahi'fl not kiiow? 

M S N E LA V S. 

Theie fecret machinations^ to yoor forrow, 
Have 1 deteacd. 

AGAMEMNON* 

Tetl me how thoa cam'ft 
To intercept my letter ? O ye Gods, 
What ihamelefs treachery in thy foul is Iodg'4 1 

M £ N E L A V 9. 

I waited for your Daughter to arrive 
From Atgos at the camp. 

A G A M K M N O N. 

Why Ihould'ft thou wftch- 
Aught that is mine ? betray not thefe proceedings 
A want of dcceiicy ? 

M £ K £ L A V S, 

Becauie my will 
Did inftigate ; becaufe I am no Have 
To your behefls, 

AGAMEMNON. 

Are not thefe oiitrages 
Moft daring ? ihall not I in my ownhoufe 
Be fuiFcrM to bear rule ? 

M £ N £ L ^ U S. 

Yonr crooked fchemes 
Th«s prefent moment vary from the Jaft, 
4tid at the next as fuddenly will change. 
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A O A M E M N O N. 

Thon fhew.'ft thy (kill : yet is there nooght more 
Than the viiefoplaller'^inridibus tongue.! [haufal 

. M k N E L A t; 9. 
The (bal that wavers U, devoid pf jullicc. 
And not to be relied on by dur ifriends. * 
I woald convince you j in your Wrath, reject not ] 
Th' uttKrelcome voice of truth. 1 cahnof flatter. .. 
FuJI well yon know when fagerly you fought 
To be the general of the Grecfan troops 
And lead the^ii on for Troy, you In appearance 
Declining what you wilh'd for, humbly fquceVd' 
The oieaned of the people by th<f iifnd, - 
ypar doors were open'd wide for 'ill who chofe . ' 
To enter, and to each you in his tiii'h 
Wich coartefy gave audience^ ey'n the 'man 
Who would have wav'd fuch lion our, while you iiroyc 
To render that authority your own, 
[ 14} Which yet was undifp^^sM' 6f. H'^vihg gairi'd 
This pwint, your mnnners Vnltarit'ly you changed, , 
And to your f>rnier friends tjo longer (hew 'd 
Th* anathitient you fo latcl)rh^d prorefi'dj 
Hard of accefs, and f^ldom to be found 
At home. But when in higheft llations placVI, 
An alter'd carriage ill befi(s the man 

[14] The phraiie tit judUf which Barnes tnd Dr. Mufgrave 
hive rendered a vul^o, is in Mr. Markl^nci's verHoniquod in me- 
dio iacebat. Tbe meaning fcems to be theOiVne >^i(b that given 
by the interpreters to commun'fa in Horace, whicre he fays^n hi« 
.Artof Ppetr/r difficile eft- proprie conununia dkere, by which 
they onderftand t^e 'diiftcuity qf writing on> a ne^ lubjeOt 5>r 
what lies optrn JLo atl men and is y«t unappropriated.: as was tpe 
cafe with the comcn^d in chief oT the Grecian forces on their 
iirft-aflembling, each fquadron being Jed by the King or General 
•t an iodejicAdeot ilate. . m 

h z ' 
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Of real virmc : to Tiis friends he ought 

To be moil fled fad, w!ien eSk&uiA hieans 

Of aiding them !ii* prdfpertms forttmie yiddj. 

My eiiiJfure, \lrfth tht^faulis^ I fitfrper<^t*'4 

In you, have I begun i but fioce you cime 

To Aulis with th' affcmblcd troops of .Greece, 

You ihriUnk to nothing : Heaveii*^s impending wtath 

Wi^h cpnfterna^ip^! filr4 you ; profperous gales 

Arote n'pt : tfiejni patient hoft exciaini'd ; 

** Di&and the fieet, noir linger here in vain'.'* ' 

What gttef an^ wbivt cbn/uiion did ihofe'eyes 

Exprefi,. as rf deprived of your cortiiriand 

Ov«r a theufiind ihips, ^re you have cover'4 

The Kelds of Pnam with avenging troops t 

To me you then applied ; •* how fliall I aft, 

*' What fchcnje. dcvife ?" left ftryp'd of fuch higk 

rank, ^^ \, . ^ 
Top with your pow'ej fliould forfeit aU rcnpwa. 
Since Calchaa at the holy rices declared 
Your daughter to Diana mull be given j . 
In facrifice^ that on tjiefe terms, the hbrf 
A fa'vtjurable voyage would await, 
Withj'oy you proipis'd of your own accord 
To offer iip the yidirp^ and iiifmjfs'd, 
A melTenger (pretend not tp allege . 
'Twis thro' condraini) your Conibrt tp.direft 
To fend the' Virgin hither, on pretence 
That file fball wed Achilles. Now you change 
YoiirpuKpofe, and In fecr^y difji^atth 
Another letter, that on no pretence , . 
WiJI you your t)aug\iter at the altar flay. 
Wifinefs thou conft^tij airi for fuire thou hea^d'ft 
Thefe ifteoftfiftehcks. Toi^ itiariy »ft 
.As y6u have done, ih libou^iitg to obtafn . 
.Authority, wiik mean nef$ then recoil ; 
iJoroe, by the judgment of a fooliih cro»d^ 
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By their own tonfden^e, otberty ^ayM, who ptoyt 
Too feebie to mainrata the public weal. 
Bur chiefly I lament the woes of Greece 
Who iiobiy aiming at a great revenge 
'Gainil thofe Barbarians^ leaves the Haves to ftoiF . 
At our repnlfe : this ih^me (he owes to you» 
And to your Daughter. Kindred ties alone . 
Wiih me ihall ne'er prevail when I appoint 
The ruler of a city or the chief 
Eutrufied with the condnd of ai| hoft^ 
A general fliould be eminently wife : 
Men o£ fuperior inteilecls were 'born - 
To govern* 

C H O R .U S. 

O how dreadfol are, their feuds 
When brothers £ir*d with .motpali: rage contend ! 

A O A M I M.N ON. 

I, too, 'gainfl thee will oitter my complaints 
In terms coocife and guarded, not replete 
With impudence, but fage fraternal love. 
For a b»fe man is wont to have no fenfe 
Oi faoneft ihama What meaAs that furious look. 
Why glare ihofc blood-ftain'd eye«^ who wrongs 

thee ? fpeak 
What are thy wifhes ? hop'il thou to obtain ^. 

[15] A virtuous Confoii i (uch. I canuot give» . 

[i 5] The readiag of the Aldas edition, ^sxV ^t^* >* XT*^* 
^aCin', haS'beea retained by Henry St«{»hen& Canterus, Barnes, 
9in4Dr. Mur^ave, either witht^tt any vanatioa, or fucb as is 
irafflateriai to aa Engliili readers Mr. MirkUad ha?, however, 
in the moft p^.r erttploi y manner, didl-ited an aileralion,- ihetrulK 
of which bt:'ay$, he^^r.inKs I; intvpoMbie to m;ike an^ doubt of, 
and inflead ol t^ac ys v^»Jr», breads i/u» ;^'5^«*» * the mean- 
\^ of the palL^c thus nc.v mjrHiclled is ** do y<m luant t^ka^t 

>I3 
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Foe fhe: thoa hiM ik/as^lo&tluxii* thyr:im(caRdtEd.' 
Mud I, tho' gtfHtle£i, in: thy ftsad be doomed 
Tofuffer? caa a Brother's rank ofi^nd ? /. 
Yet (eek'H thou:.^ embrace, ^c beauceooB Damet 
Tho! ceafon, aad tho' hossdur Vvoibe fbrbid i 
The pleafuces of ike vro^tlidtCs are jnoft vilej 
If I who jadgM aniifs at ErU,. have cking'ji- .* 
On thoughts jq^mi-e my ^tirpofe, /dm I franjk ? 
Thou rather, who hafl ioft a fahhlefi Wife,^ * \ 
And would'flbeitg/ back., the peft nr^liich Hca?'4 

remov'd, • . • > .. « . 

The Suitors, thait infefifkte amoroos traio^ 
£ngag*d themfelres to Tyndarus by an oath : 
But Hope became their Goddefs ; fhe, I deem. 
Had more effect on their detiid'e^d foals 
' Than all thy Intertd, br fcli^'VaXrtited »poiver, 
' CoMea this troops aitd'iTueiid the ^hfd^ - 
Where, of thy folly foon am Iconyinc'd 
Thou the ciFcAs vyirtSfecl, ,For furti the Gpds 

•* tnjf Wiftf"^ not * iingle manufcript'is cited li Its Tupporti 
I'criptura: veftigisU which hfc rtfcuttefts hi hiii irOTe, fefemdt^ 
vague an expreflion, iirtdho ftieh twees do ^t ^tk^ #ith i* aiHf 
other «dh<)r. Werfc foch resdiflg^td be adopted^ 1 grfertJy «!««- 
tioo whjether the Tr^i<; Ma^i i^ «oy 4ge or country whatever 
could furnifh us with \ more llriking breach of HoraCt's pre- 
cept, 

J^c (juicunqofe Dbui, quictinque adhibebit'tir Hferos • 

Regali coorpet^s^ia auro nuper tfl oilro, 

Migret in obfcuras humilt fermone taberoas* 

** Who lately (hone a Hero or a God, 

** Af ray 'd fn purple robes and royal gold, 

*' Shall not adopt the laAguage of the fwwi." Drw e^M»i« 

The faults of ^smemnon's cbarafier, a^ dirnwa toy Htfmtr 
and the three great Tragic Poets of Greece, are perhaps a* coa- 
fpicuous as his virtues, but they are not defeiSls of ibat haiare ts 
to reduce hiip to a level with the Kings of tucian and Scarron, 
, or aftord any fanftion to the Critics, who introduce him holding 
fuch language as is fuited only tu old 5ii«au«, or ihp dfUoWea 
^ohfter Poiypherac. 
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.IPHFGENIA IN AULIS. iij 
[}6] Are not devoid of wifdom, but perceive 
What oaths are lawkfs and by force ^.vcorted. 
Alcho' thy interedj may r6C|uii!e fuch breach 
Of jaftice, I mj children m\\ liot jftay» 
To aid thee in tby veDgeance for the lofs 
Of an abandon'd^Wife, By tiiglft, by day, 
Hotr Qa>a1d i pinej how ihelt away.in tears. 
After a de^dtbiM impious againft thofe 
Whom I begot ! The «vords:I ufe ant 6tw, . 
Clear and explicit. If thou wilt not judge 
Aright, my firm refoWes I (Hdl tnainuiin. 

This and your former language dlfagrees. 
Yet fuie 'twere right Out <thiidxdx*i lives to fpare. 

U K H E L.A V <.. . t .... 

Have I no friends ? wretch that I am ! 

' ^ ^ 4 JSX M If « N 

' Thou haft. 
When tbo^ tho& friefads attempt'ft not to dellioy. 

MIVXIjAVS. 

How y/iHl ypu prow that trom one fire we fpruog? 

AOAlAEMlroK. 

tn wifdom would 1 fympathize with thee, 
Bot not in madnefs. 

[i^ lo tdding tbcllne Ov ycc^affinslov ro fitioy, aaX t^jti 
rt)t<(*ki, preferved fh the writing of Theophilus of Antioch, 
and Stobaas Tit. 48. I have followed the direalons of Heatl^ 
and Dr. Mulgrave^ fhetnany conje£tufal alterations of the lat- 
ter JO this fpecfch being of a mor^ (^ueitioniible nature, I do not 
prefume to interfere with them, but endeavour to traaflate, in 
the "befl manner i am able, what 1 i^jprchcnd from the ^oJicart 
reace of Aldus acd Barnes to be the more genuioe text. 
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M I » E J. A «. 

' Friend» are bound to ihare 
Their friends* aAi£lioits. 

When by me thou a^'il 
~A generous ptrr^* remind me of tfiole duciesy 
Not when tbou griev'll my faul.». 

, . iJm K 5 X. A, V $. . . . . 

Are you dienloth 
To join with Greece in thefe her common toils ^ 

A G A M 1 V If Q IT. 

Greece hath been dricken by fome envious God; 
Her frenzy equals ihine. 

M&MELAUS. 

»* Id fceptred pomp 
You now exalt, npt ftruple to betray 
A brother's cauiie : bat I will have recourie 
To- other ilratagems and other friends. 

MESSExVGER, AGAMEMMON, MENELAUS, 
CHORUS. 

MXtSlVGER. 

O Agamemnon, monarch of all Greece, 
To introduce that Daughter am 1 come, 
On whom you in your p,ilace eift bellow *d 
The n^aie of Iphigcnia : fhe arrives ' 
Accompanied by her iiluftrious mother 
Your Confort CiytemueAra and your fon 
Oreih's. With what pleaAire will ye meet 
Aficr io long an abfeofe I having finifti'd 
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IPHIGENIA tV/ AUtrS 11,7 
Their tedious joarney, at the Iimpkl foanfi 
They lave their Wearied limbs 1 but we have loos'di 
The bridles of tbdr fteeds, tkiit they nay graze . 
Over Uie verdant mead. But lo acquaint you 
With thetrap{m>ach was I feiic oa before. 
For the troops know alteady : fame hath fpread 
Thro' the \riioIec3inpgiail tidings^ that yoar Daughter 
Is come : die hoft, with a tumaltaoos haile» 
Affemh^t to behold the royal maid. 
The bieft areitff a public mark ejtposM 
To wonder and renown. But ibme enqufre^ 
*' Is ihe^fppus'd, or what are their defigns ? 
*' Impatient for a fig-htof his iov^d daoghter^ 
-* Did Agamemnon, our ilhcdrions ki^g» 
" Send meirengcr& to fetch her ?" others cry"; 
•* For her ere Hymen wares his kindled torch^. 
^ They to DJiwya, who in'Aulisreigns, 
" Prefent thrf Nymph : to whom fhall ihebejofn'd 
" In wedbcki." for th' initiacory rites 
Bring canltiers, and Crown your heads with flowcrr. 
JBc it thy care t* arrange the bridai* pomp, 
O Mcnelfaus, Jet the chearing flute 
Thro' each apartmeat found, and dancers move 
Their active fc^t ; for with its orient light 
Ttds morn aufpicious to .the virgf a dawas, 

A G A M £ M N O N. 

*Tis we!!. But O retire : for all befide. 
If fate befriend^ will we coridcd aright.. 

Exit Mtfftngcti 
What (hall I fay ? ah miferable me ! 
f J7]With thine own wOes, tbou wretch, thy blainti 
How am I ihackled by the galling yoke {begin, 

[17] The fpitewing ps/Tage in the Hecuba, *f*»wTi}V Xi7« 

y,iye^u o-B, Rka^Ti' v. ^35. ii; i 'rt\ode t)f fpeaking fimllafr to 
rfUxt the Pbct here toakes ufe of,- and the cooiext clearly fcew* 
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ii8 IPHIfiENIA IN AU'LIS. 
Of dire neccifify ! &et $11 my craft 
Fonane with mightier wifdom hath prevaU'd* 
But-what a privilege bielon^s to iKofe 
Of humbler Ibtions 1 they w'ith freedom weep, 
Aad fpeak of their afflictions.: but the. man 
Whofe birth is noble, fe«is at once the weight 
Of all thefe evils : thro*. each Ibge of life 
Aw'd by the voice of others, we are (laves 
To a vile rabl^le. ^hame withholds the tear 
Juft darting from thefe eyes; again o'erwhetmM . 
With griefs unnamber'd, blufli ( that my mourning 
Is thus eonceal'd. Enough : bat in what terms 
Shall I accoil, or. hv>w receive my Wife, 
How teach rhefe eyes to greet her ? for Ihe adds 
To thofc afflictions I already feci, r 
By earning uninvited^ yet'tisjuft 
That fhs a much*{ov*d Daughter ihould attend^ 
At-her^efpoufalf, and confign the maid 
To a foiid bridegroom's arms : bat here ala?, 
Sde my perfidious conduct will difcern. 
As for thfs wretched Virgin (bttt why call 
The dellln'd Wife of PJuto by that name ?) 
How do I pity her 1 methlnks I hear 
The fjppliant littering thefe reproachful word^, 
** O Father, wilt thou kill me ? may thyfeU, 
"i8j ** »May they thou lov'ft expeiience fuch efpou- 
'eaatime Orefles^ by hi^ Silver's fide, [fals." 

that Agamcmooo, aogocdiog to CarmcUi'*. interpretstiprij fpeakp 
ofhim/clf by the term crsflij'. It is necefTary to premife thus 
mucli in fupport of tJve geutoioc text; as Groiius, Mr»- Heath, 
Mr. MarklaoH, and I)r. Mu/graye, have all four aitempted 19 
midtrmioe it by their ionjecturSii alterations.. 

[18] Alladtng to iKe fate of Agamemnon and his concubine 
Cairandra» which is pr«di6ked more at large, with all its tonco- 
tmitaiit circunn fiances Hi horror, in the Agamemnon of ^fchyius, 
y^ 1 1 1<5— 1334J ih.e Trojan Captives of our,Aulbor^>. 357-— 
3l^»« 445—^46 1 and the Lycophron, v. 10$^— 1 119, by l^c in- 
"ipired CaiTaadra herfelf. ' * ' 
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IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. n^ 
"With inartkulate expreffive notes. 
For he is yet an infant, ihall exclaim. 
How did the Son of Priatn, Paris, caufe 
My ruin, for his Bride when he prefum'd 
To feize on Helen ! thence thele woes 1 date. 

CHORUS. 

Sach pity, as from foreign Dames i\ due 
To the a^dions of a King, I feeK 

M E N £ L A V s. 

Give me your hand, O Brother. 

A C A M E M M O ,K. 

Take my hand ; . 

For r fubmit : thou triurophUl ; but my lot 
Ismifery. . - 

MfiNKI.AUfi« 

By our common Grandiire's fhade, 
1 fwear, by mighty Pclops» and by Atreus 
Our Father, that to you I in plain terms, 
The real dictates of ihy heart will fpeak, 
And banilh all difguife. ' When I beheld 
Your dreaming tears,xorapaffion bade me weep. 
And change my former parpofe : now no more 
A £;>e, toyqpr opinions { accede, 
Advife you by no means to. take away 
Your Daughter's life, nor to my intcreft? give 
Such preference : for 'twere not jult that you, 
V^hilei am blell, fhou^d groan, andthatyourchildrf / 
Should breathe their laf!, While mine yet view the ^ttUt 
What cap T wifli for ? may rot I e?fe where, ' ' 
If wcHilock be my purpofe, ^aiit a Bride, •' '- 

Selc^ed from the noblcft Grecian maids ? 
But fliall I lofe a brother juftly dear. 
My treadieroiis Con fort Helen to redeem. 
And for the wicked thus' exchange the good } 
As yo^th asrd inconfiderate lalhnefs prompt 
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lAftederil: bat take iifllofer inew 

Of thefe tranfaflbns, and am now coiiviiic'd 

What horrors wait the murderer of his CbUdreii* 

Again, while pondering oa our kindred ties, 

] feel csmpaffion for this haplefi Maid, • 

Who in the caufe of my (perfidious wife' 

Is dooniM to bleed : for what hath 0ie to dp 

With Helen ? let the hoft, diftiandcd, leave 

Thefe (hores of Aulis : bot no longer weep> 

O Brother, and froaa thefe friKeriial eyes 

Ceafe to call forth the fyppnihifiqg tear. 

If the refponfes of the Gods, whicn claim 

Your Daughter^ Wis, alFeft 70^, let not me 

In thefe have Any ihare ; for I, to fave 

The VirgiJi, my own interdb will forego:. 

3 at anxious to repeal the harih decree, 

Am I afiedled by a- virtuoos caufe, 

And to a natural love for him who fprbga 

From the Cime Father qwe this fudden change; 

Such is the teinp^.of the man, whofeibul 

Nb vicious habits warp, he ever yields 

To the moll wKe fuggeftions. 

C M-O R V (U 

" ' ' ^' Generous words 

Are thefe which thou haftfpoken, and n^ofl worthy 
Of Tantalus, Jove*s Son : thou wilt not fhame 
Thy great progenitors. 

-A b A M.E M « .0*9. 

.0 Menekas, 
I praife thee; the conceil^ons thou haft m^^de 
Tranfcend ray expedbjtions, they become 
A Brother. , 

M B.N.jE LAVS. 

Love and Avarice have di/Tolv-d 
Many fraternal ties : my foal abhors 
Such bittcrncii *ivmi thofc .of thc.&me Jioufe* 
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Bat me in Aich calamity hath fate 
Involv'd, that m; own Daughter I mail flay, 

MENBI.AUS. 

Why flay her ? who can fach reftraint impofe ? ' 

AGAMEMNON. 

The whole aHembled armament of Greece. 

M E N « L A u s. 

They cannot, if to Argos you fend back [19] 
Thehoft. 

A G A M E M 11 /f . 

From them, thus far have I conceal'd 
All that hath pafs'd : but this I cannot hide. 

[19] Bramoy interprets this is fpokitii of the fending back 
Ipfilgenia; and Mr. MarkUnd, whofe note* on the two Iphi^/>- 
nias bear (bong nsarks of being written more haftily than thofe 
ynih which he favored the ptiblic eight years before on the Sup- 
pliints of Euripides, propofes 0»«»^ in the ftcad of A^or, 
which he harihiy calls " abfurd:" but Argos, as Dr. Mufgrave 
obferves, is here, and in a variety of other places in Earipidef, 
made nfie of aa fynonymous with all confederate, Greece. In 
Homer we meet with a flill more ftriking inftance of the unre- 
flrained figniiication of the word Argos, or rather of its being re- 
dded tc a mere expletive •, Ut}^a<ryhKov A^yo?, H. L. ii. v. 
6*1* being the appellation given to the diftric^ of Pelafgta in 
Tbeffaly : at the fame time it is obfervable, that our Tragic 
- Bard has marked out the city of Argos (which, according to a 
paflTage in the Archelaus, preferved among his Fragments, was 
before the refgri of Cadmus inhabited by the Pelafgians, whom 
Euilathius fpeaks of as a wandering nation fcattered over all 
Grtece) by the very fame term of Us'KetTyiKoit A§yof, which 
occori both in the Oreftes and Ph^sniflfae. 

M * • 
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M B ITB L A U 8« 

What mean you I dirink not thro' immoderate 
Of abaferibbk. £ftar 

AGAMICMNON. 

CalchaswUl unfold 
Tkii oracle to all the Giecian Chiefs. 

lIBlffELAUS. 

If he die firft, he cannot ; and with eafe 
Might we diipatch him. 

AGAUIMROV. 

The whole face of Seers 
Are mifchievousy and thirft for power. 

IIBNBLAU8. 

A worthleft and uniervieeable erew. 

AOAUMMUCm* 

Perceiv'ft thoo not my thought! ? % 

If B If B I. A V s* 

Howlhouldlguefi 
What yon declare not ? 

A A M B K V v. 

By the fubtHefeed {^aj 
Of Sifyphw are tMe re^onfes known. 

. [to] Some of the ftnacnt wfkert htve iflerted, thtt Antideft 
wti pregntnt by Sifyphn* at ^e (ioae •of her berag gWen in mar- 
mge to Laertes; ud Accordingly Sophocict lo hU PiiiU>a«us 
and Enrlpidet in bis Cydops, ts well u in tbe pafltge before bs, 
<:«il UiylTestbe Ion of that celebrated robber: but when we.jre. 
colica that Stfyphp&wts Grtndfadier t» Bellerophon, whoTe Iba 
Hippolychai vras fatbcr toOleucos, and his daaghter Laodamitf 
mother to Sarpedon, two of the heroes who were oppofed to 
XJ^fiki in ^e TrojiA war -, it wijrpcrhapa be more reafooable to 
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VljSa cxmiot ban us. 



With each art 
And viricm wile thai giiiia the itekle Hutmg 
b he eadttecb 

If B K B L A u »• 

Afflbftioiiy batefbt peil, 
Sipioffirr htf mrhole ibu). 

A G A ar V M N o ir. 

Think then ihoii 6ril htm 
Stand sf ninldft th« Gitcian hek, to pobliih 

<Mci«de, tharUtyfliM tcqaired the tppelUtioQ of Z^t^iiftjF 
^t<p» merely ftpm his itfembltoce *ta Sifyphiu ui beibg 
«ip)M« a»l^*;», ** the^«meft of men j" which it the chtrac- 
^GhttdRia Homer givee of hit tneeAorSifvphut, Iliad U vi. 
^* 253. Abbe Banter, ftrack no doubt with the great diftance of 
the rimes la which ^f has 4Uid Vly0ea flourilhed, has in koM 
^crtitioo on the Argonauts, Accademie des Infcriptions, Tom. 
i^ niem.'p. 83, attempted to prove, that he war his Great grand- 
^ : but when Vlyfles, in the Odyfiey of Homer, beholds Sify- 
piuK tortured in the infernal region*, he neither attempU to 
hold any conference with him, nor fhewa that intereft in hia 
MtScriagt which was due to one of his aoceflors, but immedi- 
^^ paflcs 00 to Uercnlet, by whom he is aconftedL Indeed 
^ tbove-roentioned freatife of the French Academician eihi-« 
biUa pedigree- fwarming with errors the noA obvioos : the 
^me of Sifyphtts'a lather is there calltd. Aotoiychos, inaead of 
fi>lvs} and Homer's Aotoiychos, there diftioauiiW by the 
*«leof Autolychus tbt /t€t9d, is faid to h^vc been (ojx of fiify- 
[bm aird father to Laertes, Ulyflfes* father; wheveas the God 
Mercury was the reputed father of A«olychu8, who i» faid by 
^>^antas to have been in faA^ fon to one Dcedriiov oad that 
ABtolychns Was th« fkther not o£ Lautes, hwt of Aaticlea the 
«ife ef U«f tea and mother o( Ulyflef* is^a fa€t weU koown to 
^*^ man in the leaft degre«r«u»veri4at with Homer and t^ 
■j'Uwlogical writcsfc 

Ms 
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U4 IPHIGENIA IN AULI& 
Thofe oracles which Calchas hath devis'd. 
And how I rafbly promised that my Paagh(er> 
The vi&im whom I now refufe, ihoald bleed 
At Dian's altar : he the trdops will roufe 
To mutiny, aBd> having flain us both. 
Bid thea bring forth and facrifice the Virgin* 
If to the Argivc fliore I fpeed my flight, 
Greece will invade me with confederate flrength, 
O'erthrow thofe walls the Cyclops rear'd, and lay 
My country wafte. W^tch that I am ! fuch woes 
Surround me. 'To what fir aits am I now driven 
By the relentlefs Gods ! O Menelaos, 
Prevent one great addition to my pangs. 
By haflening thro' the ranks, left Clytemneftra 
Learn my refolves ere I have ofFer'd up 

She maid to Pluto ; wretched tho' I am, . 
enc^ lihall fpare full many a needlefs tear. 
But keep flridt fecrecy, ye foreign Dames. 

JEW^tf/i/ Agamemnon A/z^ Menelaus. 

' CHORUS. 

ODE. 



Thrice bleft whom Ven^is warms with temperate btf 
Inilru^ng theo) their tr^nfports to controul, 
>Jor pafs the limits of chaftis'd deiire : 
Wild frenzy triumph's in the human foul. 

When Cupid with malignant joy, 
Sends forth his double arrows to deftroy ; 
To make man's life more bleft the firil hath po\yer, 
From the fame quiver flies in evil hour 
The fecond fhafc, and gives the deadlier wound : 
O lovely Goddefs, never, never fhed 

Such horrore o*er my peaceful bed^ . 
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Let geatk Graces hover roiind,^ 
And holy Loves tlieir flielteriog pinioof fpre^d ; 

Be each too raptaroiu flame fuppreft* 
While the foft paifioBs glow wiibm my breaft*. 

n. 

Tht geiiias and die manneri of mankind 
Ofi vary : Virtue ftUl onchang'd remaini ; 
By edocaQon*9 aid» the dudile mind 
4t feogth that great accompliihment obtainr* 

By wifdom are her votaries taught 
Humbly to think and ad as heroes ought : 
Hence ihaii their well-earn'd fame in blooming 
Dtfplay its laurels onimpair'd by time. [prim« 

Juft is their title to immortal praife 
V^ho follow Virtue, (he in calm retreat 

Confiojes her female votaries' feet, v 

.Whence the forbidden wifh ne*er iirays : 
Bat manly fouls with warlike ardor beat. 

Tempt each diyerfifi*d emprife. 
And .bid their towering cities reach the ikie«» 

IK 
Thou left'ft» O Paris, each aiTociate Swain^ 
Rear'd with whom midft Ida's grove 
Thy helfbrs thou didll feed. 
Hymning the wild Barbaric ftfain. 
While mth 01y.B>pus Urove [21] 
Thy mimic Phrygian reed : 

/ 

[ai] The OlyiDpiu here fyoktn of wft9 a nstiye of MyJiXyj^d 
a ^ciple of the Satyr Mvfyu, well koowa by his aafuccefsfal 
coQteit with Apollo: Ovid Introdaces faim bewailiog the difaf- 
troiu fate of his mafter, with turn quoqae ciarus Olympa^ ^ bo- 
Bo«rable mention is made of bim by Plato, Plutarch, and other 
writers : we moreover 1 earn from Hyginos, that his fuperior ikiil 
ia placing the flute, obtained him » prize at (be games cekbrat- 
•^ by Aestkiii foa of Pelias. 

M3 



.y Google 



\^^ fPHIGE-NIA IN AULIS; 
There brows'd thy Jo wing herds unheeded by^ 

O'er the fteep mouaiaia's fide. 

When each rival Deity 

The palm ofdaifi'd thee to decide ; ** 

Hence to Greece thy. fieps did roaip. 

To Lacedaemon's ivory dome : 

When. Helen met thy piercing eyes. 
Love's warni fuffufion ran thro! every vein. 

Thou too didd.feel the thrilling pain/ 

Aghail with ipotionlefs furprife. 

So DifcQrd raised her vengeful hand. 

And madnefs fir'd the Grecian land. 

Ships float,. and javelins gleam around. 

To level llion with the groupd. 
Exalted are the tranfports of the great : 
Behold the royal, 4augbter of the King, 
Fair Iphigenia, my illuftrious Queen ! [22J 
And Clytemneilra of Tyndarean line ! 
Lofty the parent flems from which they rofe 
To fuch high fortuaes : like the Gods fupreme 
They rule this nether world, and on the poor 
Shower portions of their wealth. Here let us fiand ; 
Frepar'd to greet the Queen, Euboeao^ nymphs^ 
As from her lofty cliariot ^e defcends. 
And in our hands receive her ieil Oxt fall. 
By your afliduous conrtefy remove . 
The fears which Agamemapn's royal Daughter 

[ax] Here the expreilioD of ^* my Queen** muft be confidered 
as a mere titje of refpect, and not taken fo literally as to imply 
that Chalcis, or any part of the Ifland of Euboea, was at that 
time fubjecV either to Agapiemnon or Achilles, to whom the 
Chorus (mindful of the fecrecy enjoined them) hetc affecSl tQ 
confider Iphigenia as on the point of being married: for we 6nd 
by Homer, 1. ii. v 536 — $45. that Elephenor, fon of Chalco- 
dontes, was at the time of the Trojan war king of Eubcea, from 
whence he faikd with a f<][uadron of iifty Hiips uadcr'hU com- 
mand. 
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May haply on her firfl arrival feel. 
Nor with confuiion nor in tlamoroas drains. 
Let Mi, who are but flrangert in the land. 
Abruptly to thefe Argive ftrangers fpeak. 

CLYTEMNESTRA, IPHIGENIA, CHORUS. 

CLYTBMNEST.HA. 

A ravoorable omen I derive 
Fiom your benign itv, and words whofe found 
h moft aufpicious : nence I entertain 
Some hope that to bled nuptials I conduct 
The Virgin. From the car ^hofc treafurcs bring 
lotended for her dower, and in the tent 
Depofit cAfefulIy : with tender foot 
And delicate, my Daughter, leave thy feat ; 
BucO receive her in your youthful arms, 
Bcfcending from the chariot, and for me 
That I with fafecy may alight, perform 
The fame kind office : but let others (land 
Before thofe courfers whom no words can footh 
If ftartled : lift Orefles from his feat, 
for he is yet an infants O ro> child, 
By the roQgh motion of this vehicle 
Sleep'ft thou o'erpowerM ? wake at this lucky hour. 
Wake to thy Sider'a hymeneal rites. 
For by affinity, thou nobly born 
Wilt be conneded with a mighty ktnfman. 
The Son of Thetis equal to the Gods. 
% Daughter, now draw near, and take thy place, 
Iphigenia, at thy niother's feet, 
That there thou to thefe ioreign dames may'fl (hew 
How great my happmefs. but hither comes. 
Thy much lov'd birc j accolt him. 
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IPHICBNIA. 

Shatl I ran, 
(My Motkef, be not angry at rile ^tleftion) 
AaU clafp mj Father to ihh throbbing breaA ? 

/ 

AGAMEMNON. CLYTEMMESTRA, IPHI- 
.43£M£A, CHORUS. 

C L TTBMKB8TRA. 

O Agamemiioa» my much konour'd lordj 
We come ebedienc to youc hi^h behelU 

IPHIGBiflA. 

With eager ftep at length I fain woald rU(h 
And throw thefe arms around my deareft Sire^ 
For what I wiih for ia the fight Ox thee i 
Let not this raife thy anger. 

A O A US M tr O K* 

O my Child t 

Indulge ^fe tranfports : for of all my race 
To me thou ever haft been moft attach'd* 

IPHIGBiriA« 

AAer • tedious aNence, with delight 
Thee, O m^ Father, 1 again behold. 

AOAMBMNON. 

Thee to thy Father— every word thou ipeak^ft 
Equally fuiu us botti. 

I P H I G B N I A. 

All hail, my Sire ! 
To fetch me hither was moit kindly done: 
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AG'AMEMMON. 

Alas, I know not whether to aifeat 
Or conoradid thee. 

IPHIGENIA. 

How diftarb'd thou look'a> 
Tho' here thou feefl me at thy own deiire. 

AOAMIMVOV. 

A General and a King hath many cares* 

IPHIGENIA. 

Devote the prefent hour to me ;«-forget 
Each weightier bufinefs. . 

AGAMEMNON. 

Thou, and thou alone. 
Art aowuhe object of my anxious- thoughts. 

IPHIGENIA. 

Clear up that clouded brow then, and with Iook5 
Of more complacency behold thy Daughter* 

AGAMEMNON.- 

TruH me, I feel the joy thy prefence gives. 

IPHIGENIA. 

Yet from thofe eyes why ftreams the frequent tear ? 

AGAMEMNON. 

Becaufe otir fepararion mnft be long. 

IPHIGENIA. ■ 

My deareft Sire, I know not what thou m^aa'A. 

A G A k 1 M N O K. 

By talking fo difcrectly on this fubjefl. 
Thou wound'^ my foul more deeply. 
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r FH I O p K I A* 

r would Utter 
The wildcft langoagc, could tbit give (hee jo/* 

A O A M B M S O ir» 

Alas, I am notable to leftram 
My tongue : yet thy behaviour I cofimend. 

IPHJ9EiriA. 

Stay with thy children, O my Siit, at home. 

A»AliaMS>OV» 

. There would I flay for ev«« : but ^ae gdcvfs^ 
My foul is this, that I have not the power 
Such wiihes to cffe6k. 

I. F »IG IN I Av. 

Curie en tfie>rpear 
And Menehus* fuffering^. 

^ Others firft. 

Are they ordained to rain, having pfov'd 
My bane already. 

1 y H X 6 B KV I A* 

What a length of time. 
Haft thou in Aulis' haven been decain'd ! 

A G A M & M VON. 

There is a femething ftill, whiQh doth prevent 
My failing hence, with the confederate hoLt. 

X P,H r O £ N I A. 

O fay, where fame re)ftt«a the Phrygtana dw<ett t 
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AGAMEJyfNOK. , 

WheiewoQU to Heaven tkat Pari% Fdim's foa. 
Had ne'er abode. 

I.PHICCVIA. 

When thou thy Daaghter leiv'fi. 
Is thiae a diftant voyage ? 

Thoa art bound 
For the fame port with thy afflifted Sire. 

IPHIGBNIA. 

Would it were deoent for ih boi^ 10 fail 
In the fajae hark ! 

AGAMBMKOK. 

What meant this (Irange requeft ? 
7^00 tooihah fail, and have abijkadant^Q6 
Nor to farget thy Father. 

I y H I G a i« I A. 

Shall I take 
^This voyage with ny Mother, or alone i 

AG A W KM NO N* 

Alone, from both thy parents torn by fits. 

IPHIGENIA. 

Mean'H thou to place me in a foreign realm ? 

ACAMBMNOJI. 

No more : a baihful virgin mnft not leam 
All thefe particulars. 
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IPHIGENIA. 

My Sire, with fpeed 
Return from Illoii's coaft, return triutnphant, 

AGAMEMNON. 

I firft muft offer up a vidim here. 

IPHIGENIA. 

Bat ic behoves thee to confalt the Prie& 
Before thou enter on this facred rite; 

^AGAMEMNON. 

Thou too, for near the lavers thou mufl Hand, 
Shalt know the whole. 

I P fi I O B N I A. 

Muft I In choral dance. 
With my young conuades, round the altar move ? 

AGAMEMNON. 

Thy lot, by far more enviable than mine 
I deem, becaufe thou underftand'fl not aught 
Of what we are tranfa6^ing. But now enter 
Thefe doors, and to thy virgin train appear 
The kifs thou gav'fl, and that right hand, embitter 
Our partinj: : from thy Sire wilt thou be ^bfent 
For a long fcafon. O ye heaving breads. 
Ye cheeks, and golden treffes, of what woes 
To us hath Troy and Helei> been the foqrce ! 
But I can (peak no more : JFor the fwifttear. 
E'en while I yet eitbrace thee, from thefe eyes 
Forces its way. Retire into the tent. 

Exit Iphigenia; 
O progeny of Leda, I entreat 
Thy pardon, if falfe tendernefs o 'ercome 
My better judgment ; now lam beftowing 
Our Daughter on Achilles ; fent indeed 
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"With happy profpefis to t dlftaQt realm : 
Yet deeply the parental heart it iwouAdy, 
When to tnother hoofe the Sire configns 
His children, nortnr'd with uicefiant care, 

C L TT £MJ( E S T R A. 

I am not thus infenfihley nor prompt 
To cenfare ^fou : myfelf no doubt ihall feel 
An equal pang, with hymeneal rites 
When from thefe doors^I lead ihe virgin forth* 
But cuflom at this feafon bids me check 
My forrows. I have merely heard the name 
Of him, to whom our daughter is affiaocM, 
But wifii to learn his country and defcent. 

Beauteous i£gina, from Afopus fprung. 

.C L T T E M,N E S T R A. 

• Say to what favonr'd mortal or what God 
Was ihe in wedlock join'd ? 

AGAMEMVON. 

Imperial Jove 
ComprefsM tlie yielding maid; and was the Sire 
Of ^acus, Oesone's king. [23] 

[13] This Iflaod, iituated in the Saroniao bay, h in PinHar 
Iftbai. Od. 8. V. 4$. and Ovid Met. L. 7. v. 472. called Otno- 
pia : but Lycophron, moftofthegeo^aphical writers, ai^d Pindar 
hiffifelf in three other places, concnr with Earipide&io giving ft 
the name of Oeuoae i it afterwards received that of >Egina, 
from the Princefs here mentioned, aod ta fo called io Homer's 
caulogue of the Grecian (hips, where its troops are included in 
the Argive dividon under the command ot Diomede, which 
feetns ac if the ifland no longer remained fubjecl to Peieu.s after 
he had left it, in. order to cftablilh himfelfin ThefTaiy. Strabo 
reprefents it as having undergone a variety or r€voluMnns, and 
mcntioiw the A reives anaong the nAtions by whom it wa* lac- 
N 
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C L V T E M K S S T R A. 

V ' Wliatfon 

Inherited the rearlmt <ff ^aois ? 

A GAM B.M N O v., 

Peleus ; and Peleijus wedded Nereuf* Daugbter. 

C L Y T E M ir S S TR A« 

To him furreridered by the God hei; Sire, 
Or did he feke her 'gainft the will of Heaven ? 

A G A M E M N O >«• 

By Jove himfelf tb' efpoufals were ordain'd ^ 
And he to whom belong'd a Father's right. 
To Peleu$ gave the Nymph. ' 

C L y T BMNESTRA. 

Where did he wed her i 
Mid'H Ocean's waves ? 

A G A M E IC if O^. 

On Pelion's facred cliff 
Where Chiron dwelt. : , 

C L Y T'E M W.'E ST R.il' / 

That mount, vrhich we ate told 
The Gcntaurs' race inhabit? 

ceflivcly Inhabited. The q^eftidns here tiked by Clyteinneftrt, 
vrhich reUce to the paternal, afnceftors of Achilles, do not Orike 
me as fhewing the inconfiftency or want of memory here ob- 
je£led to by Barnes \ as it was very poflible for Clyteroneflra to 
hav^ heard that the Gfoddcfs Thetis, Datighter of Ncreus, was 
the mother of Achilles, but at the fame time to be an utter 
flranger to the whole hiftory of his father Fclcus, and the aa- 
ceH-ors of that Monarch. 
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A C A tt E M N O N; 

There the Qod$ ' 
With banquets celebrated Peleus' marriage. 

C L YTB M 11 B 8T R A.; 

Botdid bb Mothoir Thetis, pr his Sire, 
Train up Achilles ? 

AG A M E M. N O N.< 

[24] Chiron, aweful fage. 
Led profligate e:tampies ihoald corruf^t him. 

.,C L YT B M N E 8 T R A. 

Chiron was wife ; and ftill more wife the Father, 
Wiio for his offspring fach in fir aftor found. 

A G A M E M K b W, . . .. 

Sachis theman whom for oar Daughter's Hufband 
I have mark'd oiii. 

CLVTEMNE8TRA*.. 

. No defpicable choice : 
But in what Grecian city doth he dwell i 

A G A M E M V O N. 

Beiide Apida»«i8 in Phthia's land. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Will he the tender virgin thither lead ? 

[Z43 Chiron wa? Son of Saturn and then^p^'l^hillra, one 
of the Daoghters of Oceanas : the God beJng furprifed in this 
amour by his Wife Rhea« U aiisfbcmed Kimfelf into an HorH^, 
and fled witK-great precipita^tlon i hence proi^^ded the xnixt form 
cf the child* 9c« Apolboius Rhodiwi, L. 3. v. 1135— n 145. 
andVirgilGeor. L. 3. v. ^3. Paufanias, in the nineteenth chap- 
t«r of bis fifth book, writes, that dhiroii after his death was f^imd 
9i9rthyof being received among the 0*4$. . 

' N 2 
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A G A^M I M V O N. 

Be that the care of him who (hall poflbfs her. 

C L r T E M N F. S T R A. 

May every blifs attend. them ! But what day 
Have yott appointed fbr the &aptial rite ^ 

AGAMEMNON. 

When fulI-orbM Cynthia darts propitious beaiB9* 

CLYTEMNB'STRA* 

Have yon yet flaio the cuftomary vi^ims 
[ 25 ] To her who o'er the genial couch prefidei ? 

AOAMBKSOir. 

I on this very bofiaef:} am intent t 

It ihall be done. 

t 

CLYTEMNESTRir. 

Will yott the nuptial feafi 

Celebrate nexi^ 

A G AM E M N N, 

When I have offer'd Qp 
Such vidims as th' immottal Godi require. 

C U.Y TBMNBSTRA, 

But where fhall we the womens' bani^uet hold T 

A C A M B M NO N, 

Here at the Argive fliips. 

[15] '**^ Qytcmneftr* meins Junoj called Zuytee, oi v/hont 
*^ Apollonius RhodtOf in his ArgonarQtics 

** H^ Tf ^vyin Aw? tvvtin, L i|. V. g&, 

Jooo the nuptial Goddefs, Wife of Jove. 
*-* The fame expreffion occnrt lu Noaniu and Dioojimt Halics** 
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CLYTEMKESTRA^ 

Well, if wc mttft J 
fet may it prov6 aufpicious. 

AGAMEMNON. 

' Wife, thou know*ft 
Thy duty : to my will compliance yield 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

What means Ay Lord ? for I km wont t* obey. 

AGAMEMNON. 

Myfelf will to the Bridegroom'? arms— 

CJUyTEMNESTRA, 

Shall aught 
That might become a Mother to petform, 
Be done without me I 

AG A M B M N O K. 

'Midft the troops of Greece 
Coniign the Piincefs 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Where (hall I meantime 
Be ftatiori'd ^ 

A O A U B U N 0» H. 

Go to Argos, and take care 
Of our young virgin race who there remain* 

C L Y T E Af N E S T R A. 

Lfcaving my daughter ? who fViall bear the torch ? 

AGAMEMNON. 

Ba tnine the welcome ofH:e, to iliu n 
ilcr H/msncal nte. 
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CLYTEMNfSTRA* 

\ No antien: ufage 

[26] Gives fandtion, and you koov/ 'twoald be jttii- 
cemlf. 

AGAMEMNON. 

Thee it becomes not freely to cony^er.fe 
With the licentious inmates of a camp. 

CI.YTBMKBSTRA. 

It well becomes a mother to difpofe 
Of her lov'd Daughter. 

AOAMllCVOir. 

Neither ihould htr Siilcn 
Be left .alone at home. 

C L y T £ M N I S r R A. 

In their apartment. 
They &n&ly are confin'd, 

AGAMEMNON. 

Obey. 

[ttf] Without eitendiog oar reCearchet toy ftrtber Ihtn the 
writings of Euripides, we find mach variation in regardt to tkt 
f er(on by whom the nuptial torch was to be borne : in Phioeaifhe 
V. 34^9 and the Scholialt wbicli I have fbere quoted, fach oificc 
i» ref refeoted as beionijin^ to the mother of the Bridcgnnotil^ 
Ciytemaeftra here allerts that it fuits her bed u mother to the 
Bride Such employment waa unfutted to Thetis, the mother 
of Achilles on accouftt of her being a Qoddefs : but not with- 
funding what is here faid of ancient cuftom, we find the nuptial 
torch bcirae atfq by meD, fur the meirenger \n the Helen, ap 
^Attendant of MeoeUas, v. 718 — 730, Tays he now renews tKe 
oriion of MeoeUtts and Helen, having formerly borne the torch 
nc their efpoafals : thon^h it is very evident that Leda, Mother 
to the Bride, wis not then dead ; as that very Tragedy, v. 135, 
•nd loi, mentions her bcin^ f'u[)pofed to have pdt an end to her 
-•wa life, through grief at h«;r Daughter's flight with P^ris. 
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C I. Y T £ M N fi S T R A. 

Forefedd^ 
Satomia Queen of Argos. Go, bear rule 
Abroad ; domedic empire ihall be miae. 
I will €oodu6l my Daughter's bridal ponp. 

Exit ClytcmntHrsi* 

AaAMBMVOV. 

Alas! in vain I came ^ now »ll my bopes 
Are fruftrated. I would have fent my wife 
Far oat of fight. Fallacious I devife 
Sc^iemes to impofe upon my deareft friends, 
Aj^d am in every artifice defeated. 
Bat now with Calchas, holy Seer, I go 
To fearch into the carfe impos'd on Greece, 
Tho* grateful to Diana, yet to me 
Mod inaufpictous. Every wife man oaght 
To cherifh a complying virtuoui dame. 
Beneath the nuptial roof, or live anwedded. 

Exit Agameinn<»« 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 
Where Simois* limpid current glides. 
The fleet of Greece ihall fpread war's loud alarms, 
Fraaghc with brave chiefs^.and with vid<rioai»aims : 
Phoebus IP. vain o'er f lion's walls prefides. 
Where fam'd CaiTandra, frantic thro' defpair^ 
Adorning her di(heverd hair 
With a verdant laurel wreath. 
In ftrains prophetic, am I told. 
Doth dark futurity's events unfold, 
As o'er her loul the powers of mfpifauon breathe. 
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II. 
Each Phrygian youth fhall taie his ftand. 
On turrets which overlook th' embattled field, 
Borne o'er the deep; when Mars with brazen ftiielA 
In barks whofe prows meoaee the hoftile ftrttad^ 
A» he draws ne^r to their devoted ttiore, 
Shall brandiih oft the daihing.o^cir, 
Refoiv'd from Priam's lealms to bear 
That filler to the ions of Jove, 
That Helen, who betray'd her plighted love. 
Hence Grecian chiefs the targe and vengeful Uate 
preparer 

irr.. . . • 

The rampir'd fortreifes of Troy^ 

Environing with ruthicfs joy. 
Shall war's fterii God, wide o*er the plain* 
[27] Difplay the fever'd heads of heroes ilaiA r 

Ivjl This inhumao cuftora of cutting ofFthe heads of fflln 
enemies in order to bear them on- fpears as trophies, is frequeotlf 
mentioned both by the antienc Poets and Hiftorians. InVirgli,- 
when the detachment which had been commanded by Volfceai 
joins the re(t of theLatian forces intheir attack on the Trcjia 
camp» they march up to the trenches with loud. Oiouis, difplay- 
ing the head^ of Nifusand Ewryalus : and in Nonnus' Diony- 
fiaca, the God Bacchus drawing up his forces previous to their 
engagement with the Indiancvorderi) the heads of the foes they 
had Ham to be brooght furth and planted oa-the roiQaU of nywat' 
Tmolas, as omens of viftofy, 

AutT(/.s»iuy ^e xa^i^iiA ic^icriAi aO(AS',7^at viX'.i^ 

L. 17. p. 4jr«. 

Ed, LikbMU 
La Cerda, in his note on the former of th^fe paffages, has co!- 
ledled a multitude of other inftances, which it would be fuper- 
fluous to recite. For the fubfiitution of «TaXi», inftead of «7oAt» 
in the next line, we are indebted to Barncf, who is fb'iowed 
by ReilLitts, M-. Markiand and. Dr. Mofgrave.- Euripides is 
fuppofecl to refer to the former deftru^lioa ol Troy by Hercules. 
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Ag^o that city levellM with the ground 
The virgio choir ihall wail around^ 
Old Priam^s Queen ihed delugeo of tears. 
And Helen grieve for having left her Jord. 
Ne'er nay the joys of me and of ny race 
Be blafled by fuch fears 
As fhall the pallid face 
Of Lydia's wealthy damet o'erfpread. 
Who with the Phrygian matrons in accord 
Shall utter o'er their looms this lay | 
'' From the wretched captive's head» 
«* Wfto comet to ihear my braided locks awty ; 

** While I bewail in plaintive flrains 
** The ruin that overwhelms my native plains, 
'* Thro' her who from that bird did fpring, 
*< Graceful with towering neck, if fame 
•* A true report convey, 
" That Jove transform'd became 
** A Swan, upborn on founding wing 
«« When Leda yielded to bis flame ? 
** Of haply the lanufticMufe, 
'' Prom whence thefe amotous tales began, 
*' Such (hamefui Irgend forg'd, with impious views 
*' T' impofe on the credulity of man," 

ACHILLES, CHORUS, 



A C H 1 X. L I ». 

Where is the leader of the G recian hoft 
What fervant will relate, that here in queft 
Of h!ni, Achilles, Peleus' fon, attends 
Before the gates ? For in Euripus' gulph 
On terms unequal is the fleet detained ; 
Some of our countrymen anwedded leave 
A folitary manfion, on thefe fhores 
To fit inaftive ; others having wives 
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[28] WhD yet are cluldleii ;: not without tho will 

Of Heaven, iha GTeeks have with fuch zeal eqaipp'd 

This armament. To fpeak what juilicc prompts 

With firmnef5» is iny province : for themfelvcf 

Iiet others their peculiar wants exprefs* 

I from the regions of Pharfalia corne^ 

From Peleut' hoafe, and, on Euripus' banks ^ 

Waiting for a propitious bresze, retrain 

The Myrmidons, who with incef&nt plaiatt 

A/Tail me ; '< O AchUles, on thefe coafls ; 

*^ Why Ipitcfr ?'^ fqd '< ^^w long ere thou dirtd 

" Thy fails for Troy ^Qr-inftantly attempt 

*^ Some martial feas, or lead thy fquadrons honke, 

'* Nor fiay far Atreus' dilatory fpas ?" 

[tp] Here the printed text feemt by/«o means to (land ia 
seed of Dr. Mufgr^ye'^ ptrofter^d affi|3:aace : Q«r caa there be any 
footn to doubt that tbe circumftaace of men newly married, leav- 
ing their Wives by whom the/ had not yet iny children, is 
mentioned as an inftaoce 6fthetr extraordinary 2eal for the caufe 
of their country. Thus, Iphidamas, {ok. of Antbnor) is recorded 
by Horn V in the naoft hontnrable terms for leaving hie Bride ut 
Thrace^ and'retorning homeimoiediately, ^n hearing, at the very 
time of his marriage, that the Greeks had invaded Troy i on hi& 
being (lain by Agamemnon, tbe Poet thus celebrates his death: 

Sl^ fM9 av^t Tliam Koifdoio-alp p^aXxfov vwttv * 
OiAl^of , mvo fUffi^vii otAox^i a^iffi* otfinyuit, 
¥M^ihin<i u; till X'^'V^ ^* ^^* ^* 1'* ^* H'* 
Which is thus beau^fidly paraphrafed by Pope ^ 

^ StrechM in the dud th* unhappy warrior lies, 

^' And fleep eternal feals his fwimming eves. 

** Oh worthy better fate \ Oh early flain f 

•' Tby country's fi-ieid aAd virtuous, tho' in vain ! 

•* No more the fauth (hall join his Confort's fidc> 

*' At once a Virgin, and at once a Bride !*' 

It is well known /rom Peuteronomy, Chap. 14. v^ ^. ivhich we 

find farther illuftrated by ,Selien, in his Uxor Heb. U 3. c 3. 

that the Jewifh laws exempted a man from all employmeats,| 

both military suvd civil> for one yesr after his marriage. 
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CLYTEMNESTRA, ACHILLES, CHORUS. 

CLTTEMNISrilA. 

Son of that Goddefs who derives her birtli 
From Nereus ; hearing, as ^iifhin I fat, 
Yoof voke, from my apartment I come forth. 

A C H I L L I S. 

O /acred modelly ! what female form 
Endued with «very captivauog grace 
Bo I behold? 

CLYTEMN58 T.R A, 

No wonder if you know not 
Me, wbo(m till :now your eye? have never fecn.: 
Bat I commend the reverence yoa exprcfa 
For modeily.- 

A c H I L L I s. 
Inform me, who art thou ? 
Or why to the affembled hoft of Greece 
Dod thou a wpman come, and mix with troops 
Airay'd in glittering mail ? 

CLYTEMNBST. a.A. 

I am the Daughter 
Of Leda, Clytcmncftra is my name. 
My Hnfband, Agamemnon, mighty king. 

A C H I L L E S. 

/ill that was needful, well haft thou exprefs'd. 
And with a due concifenefs : yet in me 
Unfeemly 'twere to parly with a woman. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Strange ! wherefore do you fly I with mine unite 
Vour hand, bleft omen of the future nuptiah* 
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ACHILLES. 

What mean'ft thou ? Jain our hands ! I fear the 
Of Agamemnon, with unlicenc'd touch [wrath 
Should I profane his Queen. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

*Ti8 fure allowed 4 
Becaufe, O fon of the immortal Thetis, 
My Daughter yoo {o fpeedily ihaJl wed. 

ACHILLA f. 

Of what cfpoufals talk'ft thou ? w!th furprife 
AU ftupiried I ftaod. Thy reafon fure 
Muft wander, when this tale thou could'fl devife. 

CLYTEMNBSTRA*. 

How natural at the fight of our new kindred. 
To feci confufion when they mention marriage 

ACHILLES. 

Inever fought thy Daughter for my Bride, 
Nor yet by either of the fons of Atreus 
To^me was fuch alliance e'er proposed. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. ^ 

What can this mean ? while you 3vith wonder 6Mtt 
At what I fay ; your words in me create 
The fame amaxement. 

ACHILLES. 

Thy conjeftures form ; 
Our own conjcdures we may both indulge : 
For both of us, perhaps, have fpoken nought 
Bat what is truth. 
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CI.YT£MKfi8tRA, 

A mofi atrocious infolt 
f kiveemlur'dv fiavebeen rmploy'i it fe^flM 
Thvs to propofe a -mere ideal match, 
TUt ne'er was meant to take effe^ : this fhames me. 

ACHILLES. 

Some one hath furely fported with us both :' 
•But /corn th' impoftare^ let u not difturb thee. 

C L T T fi M K i S T R A, 

BiTCwell : for I With ftedfaft eyes can view 
Yoorface no longer ; I am now become 
A 'far» and have faffer'd grtevoni' wrongs. 

ACHILL£S. 

Accept the feme farewell : for I in qneft 
^^'Apmemnon thefe abodes will enter. 

4rT£NDANT, ACHILLES, CLYTEMNES- 
TRA, CHORUS. 

ATTtVDAKT. 

Orandfon of ^acus, O ftranger, ftav, 
Sob of the Goddcfs, thee I call, and you 
^*«8liter of Leda. . 

ACHILLES. 

Ha ! who opes the doors 
^^^ in what wild confufioti doth he call me ! 

ATT*«DANT. ■ 

Afervant unpreruming ; to :ny Jdat'o.i 
^y temper i& adapted. 
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ACHILLES. • 

Say to whom 
Doft thoa belong ; for thou art none of miney 
And I have no connection with the hou^ 
Of Agamemnon. ^ 

ATTE NDANT. 



[apl To her family 
I : with " 



Before ihe wedded : with her, as a gift. 
Her fiiiher, Tyndarus, fcnt me. 

ACHILLES; 

Here I wait : 
if thou need aoght, fpeak wherefore thou detain 'ftme. 

ATTIVDANtr. 

[30] Bat are ye two before the gates alone ? 

CLYT£MN£STRA. 

Thou may/fl communicate thy thoughts as freefj 
As if %ve were alone : but come thou ibrth 
From this thy rpyal mafter's tent. 

[29! As it appears that the Mtnprcripts vary, J take the mid- 
dle courfc between the jvfh rtff of Aldus and Barnes, and the 
^vKrh Tu? of Mr. Marklaod and Dr. Mtifgr#rc,by rcadinjt tw^o* 
rwt and make «fe of the interpretation $;iyen by fleifktos of 
ntf^i^tv 0MU9, by which he underftaAda the socient family of 
Clytemneftra or Tyndarus at Sparta. 

[30] A variety of . ntaatioQs occur in the ancient drama, foch 
as occasioned Commentators to remind ns of the great extent kA 
the Athenian ftage, to which onrmod^rn theatres bear 00 pro- 
portion, and of thofe divifioanin it which might conceal from 
fight the j)erformera Rationed in a remote part: the reader a'tfo 
mnft have remarked that at the^ time of the entrance of thi.s 
MeiTengcr or Attendant (who, as Mr. Markland oSfcrve*, ii^ evi- 
dently the fame perton with whom Agamemnon con verfes in the 
6rrt fcenc ot this Tragedy, though rooft editors there call him 
tfffitcr^ivc tnd Kere ^i(?«Ta'») Achilles and Clytemneftra were 
l>^^b retirint*, and ftood chfc to the door at a coafiderable dillar>cc 
t ora lie Chorus, who &ofC no part in the preceding, dialojus. 
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ATTENDANT. 

O Fortune, 
With my precaadon joined , extend your infiacnce 
O'er thofe I wiCb to fave. 

A C H X L. L B S. 

Thou muft explain 
Tb/ fpeech hereafter : thefe are Words of weight. 

CLYTBMNfiSTRA. 

In bending fuppliant-iike to touch my hand* 
If thou^hail au^ht of moment to diftbfe, 
Wafc not thy liine. 

ATTENDANT. 

Know ye not who I I11I9 
And the attachment I have ever borne 
To yotty and to yoiir children ? 

CLYTEMNESTKA. 

Well I know 
Thoo in my houfe haft been a ferranx'bng^ 

ATT E, N ^ A N- T; 

And that, as an appendage to your dower. 
The royal Agamemnoo crib receivM me f 

Thoa cam 'ft to Argos in my train, and mine 
Haft ever been. 

ATTftSDAWT.. 

E'en thai ; and hence mori^ ftrongly 
To you, than to your Lord, am 1 »tt»ch'd. 

.CLTTiMNBS T R A. 

Thy bufineft, now at length, to us unfold. ^ 

•••••• o 2 • 
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A T T I H D A ir T. 

The mercilefa refoIyc,hcr Sire hath fdrm'd 
Is this-^o flay your Daughter. 

c i. Y T E MK jt a T; K(^» ': . . 

- .' . Horrid talc ! 
Old man^ what mean^fi thou ?.thou art frantic, iiire« 

, A T Tf It tf P.A'»'T. ,.:.•■ . 
Smiting the haplefs Virginal fnowy neck 
With hii drawn fwprd. ' 

Ah, wretchfldr^f^Minet 
Hath my Lord Ipil his reafon ? 

. , He mil-thinka , 

Ariffht, except in wha;. rrfatea to ypu- 

And to your Daughter : here his judgment kiU» 

C L.XTE M N S 3 T R A* 

Say, thrpf what caafe) wb^t Fiend miili^adsthe King? 

. An oiuy^Ie'^^hicb Calchas bath prcnjouni^M,. 
That the cpixf(^(lcr4t<? ^^maqi^n.t. |];iay; iiil. 

c^L. y: t; e m w f 9t;^ h a- 
Sail vnhither ? wretched me ! an^ Orood wretched 
She, whom her Father hath refoivM fxi %y ! 

AT TEN ■ A HAT. 

To (be Dardiinian realn^ ; ^thatMeoelkua 
His Confort mftf rec<Hrer. • ' 

c I, Y T 6 l4 K 6 ft 1^ R A.« 

. » rH»*th#hleod 
Of Iphlgeiiia then the.pi^ of Helen ? 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. 149 

ATTBM DAWT* 

Yoa comprehend the whole ; her ruthleft Sire 
Will 10 Diana facrificc the maid. 

CtVTBMHBSTaA. 

With what intent ihofc noptiala did he feign* 
-By which he drew me hither ? 

ATTENDANT. 

That with joy 
Yoa might condua her as the deftin'd Bride 

C/ great Achihes. 

C LTTBMNESTRA. 

Thou, my Daughter, com'it 
Topcriih, thou and thy unhappy Mother, 

ATTENDANT. 

Moft piteous wrongs, alas ! ye both endure. 
And Agamemnon's purpofes are dreadful. 

CLYT EMWESTTRA, 

Ism andone : no longer can thefe eyes 
Wj'diAold ih* involuntary tear from ftreaming. 

ATTENDANT. 

If e'er in bitternefs of foul wo wtep, 
% for our Childrens' lofs. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

But whence, old man^ 
Oofl diou afiert that thou thefe tidings heard'ft ? 

ATTENDANT. 

I, with a fecond letter was difpatch'd. 

CLYTEMNESTRA, 

To countermand, or to enforce thoT* orders 
Thst I Ihouid bring my Daughter to be (lain f 

O3 
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A .T T .Jl N D A W T. 

To countermand : yom; Lord was then infpir'd • 
Wiih beuer thoughts. 

C L Y T E M N E S T R A. 

^ But why, fince choudidft bear. 

Sucb letter, not deliver it to me ? ' 

'attendant. 
'Twas Menelaus, the deteftcd caufe 
or all thele ills, who tore it from my hands. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Brave j^outh, from Peleus and the Nereid fprucg» 
Hvar }oa this tale ? 

A c H I L L E s. 

Thy wretcheJne£s f hear» 
Nor th' infults ihewn to me can pafs unaotic'd. 

CLYTIMNESTRA. 

They mean to take my Daughter's life awaf » 
By ihe pretence of wedding her to you 
Beguiling us. 

A :: H I L L t s. 
Againfl thy Lord revolts 
My foal, nor will I tamely brook this wrongw 

C 1, YTEMKESTRA. 

I bluih not at thofe knees to fall ; a mortal^ 
To you who from a Goddefs fpring, I fue. 
Why ihoaid I dill jnaintain an empty pride. 
Or ilrive with greater earacftnefs for ought 
Than the deliverance of my deareH child ? 
Offspring of Thetis, fuccour my diftrefs. 
Succour a Virgin nam'd, tho* faifely namM, 
Your Bride ; yet 1 with flowers adorn'd her brow> 
And fancied that I led her to your arms ^ 
But now I to the bloody altar lead. 
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Qa you difgrace will light, if yoo negledt 

To aid her. Ye indeed in wedlock's bands 

Were never join'd, yet was you call'd the Hufbaod 

Of ihb unhappy maid. O by that beard. 

By that right arm, and your immortal Mother, 

Since I am rnin'd thro' your name,/aflert^ 

The honour of chat name. 1 hare no ihrine 

Except your knees to fiy to, not a friend 

To cheer me. Yoa h^ve heard the cruel fchemef 

Th' ladaciotts treachery^ fram'd in evil hour 

By Agamemnon ; here, you fee, I come, 

'MidH lawlefs mariners in mifchief bold. 

But able too, if willing, to afTsrt 

Thecaoie of t^ie oppreii'd ; a feeble woman. ^^ 

Exiead your' guardian arm, and I am fav'd, 

Elfe rain waits me. 

c a o a V >. 
Of parena] love 
Grtaiis the power, and like a magic philtri;: 
lBfpir*d by nature each fond Mother toils 
To fkve her offspring. 

ACHILLES. 

My indignant ibul 
h CrM by fuch affronts : tho' no man knows 
Both how to bear affiidtion and fuccefs 
With greater moderation. 

CHORUS. 

Truly wife 
Arc they who perfcvcre thro' every Ihgc 
Of life beneath unbiaA'd reafon's guidance. 

ACHILLES. 

There is a time when we (hould lay afide 
Each warier thought :' but other feafons claim 
Our utrooll.prudence. From that vireuoys man, 
Chiron, by whom my infancy was ;iuriur'd. 
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Simplicity of inahners t acqmr'd. 

If their commancU arc J oft, I will obey 

The Sctfis Atrctis ; wh^i> anjuft, refuft 

£,^h bafe cooceiTioD : with a liberal i^iric 

So will I ad bpth here, and when at Trpy^ 

Ai Hiali do honour to the god I ferv^ 

Mars the invincible. Bat as for chee, 

Whofe fofierings from unnatural friends arifs^ 

All the procedion that a youth can give 

To fhee^ by pity mov'd will I extend ; 

>Jor Ihali thjB ruchlefs Father ever flay 

Thy Daughter who was ftyl*J my Bride, nor cioaic 

Such treachery with the fandiion of Achilles. 

For tho* r wielded not the murderous blade. 

My name would be» th' afiaffin : yet thy Lord 

Is the true caufe. No longer from the ilaia 

Of Ihedding guiltbfs blood fliould 1 be pure, 

Ifr for my fake, and on a vile pretence 

Of wedding her to me, this Maid (hould perifh. 

While Menelaus is efteem'd a man, 

Shall I be far beneath the meaneft Greek, 

A thing of nought, begotten by fame Piend^ 

Not Peleiis' fon, if in my n^me thy Lord s 

The Virgin flay. By N«r<ui, who refides 

Beneath the briny deep, the Sire of Thetis 

Who bore me, ne'er fhall Agamemnon touch 

Thy Daughter, nor pollute her fpotlefs veil. 

Plac'd on the limits of Barbarian realms 

Sooner fliall Sipylus, whence yon proud Chiefr 

Derive their origin, become illuftrious. 

And martial Phthia have no more a name. 

Calchas, that Seer, in bitternefs of foul 

Shall carry back again his falted cates 

And lavers. For what fpecies of a man 

Is he who adls the prophet ? fome few truths. 

With many falflioods^ mingled, he deals forth 

When fortune aids hmi : bat if (he oppofe, 
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Hit vaunted fcience is for ever loft. 

Hour many nymphs rn wedlock vie to gain 

My plighted kand I no empty boafts are chefe. 

But AgamemnoA, haughty Uhg^ with fcorn 

Hath treated me^i he ought to have applied 

For my permtffiop^ ere he os'd my nafne 

His Daughter to enfnare. For to my arms. 

With jpy, would Cly temnefira have confign'd^ . , 

And I to all the Gredts furrender*d up. 

The maid ; if hence our voyage to the fliorea 

Of Troy had been obftrufted, nor refosM 

The weal of ftiy brave comradtss to. promote. 

But DOW by thofe two! Geherats am I deem'd 

A tfaiiig of 06 acfipunr, which as they lift 

They may tefpeft or flight. My laft\/ippeal 

Js CO this fwofd^ which ere on Phiygla** coaft ' ;, 

We land'^ with criotiibn (latightec will I ftain. 

If any one . prefuiniB w1 th . r q man ban d 

To force thy 'Pa,aghter Froin me. Be appeas'd ; . 

Thou j 31 ] vie\^*ft me lixe^a tuteiaiiy Qad i 

I am 00c yet entitled to th^it name 9 ^ 

But trufti ftiatl be. " ,, , ? 

[31] CornmeotjitQrt are frequently mod decinve in their ItiH 
gv^e, when they have no firm ground to Hand upon* Mr. Maf|^« 
Und,^fter having ^ronotmced that this ptfTage, as it-ftaodE m all 
preceding editions, is txtrtmtiy klfirdy {**" finit^wM'^^} Xhrb^ffh 
1 determinaJCioo tc give nftfem^ ^o'^af m^, has faft'eced tht text 
to remain, but ajtered the Latin verfiojo, and placed, in a note 
his own reading, which comes apparently unfupported by «oy 
authority either printed or manulcript, f^tyici^g «* y«»,«X^* 
•f«*f yiffKTtU/, maximum eft difcrtmen : Ted tamen fiet la 
a fabfequent fpeech of Achilles, v. 1003, we meet with t/*oi 
«^ «y*ir fAthicRtq, which probaWy gave rife to this mutilation 
of an animated paflTage, in order tb make the Hiero fay the Amre 
thing twice over at the. diflaoce of -fcafde thirty lines. Dr. -Muf- 
grave doei: not adopt Mr; Markland's c6DJe«Sture, but propofes al- 
tering 'ft?^' 9fMi into »^Qi *f9, and oa this iQaQY^tibii,,whicK 
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CHORUS. 

Thif heroic language, 
O Ton of Peleus, well bcGomea thyklf 
And thy great fea-born Mother. 

CIYTBMNESTRA. 

In what terms^ 
What wcll-proportlou'd terms, Ihall I exprefs 
My gratitude, youir ftyour not to forfeit i 
For when cncomiunxs oa the good are Ihower'J^ 
They feel a kind of hajred to the man, , 
Whi, in the praifes he i^onfers, exceeds 
Tbe bounds of truth, i .1 Wufli'that I have noaght. 
With which your geaerous fricndfliip tO repay 
But lamentations^ by^my private woes. 
Wholly abforb'd :* y^op never have endur'd 
Diftrefs like mine. Yet i|i a ftranger's caufe 
The Virtuous man extends his arm. 9nd lifts 
Afffi^ions froixi theduf^« On me be^ow 
Your pity, for the woeSjIbavc endjur'd 
Challenge compailibn. Thinking to obtain 
In you a Son in law, I cherifh'd hopes 
Tb^^t )yere Ll-grQunded. Iphigenia's death 
Terhaps may prove an omen to deftroy 
Your bliCi in future nuptiaU : fuch a curfq 
On you is it incttmbent to avert. 
With nobly proffer'd aid began, the fpeech 
Which you as nobly ended : peffevere, 
And y'pa will (ave my Daughter. To your kns?V 
Shall fhe a fuppliant cling ? 'twould ill befeem 

Ke bsrely^ fitarts t^ baud ineptuifty grouock his Latin veriiofl citm 
non alio;; iim guam quod ero. Amidft this difl'ereace; of' opini.* 
on^ I can by no means hefitate in preferring the vatgar text ac 
Ify fjf^r more worthy of Euripides, and more expreflive of the 
nihil non jhroget armiff of AQhille*' chara^^er, than either gf the 
fufgefted altcrationl. **- ' 
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A trader virgin : ye;, if you require, 
Sbeftall come forth* but cbxne with downcaft eyes, 
M flume ingenuous. Or (hall 1 obtain 
Fnm ytQ, tho' flie appear not, this requeft ? 

A C H I L L B S. • 

Letkr remain at home : a bafhful maid 
The dld&tes of her modefty obeys. 

CLTTBMNESTRA. 

YctmuSi we not extend e*en virtuous fhame 
Beyond all boands, where ihame can noQght avail. 

ACHILLES. 

Bring not thy Daughter,. left reproach attend 
0«r iDooikiiderate meeting ; for the hofl, 
Idk and free from occupation, love 
Tales of accuril malevjolencc to fpread. 
The fame my zeal, whether ye corneas fuppHants, 
Or wave your fuit : for on a mighty confli^ 
Am I refoIv*d io (hritch you from your woes. 
^f^ one thing be aiTur'd, I ne'er will utter 
^ filthood. When I raife thy groandlefs .hopes, 
% inftaot death o'crtake me. May' I live 
^f^ton'ihefe tcims, if I the Virgin fave. 

CI,YTEMNE5TRA. 

H?aven profpereach attempt, while you continue 
To be the firm protcdlor of the wretched. 

ACHILLES. 

Attend to whtit f urge, that as we ought 
•^•^c may condud the plan. 

CLY'TEMt^BSTRA. 

What's this ycu mean 
^^« nov\: demands attentioc ? 
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A C H I L L E S. 

Yet again 
Let ut exhort her Sire, ta think more wifely, 

CLYr£MNESTRA* 

He like a coward fears th' afieoibled troops. 

A C H I L L E S. 

Fre(h motives o'er thofe motives may prevail, 

CLYTEMNESTRA. • 

Cold are my hopes : fay, how (hall I proceed } 

ACHILLES. 

Entreat him £rft, his Daughter not to flay : 
-■ft !.c deny thy fuit, to me repair : 
But if thou'by perfuafive words oanft^gain 
His ftubborn foul ; for me to interfere 
Would in that cafe be needlefs : fhe will owe 
To thee alone her fafety, and my frie&dfhlp 
With Agamemnon will remain entire : 
Nor» by the hoft, if I with reafon's aid» 
Rather than open violence, prevail, 
Shsdl I be blam'd. Thy wifiies thus obtain^, 
Both to thy friends and thee, 'twHl be more glorious 
To have fuccceded, iho* in your behalf 
I interpos'd not. 

CLTTEMNESTRA. 

Wifely have you fpoken: 
ril follow your advice : but if I fail 
In my attempt, where Iball we meet again ? 
Wretch that i amj, ah, whither ihall I go 
To have recourfe to your .victorious arto. 
My fafeguard in diftrefs ? 

ACHILLES. 

I will attend 
Ready to guard thee in the hour of need : 
But O beware, left thou with terror fmitten 
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Befen to wander thro* the urop> and ihame 
'%too^ort: for Tyndaros' race, revcr'd 
i|fere7 Greek, no obloquy defer?e3. 

CLYTSMMBSTaA. 

Tbctt be it lb : lead on ; I willobeyk 
Your mandates. Sure, if any Godi txiR, 
Socii virtQe will moft amply be rewarded ; 
I/* tiiere be none> our arduous toils are vain. 

Extunt Achilles and Cly texnneiln« . 

CHORUS. 

ODE. 

I. 
What rapturous accents breath'd around. 
When Hyjnen midft th' enchanting ftrain 
Advancing with hii choral train, 

BsrfeLibya'^ Bute, the har|>, the pip^ refound ! 

^^Cfi op the ridge of Pelion's craggy mount, 
DiftingiiifliM by their dreaming hair, 

Came the bright Nymphs who haunt Pieria's fount. 
The banquet of t1)e Gods to ihare ; 
Oft their fwift ftet in airy bound 
\Vith golden fandals imore the ground, 
At Peteus' nuptial rite they fung, 
On hills where Centaurs fierce refide, 

Tie charms of Thetis, of th' immorul Bride, 

^nd for the fon of ^acns was ftl'ung 

Each founding lyre in Pel ion's grove. 
From Dardanus' fam'd line, the Boy 
(Minion of cloud -compelling Jove) 

Wccndcd, Ganymede the pride of Troy, 
With nc6Ur fiird the goblet high, 

P 
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to circling^ance, , an agile^ baindj^ 
While Netcas' fifty Baugkters ot the Arand 

Grac'd Hymen's bleft folemnicy. 

ir. 

Each Ceiitaikr fnatch'd a (sLpKng pine» 
^ Around his hardy front wa9 plac'd 

The graffy wreath^ he rufh'd to taffe 
The feafis of Heaven, and Bacchus* rofy Wine, 
••Daughter of Kerens, hail! a light 1 view." 

The Nvmhsof Thcffaly excIaimM^ 
Phoebus the tunetol Seer» and he wholnew 

[32] The mafes' myftlc lore, far fam'd 

tsi] M»^«» yiVfOffuTt pendered by Barnes MoTiram gene- 
rttiooesy here I apprehend fignifits geoealogias a Mnfis decanta- 
tas, that is to fay, ^ tbfi poetic annais or genealogies of Gods tnd 
Heroes.** Erafmiis renders it myftica Tacra fbrorum Cadala. 
ritsa., Mr Markland^ Mr. Tyrwhitt, and Dr. Muf^rave, con. 
cur tn looking opoa yttm^Hi as a verb inftesd of a rubftantive, 
Dorice pro yirmriK » tbefurfttreodertit parieii^irvnft, aadfhe 
laft creabia» nindthey interpret i{#r>f4«{fF clare dixit^ or eiKuus 
Wt : thefe verfions feem pecaHarly hai^r. but tSitf ipro{X}fal of 
Mc Marklaad, in which I obferve he ftanda .fiijfle^ tp aiter 
tAiSffaf into Mot^af^ ^liegtiig'that the MuCcs themfeWes tre 
the fpeak^rs, ,and making them rtiau the propheCes of Apollo 
and Chiron, is liable to mutch (Ironger obje£¥ion<. M Apollo could 
jiot with any propriety be excluded from thk* hatmoitious bao- 
onet of the Godn even though Juno had tiot exprdiAy reininde<i 
him in Ha»er jtbat bt ^^ oat of the g^lei^ ' 

Aaifv fx^v ^^fAj^ytk,. ' 11. J.itxiv. .r 62. 

And in regard to Chii*ont it ha$ already b^^tt m^ioned by Ag«- 
tnemnon in thU Tragedy, that he was the friend of PeieuR, and 
dwelt on thii> mountain ^ which renders it flnvpf}' needlefs to 
cite Apollodoros, who informs us thaf He prefested Peleiis at 
his nuptials with the famoiif fpear which his Son Achillet after- 
wards brought In the fiegc of Troy, in ortfcr to ^rove that he 
was one of the Centaurs wt\o attended ilie feltivity. it fecra» 
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, For virtue, Chiroo dgc foretold 
Bt name, tKe chief, iQ combats bold 
who his Myrmidons (hall lead 
bito the wealthy realms of Troy, 

Aod Priam's dome with vengeful flames d'eftroy : 

Thoi have the Fates fapreme behefts decreed. 
To him, impenetrable arms, 
By.Yulqan forg'd, of jsaffive gold. 
His 'Mother, 'midft War's dire alarms 

51!iaJl bring, her happy offspring to infold. 

The<i did tbe ^holt immortal Choir, 
With tuneful accenu to «d6ta . 

Giea Fdfus' aqd the Nereid's bridal morn, 
Ac^omp^j ihe feilive lyre. 

'• ■■: '•••;-.-iit.-. ;;;...;; ;,•..■: 

BDtdeck'd withg^rlan/ds braided rooad thy benJ, 
Thoir^ Ihigcam,' (halt be led 
By Grecian friaiib » and .as tbe. heileo 4orn ^ 

Ftoa rocky caves, reludant me^ts the blow, 

; Thy -ernnfon gore fhaU flow : » 

^or pipe,* nor di!«)her^*s; dog at early morn 

AwakM tbee, nortur'd on the (lain : 
But thro' maternal care, with bridal pomp attir'd, 
A Bride by each Inachian 't^liief deiir'd, 

Thbtt*hithcr-B^Iilg*ft thy weeping train. 
How flJaH the mb^^ bfuihcS o*er that face' / 
Diffas'd^ or in thiy fatal hcfar . * : : .^ 

Qoch more con fgaant 'both to poetry and probibilltyf thftt Chi- 
ron Iheold czpatUte o^ the atcbiei^ciaeBts .of, hi* future pupil 
Achilles, than^ tKatthc Mules fhonO conriiiuc to fprak, ts tbcy 
<io ia Mr. Maifktead^ Lttin verfion, and quote the prophefies of 
Apotio and Chifpo, wheicititcOear thartfeywere botnprefcnt, 
and formed part of the gnefti aflcnabled on moont Pelion. I 
therefore follow the eximplt of Ihe/Aldoa edition, va placing; 

»fterthc v«f<^4^-a;M ft«fi^ ; j: m.. ' .:■: 
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i€^ IP^IGENIA IN AULIl 
Thy virtues aoght avail. 
While impioas men eDgrdfs all power ^ 
If thus titg\t{hd, honour fail. 
And violence o'er law prevail ?* 
Hence, general ganger threats the human race^ 
Left the vindictive Gods a fSnful world aflath 

CLYTEMNESTRA, CHORUS. 

tLTTEMliBSTaA* 

I from thcfe doors eome forth to feek my Lord, 
liVIvo hence hath long been abfenti, My poor Daoghwr 
Sheds the bis tear^ and pours forA many groans 
Expreffiire of her aneaifh, iince flie heard 
She by her cruel fire is doom'd to bleed. 
By* Againemnon : he whom I have mention'^ 
Draws near« and on hu own unhappy Child 
£re long will execute this d^ of horror*. 

.AGAMEMNON. CLYTEMNES^ 
TRA, CHORUS. 

A G A M B M N 0>. 

Dauebtcr of tc^a, at t lucky feaibn ; 
J find thee here ^i^it))out:» that I nfiay.fpoak, , f 
Apart from Iph}e||Bia, on tl^ofe fubjc^? 
Which in the pretence of a timid Eitde 
Cj^nnot be nam'd withdccei^cy. ^ ^- ^ 

','• CJ, r r%U V i^S f'K A., , ■ , ' • ' 

ir iWhatiufincff 

Ootk this occa&OB So my Lord fuggtft ? ' 

^ .. , . . , A O/A^iS a M.N .Ok*rr*i '••;'. ^^-..■. 

From her apartment let toy Daughter go ^ • 
Accompanied by none ttLckpt her fire ; 
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The *^o!y lavers with the faUed <akes , 
Which vie wm^ fcacier la the luftral flame. 
And heifers that to Dian mull^bc flain. 
Aft vidims,' ere the nuptial rices commence^ 
Tinging her alcar with. their crjinfon gpre, 

». C L Y T E M N E S T It* A.- ' % ' 

Thd^ in conrceotts terms^you Tpea^, 
I cannoe name, your adions with « pplavft. 
Come forth, my Daaghcer, for full wcIl.thouiL|ipw'il 
Thy Sire's defign*.; wrapt in thy flowing robe. 
Thy Brother youhg Orcftel hither bring. 
Obedient to ^otff Aimmons, lo (he comes J 
Both in her eau^e'aad'miRel now fllall plead. 

JPHIGENIA, AGAMEMNON^CLYTEMNES- 
. , TRA, CHORUS, 

A O.A M E M N O N, 

Why wcep'il ihor, O my Daughter, whence pro- 
ceeds .-•.-,,:' 
That altcr'd look ? what mean thofc dowhcaft cyCs, 
Fix'd on the grout d» end covef'dwith '^i veil I 

I p H } 6 K N 1 A. 
Ah, how the doleful hiftory of my woes 
Shall 1 begin ? they all at once Teem prefent^ 
^or know I in what order to arrange them, 
Which firll, which lafl to n/imcw .-. 

AGAMEMNON^-. 

Whydoyefcm 
One plaintive grotipe, cxprelfing in each face 
Coatufion and difoiaji ? 

^3 
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• \^i\r:::''': - ■ My f^bVd. Spiy ' ' 

With an ingenuous freedom to' my icJuefUonsr ' 

Kocounfel ob this fubje£t caa 1 need ; • ^" • - ^ 
I wffc to hcar.ih^pi, -. . 

.-.. :: • Jf^'re boa benft oit flayiBg 

Oui0aughter'rV ' ; J - -^ T' ■ ' 

H.a» what horrid ^ords ve theie I 
Thoa oMght'il noi^ to fvfpea th^U.c'cr forn'a 
SachprojetV Peace. 

€ L-V T-E M K I ST R'a, ' •?' 

To my etrqtimes give 
A more explicit anfv/er. 

'" Had thy qneftioos:' * ^ 
Been proper^ Lha^ anfwer'd as I ought.. 

.c b r 7 a M N.s 8 T^.it^^,. ,.i; 
To this one point \ fix them t nooghi befide 
Is there for you to ipcak of« 

AGAMEMNON.. 

Aweful forroAe, 
Ye Deftiniesy and O my evil genius-! 

fcLVTEIirfNESTaX. 

On me^ on her, on yoa» one Demon hurls 
This triple *wrath. 

In what refpeft haft thou 
Been ijcjut'd ? 
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• C t Y T £ 14 N'i ^-T'R A*. " ' . ' -^ ' 

' ' How can you prelua^e to aik ? ' ^ ^'.^ 
This flialiow 'artifice lilriys the iboi. *"^ '. 

J am undone, m^ fecr^ts ate difclqa'S. /' ^ ' 

C L^Y T i M ir.je.S T pi,^.. / '-.:.'•._' 

Full wcihl-kaow them a]l,'ard>iuik^«ppns?^ : / ' 
Of fhe.dcfigni wbkh you '^idbsi* have firam'fl» :* 
1 hac filence,.and thafe oft repeated ghban^':: ;. -. ./ 
AmottDt to a coa^ffion ; fparryoivrktt': ' /• v" > 
The Iaboar*6f a: frivoIoiir>fep4f; - ^'' •- 

-i:- ■ * °..* ^. * .^..'^ ^.;?!'.! - r :■•••.,; VO 

Lo I iiin TOpte. I CO mV: 9(pef^aiw(ld a44 ."^, >^ 

The want of^ yirtuout ftafOf,. WAfC i.tje uiier ^ ;- 

Frei|»dita(ed ifaiiho^ds, .- . i i;.:.' . ^ , rf . . ;. • ^v 

'• ■ c L Y T k M'K'^'sVkiA-; '. '*•" ■" ^ 

To me ; ; fori will ad an !open 'par t^ 

Nor ridciies, foreign to qpiv pt^rpofe ufe. 

Firfl wi(H %hU jtfft repbpi^cii, V^^^^n^ yo^f jiaine. 

By fyfce^yoji fciz'd me f rjalu^ant Bride, 

Slew Tantalus, my former libxd, and daih'd 

Our infant chiJd, whom.froqpi* inv bread you tor^ 

Againft the pavements , Jove's illuftrious Sons 

My Brothers, on their milk^wfaUe courfers borne, 

W«g*d war affainU yon j but my aged Sire, '[ 

Tyndaru«, when van qui jfl^M at his knees you biAy'd 

A fuppliant, fet yon free, and join'd our hands 

i\gasn in wedlock : reconciled to you 

i^nd to your houfe, yourfelf can bear me wirnefs. 

That from that time, flill bl^m^lefs and ftill chaAe[ 3 3] , 

[33I " tlyternneftrt had no pretcnfiops afterwards to boaft 
**'tbtts of her fidelity. Thcfe reprpachea ft«w itut (he perhaps 
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I have improy'd. youf fortunes, that at home 
You might rejoice,, and oft as you went forth 
From your own maniions," wijth fucce fs be crowned. 
Few are the men fo bl'efi as to obtafii 
S uch Conforts ; > tO' the :k>t of many, fall 
They who are wortlilefi*; I mo?eqvef bore . 
To you three lovely Daughters and Vhis ^on ; 
Yet me you-wifl ihhutnaVily bereave' ' 
Of one deanciuld. .Shouyanyoneeitquire 
The caufe for wticb yoii take her life^wiay^,. 
What pUuiible exciifc can yon allege ?. .. j . ir> 
Or (hall I utder what yo9'. dare hot fpeak ^' . : '. ' 
" That Menelaus may fccavcr HeleiiwV ^i . ' 
Glorious exchange ! pur children as the price 
Of her redemption > fSr"ih'at wicked woman 
U we flitjufd barteri'^^ and'' thus purchafe'b&tek • '^ • 
Thofe we abWr'b^ncfath fatal terms* ' 
Tp thofe tve hold moft dear. But leading* feirih *« 
The troops, if. nieyou.UiayjB forlorn af home. 
And on the cqafts of Jlion'longTcmliin ;, 
Think you wlik .«l|oinzing pahgs will j-end 
This heart, when ill fefvackfttthair behbldji' '• 
Her chamber oninhabite4 ?* alone 
Shall I fit weeping, and In ftrains Hkexhefe* 
Bewail her fate ; *• My Daflghter, thy bwn"$ire 
** Hash (lain thee, he, alas ! and nohc biit'h^, ' 
*• tsior by another hand. Such is the gifl^ * * 
** He to ourhoufe dcpartfijg leaves bcbindj"", 
But little more pretext thci^c needs-to urge "■] ; 
Me, and the reft of my unhappy Daughterr, 
To give you the reception you deferve. 
I by the Gods conjure you then, forbear. 
Either to wrong, or force toe to retaliate. 

" already repeated of it. Her love for i5!gi(thii», and tfie mtir- 
" derof At;amemnoa, tftcnwards Evengec! the crime? with wtkli 
^ (he has here bees chat-g'ng her anbapp\ Hufbaad/' Barivi'oy. 
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IPHIGENIA IN AUtlS. 169 
[h] Well, be it fo : tif c virgin you rcfolve 
To Ucrifice : but after fuch a deed 
How cm you |Nray to Hc^ayeq^ )vhat bleffings crave 
Whea you have flaio your child? thus bafely launch, 
the bark for Troy, expe^ you to returu [inj 

WltboQt difgrace ? But were it juft in mcf 
To offer up my vows for your ftfccefs ? 
If we our intient kindneis ftill reuin 
For anirderers» maft we not infer ^the Gods 
Wjncrieafen ? But when ypu return to Argot. . 
Will you embrace your children ?. No, you muft not 
For,«rKo af ail the race will bbar to fee you, : . . 
If oae of thorn- deUberateLy. you Qay ? 
To ihb inip6rtant qiieftion now I ciome ; 
It you/ fqle objed be to wield a fceptre» . . ; : 
And lead foi^th troops to battle, in thefe wordin^ * 
The fqoadrons >cu witKjuiUce might add/eis | «' • 
'* Ii it jfouf wiih, :a Gt^ks, to fail for Troy,?, ) 
" By lot decide whofe. Daughter (hall be^aih.'* . 
TUlu^ird thtn were equal : but not thus 
WAea as a fchofen victim foe ^11 Greece, ' 
Yoat Daagb^^r you beftow. Or, fo redeem 
Hermotl^,' •MeneUus ihould have flain 
He/mione, fioce this was. her vBFair^ . 
^atoowmuAl, who hajre prefery'd yonr bed * 
Jnvio'a;e, be xobb'd. of ^my lovM Daughter, 
^Ue (he whohath iranfgreifi'dihtU train uphers[35] 
^n Sparta, aod become a happy Dajnae. 
Confute me, if in aa^htl fpeakamifl, : . ; ' 

(( I34] *| Thefe iines wc extremely. sBUfitt^d, Wofifiint, in* 

^ digaetieof and juft retfonipf, »»4w9rihj of the moft lierolc 

^ of the OaoghtfrsQf Tyndaruc ; they may be rjtckoned ttnonf; 

the principal paiTages of Euripides In this rpec\es of wrltlog.** 

[35] The old editions have vvi^o^cir,' but «»oJpof d^ i*, ac- 
cerding tOcM*^ >I^)and»ad Dr.>N%rive, the reSdin^ ofthree 
manufcripts. ,.■.''■• 1 / . , •^;. 
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i66 IPHIGE;M;IA IK.A.V'LI?- 
Buc if I fpeak arigh.t, our Daoghc^' ilay not. 
And you will a£l aprtCdent vircupus paru 

' ' t )ii o s ir ft — 
Yield; Agamemnon i to prefeivro&ir chBdirctl 
Uliadable, this atl mahkind aifows; ' * ^■' 

i P n l^n tf I Aw, v.-.Tq.J . 

Had I a vokc of Orphevs, O my 6*w,^ 

Could rby 'magkidGanutions move 
The (tones to folfew^me, and with foft words 
3ooih every heater, r would hav^Mcourlo ' 
To artsliiai powerfol^ bii't oiuil oo«f mftke life 
Of all the eloqoeiicjerl have, thefc tcart. • 
Here round thy leneet AQ'liii«ib)e fiipplUnt eiiiigt 
Thy Daughter, for herfake^whabmught me fortb, 
Conl^ m^-nac (O aft untimely death ^ 
For fweec it is to look 'ufOft the fan : 
£af'th*s nesher regioni force W not to f iew« 
Thee by thtf name of Sire £ hi^A did halt^^ ^ > 
Me dldflthou ftrfl 6kl( Da^g^ter : on thy koe^s 
Firft did i hang, nffbrd^ And in my torn - • 
From thee endeatmfents numberlefs rec^eive/ ^ ^ 
Thefe were the words th^n faid'ft ; «^thee, O my 
•• At a maturer «g« (hail J behold, - (Ghildy 
** Adorn die manfions of a^ happy Lord* ^ •• \ 
** Plac'din'ftlch flatioti »i my rank dcftjrvei ?** ^ 
^.Iuie4>fc.thait chin (wh)4h now with trembling-bands 
I touch) embr-aciDg ; thus have I reply M '^ ' 
*• In thy decflneo^ lifi?; Ihall f reCeiVe . ' * ^ 
•* Thee, O my aged Sire, with filial zeal 
*'* Opjening myjmiiBfion.'^ hoipilabtc gaiesr, '* ^ 
-** Thcffe cares td recOm pen fe,- with which thou erS 
^** ©idft flurtiire irie T* My memory ftill retains 
Eich' fond ex jirtrfliori we both oitet'ii ifheii ;, , , J . 
But thott, ^rgtjUM^rj^Mhat p^fe'd^.WPjtil^'^ flay 
jr!iy;jiaaght^i:* 1^1^^^ Pdop* I CQi^ttre^ 3 ;. u^ 
By Atfcus too thy Father, and by h^r ••' - »• 
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IPHIGENIA IN AULI5.i 267 
'Who bore me erft^ who now again endarea 
Pangs that exceed the pi«gn9nv laother's throes, ^ 
Ilq fpafe fliy life. For what have I co do 
Wkk ^ .efpoofaliy the adulterous loves 
Of Paris Afiid of Helen ? O mjr Sire, 
To vindicate my doom, why introduce 
Their fool offence ? at leaft one gracbtts look,. „ 
One parting kifs beftow, that ere I die, 
ff my words fail to move thee, I may gain 
The/c flight memorials of paternal love. 
My Brother, tho' fmaJl fuccour to thy friends ' 
Thott canft afford, yet by thy tears entreat 
Thy Father, that thy Sifter may not die. 
There is a certain fenfe of others* woe, 
Which even infanfs feel. My Father, fee 
His iilent fuppHcsition he prefers. 
Revere my fafferings, and thro* pity fparc 
My life. We two, both objcfts of thy love. 
Thy blooming Da\ighter, and thy tender Sod, 
Implore thee hy that beard : I,, to conclude, 
l^hjfs one prevailing argument will ufe ; 
fAoSi gracefttl is it to the human race 
To vie%v t^e Sun : but in yon realms beneath, 
(Snch wifti were utter frenzy) none would d well. 
i^i B itter, tho' on the worlt of terms, is life, 
"ban the raoft glorious death. 

\ylS\ Although tb^fe fentimcnts which the. Chorus .fuffer to 
pafs oocenfared, are held by forne Critics' to be utterly incon- 
fiftent with the dignity of a Tragic Heroine} it is not unworthy 
of obfervatioa that the Achillea t>f Homer, tx)(liwhneHviag, in 
hie reply to the Ami^afTedors iV^t by AgaixienKioo^.in the ninth 
book of the lliid, and after death, io what he fays Ux Ul^iTes, 
who derceoils iafeo the infernal regionsi carries this ideay^t far- 
ther : I will bere only cite the. latter of thel'e palTagcs^ as beiiig 
the mod coociPe, and mod immediately ap'podie to my purpdi'c. 

A>3jpi meif* ax/rpw, « ftn ^lOTo,' ittXvi fin 

^ oa;a:L.ii*v.48i* 
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C S O R V I. 

Unhappy Hcfen^ 
Thro* th«c tnd Ay cfpoarals, 'twixt the foni 
Of Atreufy and their rtce great difcord^ rife. 

A G A M ,EM K O K. 

Botb where to give compaflibfi ample fcope» 
And when to check its tide iu\l well I know. 
I for my Children feel paternal love^ 
Elfe I were frantic. Tho' my wounded heart 
Recoil at iuch oblation, to withhold 
The facrilice were impious. I muft flay 
My Daughter. .Se^ft thou not this numerous fleet, 
Thefe Grecian Chiefs in glittering mail arrayed? 
They to the ihores of Ilioo cannot fail, 
Or lay its turrets level with the ground* 
If I refufe tbee, O my deareft Child, 
To offer up : thus Calchas, holy Seer, 
Pronounces. Wiih a veh-^raent defire 
Are the whole hoU inflamM to launch their barks 
Immediately, for that Barbarian coaft. 
And puniih the bold oiifcreant who prefum'd 
To'bear away a royal Grecian Dame : 
Tho^e virgin Daughters whom I left behind 
At Argos, will they kill, nor in their rage 
Spare either you or me, if thu« I fruftratc 
Diana's orades. Nor yet by force 

Rather I chute Uborioofly to betr 
A weight of wets and brcilhe the vital air, 
A (lave to fome poor hind that ^sils for bread, 
That reigi) the fcepterM monarch of the dead. Pof t» 
This do^rlne is however feverely reprolated by Plato, in the 
third book of iiis Republic *, anH the farca(\i': Lucian has found- 
ed on thii very paiTage of H©mer his 15th Dialogue ol the Dead, 
in which he introduces Antilochus, the Ton of Neftor, arraignmf 
this declaration tt utterly unworthy of Peieu*' (off, the .pupil of 
Chiroo tnd Pbocnix, 
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IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. 169 
Hath MeneUos conquer'd,. O my child, 
Nor have hu fabtle argument! convinc'd me : 
But Greece prevails, ^nd theet inthje caiii*e. 
Of Gre^c^rouft at the altar offer op, . 
Willing or.l9th : for I to :fatc inu^ yield, ^ 

Us it behaves, exerting aU,opr mights 
The freedom of our country to maiotaia^ 
For we are Greeks, and will doc, tamely fufer. 
£artarim ilaves to violate our beds. . 

) . fjTf/ .Agamemfion. 

^ i Y T B M n"^ A T. K A, 
My Danghtert O ye fofefgn qiaids ! .. 
Soon, hapIaO Vijrgin^;(]^L(.tho9 dief 

See thy refentlefs Father (ly, \ 

And yield thee trembling to diefliades. 

I p H 1 G £ N, I >.• 
Warbling theiame patb^c ilrain 
V^ith yoi»^ my Mother, 1 complain, , 
No more theie doling eyes fhali view 
The genial radiance of the Morn, 
The Sun his bleil career renew. 
Trom you, alai I i trace my woes," 
Ye mQuntains white with drifted fnows. 
And Ida's confecrated grove, 
Where, ftruggling with paternal love, 
Priam expos'd the infant, torn 
From a defponding Mother's breaft, 
AbaodonM on the diftant heath 
To fate and unrelenting death : 
By Phrygia's wondering tribes carcft^, 
Hence yoothful Paris aid obtain 
The name of Ida's, Ida^^fwain. 
Ah, would to heaven th* adventmrSTis bdy 
Had ne'er been deftin'd to abide, 
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Where b^ the IbWing hferds witif Joy ' 

Did as* a iidiple beaiatit tend ; 
Nor fe'en thoie linipid Hlls defcend, 
Hayntcd by NyftjpWs, who Oil their fide 
Oft cropp'd thie rofc's bluflii'ng flo\veh. 
And interwove with hands' divifti ♦ ^ 
Their fragrant hyacynthinc hc^tfi T ' 
Thither thefage MihcrVa came," * * 
Venus, and Jore'^s inrperid Dainip;""' ' 
With Hermea, " whom the Gods enjoin 
The thunderer's embaffies to beaf ^ 
(In Cythetea'l x^atiton loofe, , * ' 
Love rtvdPd^ with' trimnphant air. 
Her pointed f^arMinerva Ihdok, 
Juno iadvancM with 'flatelier xkiieh 
£xpreAive of the;icepter*d Quceti)' •* 
Their hateful contefl to decide,. 
The power of Yival charms to try : .. , 
I hence alas f atn doom'd x6 die ; '^'• 
. But Greece fliafll with VidbrioU^ pnde '"' 
Extend her ftreamiftg banners wide. 

c H R u a. 
Diana clainm thy fprinkled gore-; ' * • 
Hence they iball land on Uion^s (hOre." 

i Pii I G B N I A. 

O MotW, how it wounds my hearty . 
To fee that treacherous Sire depart I 
On hirt). forelotn., in vain I call. . . 
Ah me I this miferable fate ; 

Prom that ill-oroen'ii hour I date, 
^^hcn Helen fought the Phrygian ilrand^ 
And now am I decreed to fall . 
3y my own, Father's impious hand. 
.O that rhcfe traits had no( detaiji'^d 
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Tkc fleet for IHon bound, nor Jove 
Over Euripiu'fulpli drdaiaM 
Na ^ofpfirows vfind from Heaven to blow ! 
OxiTome, th^ fivour'd few, ^ild p;»)e«^ ... ;•; 
Cheering their Touls doth! he tcHow,' ' " 
And aid. them to onfurl tbfeir faih ; 
Bat others he forbids to inovf> 
Compafs'd with various griefs around. 
And with nec^fficy fell train'; 
THofe-frohi; the port their ycfl*df ruide* ' 
Weigh anchor, and the furge divide ; 
Moor'd 6n the coa(t while thefe remain,. 
Our feeble race wirh toils abound, 
£'en all who draw their viiil breath. 
Shili not thefe deftin'd >lls tontent ? 
'W.esit^iQ;jn« $hcir number to augment 
By fearching out oew modes of death. 

c R a V t. 

Anguifli and flaughter Greece invade» 

Thro' Helen, that incoaiUnt fair. 

I pity thee, unhappy Maid, 

And wiih that ihou, by ifate betray 'd. 

Such woes hadft ne*er been doomM to bear. 

I P H I O E N I A. 

My deareft Mother, I behold a troop 
Of armed men draw near. 

CLTTBMNBST RA. 

And that brave Chief, 
Sfirung from the Goddefs, whom thou cam'it to wed. 

IPHIOENIA. 

Open the doors : I would conceal myfelf. 

C 2. Y T E M N E ST R 4b 

O Davghteri whither flieft thou ? 
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From Achirie^, 
Whom modefty forbids m^ to behold. 

€ Ir T T E M. N E f T 1.: ^. 

Whyfo? 

Oor haplefft nuptials mttke me blft& 

C I. Y T E ii K E 8 T R A.. 

Ill doth fuch bafhfaidericacy Aiit 
Thy fortuBfes : fi^y* this is no time for coyM& 

ACHILLES, CLYTEMNESTRA^ I'PHIGENIAy 
CHORUS. 

' AC R I L L I S. . 

Daughter of Leda, moft unhappy dame. 

CLYTBMN'ESTRA, 

Too truly hkve jou fpoken. 

AGHILLBS. 

*UBdft the hoft 
pf Arg3s» dreadful ihoots are heard. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

What (hotfts t 
Iikform me. 

ACHILLES. 

By thy Daughter caus'd. 

q^L Y T E Aff N E S T R A. 

The wordr 

You utter are of evil augury. 
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A C R I L L B 8. 

Her as a vidim loodly tbey demaiui. 

CLTTEMHBITaA. 

Doch ao man contradidt them ? 

ACHILLES. 

To fome danger 
I alio was .exposM. 

CLYTBMMESTRA. 

Say whaty my friend ? 

ACHILLES. 

Of being cruih'd with ftones. 

CLYTEMNXSraA. 

While you proteded 



My Daughter ? 



ACHILLES^ 

*Twa8 e'en thus. 



CLYTtMNES T k A* 

Bat who prefumM 
To fmite you i 

ACHILLES. . 

•Every Greek. 

•CLYTSMNfiSTRA. 

Did not your hoft 
[37] ^^ variant M/rmidoas defend thsir Lord. 

[37] *' '^^^ comrades and the fvldi^s of Achilles bore the 
*' name of Myrmidons j this people were nitlvts of JE%\a\, and 
" followed Pvieus into Theilaly } ihey are faid to have been 
Q-3 
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IH P.araENIA JN AULIS; 

A C H ILL E S* 

They were my.firft ailaiUnts. 

CLTTEMNESTRA, 

O my Daughter, 
We then muft perifli. 

f C H I L L E s. 

With one voice ihey cried ; 
" How is the Hero in the Bridegroom loft I" 

CLYTfil^VBSTRA. 

What anfwer made you ? * 

ACHILLE94 

Sp$rt ray. future Wife. 

CLYTBMNESTRA. 

Juft was that plea. 

** transfbrm*d ^from Ant«, whence they derived their ottae^ 
^* into Men, at the prayers of JEicxtSy whofe ifltod •£ iEgina 
" >Kf«8 almod deftitute of inhabitants : others deduce their name 
^* from Myrmidon} the fon of Jupiter. See Enftathiua oa 
** Horner^ p. 716. i. ^8,»and p. 3 to. 1. 41. ed. Romas 1 542, mad 
«* OvidMeta. I vii. v. 614** Barmks. 

Mf^jttoc if the Greek word for an Ant. Ovid^ tc^nnt of the 
depopulation of i£gina .by a ptagiie, and its being thus filled with 
a new race, is very diftsfe : as for the Hero Myrmidon, as 
EulUthius calls him, no parricolars of his hi (lory have occarr«d 
to me ; Apoilodonis only iiiys that the fons of ktm and PifidicCy 
one of i£o(us's Daughters wefe Antiphos and A&tr, Both my 
edition^ of Roms 195^ and that of the Hid. Poet. Scriptore^ 
by pale, print the name of the latter J^Btn^- but 1 appreheod 
erion^oufly \ Menaccus, tSe father of Patroelus, being called by 
Homer the fon A^or, and Bachet de Meziriac, tn his excellent 
comment on Ovid's Epi^^^ft, having (hev/n that Patroelus was 
Great- OrartHfon to Vlyrmidon, the genealogy • (landing thus 
Mj^imidon; Acior, Mea^fjensy Patrocut>/ 
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IPHIGENIA IN AULIS,^ 175 

A C H I L L B S. 

Whom by my same her Sire 
DiAingttifh'd— 

CLYTEMNBSTRA. 

And from Argos bade her come. 

ACHII.LES. 

Bat by their clamoroas fliouts waa I fobdued. 

CLYTEMNBSTILA. 

The Molutude are a dire peft. 

ACHILLAS. 

In fpite 
Of tkeir refeatment T will aid thee ilill. 

C L TTEMNESTRA. 

How can your fingle arm refifl an hoft ? 

ACHlLLEa^ 

Sccft thou yon armed warriors ? 

CLYTEMKE5TRA. 

^ May fticcels 

Attend yoor courage I 

A C H X L L E »» 

We will yet prevail. 

C L Y T B M N £ S T R A. 

Shall not my Daughter for a vidim bleied i 

AC H I X. L £ S. 

To thi&'at leaft I never will confent. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Will any of them hither come to feize 
The virgin ? 

ACHILLES. 

Thoofa«ds, by UlyiTes led. 
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176 IPHIGENIA IN AULI^. 

CLYTI.MNE^TItA. 

The fon of Siiyphus ? ^ - 

A C* H X t L E 6. . 

E'en he. 

CLYT£MN£STRA. 

Thusaaing 
Thi;o' his own zeal, or by tKe troops ordain'd ? 

A c H I L t IC s. 

They chufe him to an ofHce which he fought; 

CLVTEMNBSTRA, 

Mod execrable choice, with human gore 
Tha» to pollute himfelf. 

ACHILLES. 

But I ihall curb 
His ardor. " . 

C L r..T.BM N E S T R A, 

Will he feize and drag her heoCt* 
Altho* reluftant ? - . 

AC H f L L E 8« 

By her a a burn hair. 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

How then muft I proceed ? 

A ^H 1 L L B S. 

Still firiply clafp 
Thy Daughter, 

CLTTEMNESTRA. 

By fuch means can (he be.fav'd ? 

A C H I L L E S» 

[38] This, and this only, muft at length decide. 

[j8] ** The literal tranfUtfon i^^But thi mnttfr 'will cpme to 
** /^/j— -\*rhich Achillea Qjcaks, eilhtr laying his hand on the 
** hilt of his fword, or caiVmg a look on the iblditrs thai attended 
*" him ready armed for an engasemeot." Barnes. 
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JPHiGExNTIA IN AULIS. 177 

I F H I G I I<t i A. 

Liflento me ; O mother, I perceive 
Thafrgrouodiefs zeal againti your hufl}and £res 
Your mmoit foal : but think not tt> attempt 
What Cj^nnot be atchier/d. The generous zeal 
Of this htiiroic ileanger, daimf our pratie ; 
Yet ought yod to beware left yo« excite 
The wraih of an angoverDabie hod. 
And by a condud whence to us accrues 
No benefit, our kind proCeflor caufe 
Toperiih. But, O IVIother, what i^efoWei 
I on deliberating more calmly form 
You DOW iiiall hear. I fully am refolv'd 
[39] Co death : but wiih. with glory to expire, 

bri frurooy's remarks fobjomed to tliU Tragedy ia his Thea- 
tre de« Crectk, and the Rt. Rev. Dr. Hurd, Billwp of Worccftpr, 
in hi« note on ^ fibi conftet** iff Horace's Art of Poetry, furniih 
defences of Iphlgenia^s chara6ler from the charge of inconfiftency 
prefened againft it by Ari(V>tle in his-Poetica, which it is fo eafy 
for the readier to have recourfe to, that iolUad of making any ek- 
trt& from them, I will lay before him much the fame argofnents 
exprefled with more brevity by a Critic of the (ixCeeoth contufy. 
** l^uripides it here fo far from deferving cenfure, that he ooght 
** rather to be extolled to the (kies for bis pradence : for if he 
** h^d reprefeoted iphigenia firm and intrepid, when thetidinga 
*' of her being to die were firft brought to ber, he would by ao 
*' means have obferved decorum, for he would have gWes ftt'ch 
** an inttance of valour in a maid as is hardly to be found in Re- 
** gqJu?, Codru'R, and the Decii.' ' Virgins are oaturalty timid^ 
**' and confider nothing a« more Bitter than death. Euripides 
** therefore does right in reprefenting Iphigenia as timid at firfl : 
* hat afterwards (he prefers the wesi P.f the Greeks to life itfelf. 
" What then ? the entreaties of her Father^ neceflity^ the prc- 
** fcrvation of her friends, and gbrv, »JI combined together, had 
** fuch laflcence over her." Fr. Luiflni, Utinends Comm. iq 
Hor. de Arte Poet f. 54 Ven. api Aldi fil. 1554. Mr. Mark- 
land,— in hia note, takes this matter in a dlft'erent point of view, 
andi^after expatiating on the inconfiftency of every character ia 
this Tragedy, Clytemtieltra alone excepted, infers that the wifett 
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iji iPH'IpENlA IN AV'U9^ 
And banifli all refeatment. , Ppnder w«ll 
Whether I fpeak" aright : to me all Greece 
Thro* its afreraWed:ftates with eager eyes 
Looks op, on me the fleet's -aufptcioas voyage^ 
On mc depends Troy's overthrow : no longer 
From happy Greece ftiall thefe Barbarianii rend 
Our nobieft macrons, but'with blood atone 
For Hclcn*s^pe,' the foal ofFencc of Paris; 
I, from thefe fkameful ontrages, by death ' 
Will refcue Greccfe, my name in ifuiureages 
Shall be renown \^ for having farM oiv oouncrf* 
Nor mufi I be-too much attached to lire ; 
For «s a common bleffing to each Greek, 
Not to yoorfelf alone, yoa gave me birib. 
With lifted ihicld Oiall Myriads ruih to battle. 
Shall Myriads ply the fweeping oar, t' avenge 
Their injarM country, ad with dauntle(« coura^^ 
Againft the ff>e, and perifh in the caufe 
;Of Greece ; while I^ to fave a finglc life, 
Thexn in their glorious enterprife obHru^' ? 
-O where were juftice then ! who couki reply 
To fttch an argumem ? I now proceed 
With one of equal force ; nor fliail this Chief 
For me encoan^er the whole Argive hoU, 
Nor madly perilh in a woman's caafe : 
For one fach l>rave man's life is of more worth 
Than females numbcrlefs : But if Diana 
Hath claim'd me as a vidiro at her fhriiie, 
{^all i, weaW Qiortal, thwar.c the wiii of Heaven ? 

of PotU IS iacitled to our appUofe for having exhibited, with a 
fnof^ai deiign, the great feviiy and irrefolatenefs of the haniao 
miod. Some years a^ i fecoUecl mteting with thefe obje£iiont 
of A'cii^otle revived in a book called *' Elcrneotj of Crlticifna»'* 
writlea bj Henry Horae,'Efq. Lord Kaimes, one of the Lorda 
of Sefiion in Scotland j but the arguments of the Stagyrite did 
hot feem, in their new foi fD, to carry with them any addition 4 
ftrengtb. 
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IPHIGENIA IN AULIS. 17$ 

That wert ittipoffiblc. I hdrt for Greece 
Yield nry felf tip f^Tontaneoaily : tranfprerce 
This bread, and lay, the towers of I))on Walte. 
Such, fiich (haH be mymontiineiits, tny children^' 
My noptia) rropbies, and my iaftidg fitM. ' 

Greeks o'er Barbarian Sii^vei ^ppl^ Rear rule. 
For thefe are abjetl Hayes,, thofe free-born fpirits. 

c H o *R tr s/ ^ 

Moil Boble is thy condii£k{. generous ttiaid> 
Tho' Fortune and Diana prove thy f|»ei. 

' A C H i L L 1 S". , , . 

Daughter of A game jnnon, were, the Gods 
Tiiclin'd to make me happy, they would crptvtt 
My vows with fuch a Confort." Greece I deem 
Happy in thee, and thee in Greece : for well 
Haft thou exprefs*d thyfelf,- and- as becomes 
Thy country, fi nee thou haH forborn to thwart 
The nji^htier.will of H^aven^ that bids tlree bleed^ 
Well weighing what Exalted virtue counfels, 
And what fcverc neceflity enjgiqs. 
More eagerly than ever, now I wi(h 
To gain thee for my Bride, now I have mark'd 
Thy generous foul, for thou art truly great. 
Yet, O reflea ! for ftiil would I redeem. 
Would bear thee hence to'Phchia, and appeal 
To my immortal Mother, to attell {mc 

What grief will rend this heart, fliould'ft thou forbid 
To fave thee by encountering Greece. ' O think. 
How terrible' i^^ ikath. 

I ? H I G E N f^A, 

Without rcfpefl 
To any, I tirefefcadments unfold. 
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tto IPHJGE,NIA IN Al?I,IS. 
Enough {40] already hath the Dame who fyrinj^t 
From Tyti/darus^ by her charms, the Woody ilrife 
fexcitcd. 1» my caufe thou ihalt not die, ' 
Nor U{t the fiaughteriag blade. If in my power, 
O le\ me fave iny country^ 

A € H I L I. S 8. 

''' Of thy-fex 
Thou moft btjroic, nougjit can X oly eft 
. If ifuch thy fteadfaft.purpofe, for thy views . 
Are noble. To 'what end fupprefs the truth ? 
But thou may^ft-yet repent. As an alTaritnce 
That I am ready to perform my promife ; 
This troop 1 near the d tar will arrange, 
Nor ftand a calm fpedacor, but proteft thee 
From being Aain : and haply when thou feeft > 
The lifted falchion, thou of my advice 
Wilt then avail thy fetf: n^r fiialt thou perifti 
Thro* thy imprudent ate^l ; for I will lead 
Thefe hardy warriors to Diana's temple. 
And in its precinds wait till thou arrive. 

Mxit AchUJes, 

I P H IG E N I A. 

Why» deajrd Mother, are thpfe eyelids moift 
With filent tears ? 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

I have fufEcient caufe 
To make me forrowfaL 

[40] For the attcrttion of «p%«» cxctllit, ii^o «fJt«i fti/Bcit, 
the reader is indebted to Hardion, the aciitenefs aftd ingenuity 
of whofe remarks on Euripides leave every admirer of the Tra- 
gic Bard the greateil cr.ufe to regret their Qotl>eing more nuine* 
rous. Sec Acad, dea FnaripC torn. vii. hift. p. 187. This cor- 
Teaion has been adopted by Reiflcius, Heath, Ma*'icUad) an^ 
Mofgrave; 
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iPHI^RNiA JN' AUL.I3.. i^&i 

.'.^.ro/-:r.. Yet, kh'dprift'-r " '"''. 

TsTor thus intimidate me, ni^^rykld' ' * 

To my rcqueiU- n ; .: :'. : . : ^ :> 

. . . C i ^ T E M N ,i S T R A 

.: : : ii../ .: .' . .vL v:.i .... v 

Say what requed thou meaa'H ? 
Thee, O mjf chilrf, i tocter <vill offend. 

t p H I c E.»-«I A* » 

Cat not thei flowing ringlets €f your hair. 
Nor put on farfale lobes.;; 

C t*"V'f'B MN E'S T'R' Ai ■ 

! • • • -Why f^cll^ft 'thou thus? 

When I have loft thee, cfught 1 lio^'tb'iliourn -* • ' 

'1 P H I 6 i W I* A. ^ ^ 

Me wUI ypij nev^-Jofe: for Lam iavV, 
And bright rfenownthro' me (hall you obtain.- 

,. . C X y T E Al rN| E,3 T ;R' A^' • * [ . - /, 

Yet, why didft thou affert that >Ith5^deatli 
Mttft not bewail ? , , 

1 tf^** -'IP H^l G E N I Ar , 

Becattfe o'er /ne no tomb 
! Shall be creded. . ' * 

' C L T T-£ n N E S T-R A* 

^'1 Is not death eflcem*d » 

: ■ A paffpof t merely to the fitent graved 

f * • ■ 
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rS2 IPHfG«NIA la AXJhlB. 

I P fif 6'BN l,A» : 

The [41] altar of DImis, fpning from Jove, 
Will feire me fori iiiQnumeiiu 

CLYTEMNBSTftA' 

To thee 
Ijield^ for thou, my Daoghter, well haft sfpoken. 

I P H I G S N ;I A. 

Happy myfelf, and to ray native land 
The greateft benefiidre6«. 

XJ-LY T BM M t S T « A. 

What beheft 
To thy lamenting Sifters Ihall 1 beari 

1 P, H, I C E K I A. 

Array theqi not in fable robes. . j . . 

C LOT T EM N BS T R A. 

But fend'fl thoB 
T^o fond remembrante to affiiage th^ir grief/ 

1 P H I G £ N I A. ^ 

Health to the Virgin) ! breed Oirefte^ up 
With a maternal tenderaeis, ; 

CLYTEMNESTRA. 

Embrace bim. 
For ye 'Iball meet no more. 

IPHIGBNIA.* 

Thofl, far as rcach'd 
Thy power, dear Brother, didft affift thy friends^^ 

[41] " Inhipcnia prophetically titters tfcis tenigfrii, the maan. 
** ing of v/W'ch i.s that flie (hall be borne awiy bj Diana to be 
*• tUe Prieflefs of her umplc in Tauria." Ercmo* . 
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fPHIGETNIA IN AULIS^ i3j 

C'L.' Y TIMSrSSTRA. 

C^n I do aught at Arges for thy/aite.? 

t V H I a B'N IlA^ 

Hate not my Sire» yoar Hufi>and. 

C I. YT 1 M N I 8 * It X, 

' There remabi- 
For himi a dreadful conAIA to Oftdiir^ 
Oa thy account. 

, f r HI O I K I A. 

Mod ioth he in the aufe ^ 
Of Greece, ^e^oted qie. . , , . 

ox Y T B M TT e ST K A* 

Ungenerous craft 
He ua'd, and &cb as ill be(eem-d the race 
Of Atreus, 

M> H X I N I A.. ' 

"Who wijl lead me to the altar,. 
Ere I am dragged by m> diihevell'd hair ? 

C L YT B M sr B8 T a Ji» 

Together will we go» 

1 P M I C N X A« 

The Gods foibid I 
You i^eak unwifely. 

Q LY T a M N E S T R' A. 

To thy robes Fll cHog* 

1 P HI G EN X a; " 

By me advis'd, fey here ; for^o my fame. 
And yourft, your abfepce willfar more conduce.^^ 
X.et one of thefe attendants on my Sire 
Condud me to Pifk^na-s facred mead» 
Where as a chgfen< vidlim I (hall falJ^. 
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1^4 IPHTGENIA IN AULLi 
Dcpartll thduv O-.my Chad ?. . ; . .. 

I P5H I G E » I Ai , 

-^.: ... Yfs,. thither bounder r 
Whence fate ordaias that I ftkll ^e'e^ return. 

CLTTBMNESTItA. 

Leaving thy: Mother ? 

I FH I G E N I A. 

' ^ 'T^iras a^doom, yoa fee,. 
Unmerited; 

c I y T « M *r B^ s T R A. * - ' 

'6cferi me not f ft'ay, ftfy. , 

. '," l.ji I? 1 GEN I A. 

I will not TuiFer you to fhed a tear. . 

E^it Cfytemncilrtii. 
But, O ye gcaUe Virgins,, in fweet notes 
My hat>lers fate recording, chacnt the praife 
Of Dian, Dau«:hter to imperial Jove. 
Thro* every rank,: comMaad thcOrocian hoft 
From inaufpicious language to abllain. 
"The cannifterf make re^dy, let the flames 
}Je kindled, to confume the faltcd'catcs 
Vs'd in Jaftrtrcibns : Let my Sire's right hanc^L 
The altar touch ; for e'en in death I brin^ 
Jlealth to my caun:rv, triumph to its arms. 
J.cad me to blaH the pride of Troy^ 
Braid the vidtorio^s wreath, and fpread 
Its vivid honours rotind my head ; ^, 
With tu(!ral drops btde^v the ground; 
In a wird dance of feftive joy 
iiurround'yon facreJ fane 5 furroundt 
The altar, ^nd-inxhoral lipain 
Q celebrate* Diana Vteigfi^: 
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Diana, Goddefs ever bleft. ' 

For I a vt^im Ihall expire; 

Since thus the Deflinies reqair^> 

FMlfitling at ny )ateft breath. 

While ftraggling wich the pangs 6f death,. 

Heaven's dread oracular beheH. 

e K o a u 8. 

. For thee our eyes in teari we fleep^ 
Majeftic Mother, doom'd to grieve : 
When Dian's temple fhall receive 
Her votive uain we tnufl not weep. 

' ' IP H.l'C E^N'I A* 

Ye blooming Virgins, lovely chair,- ' 
Unite to hymn Diana's praife, 
Por^Jiere, o'erJoakingChalcis,* blaase* 
Her aUar* ^^ here- with fruitlcfs ire 
Impatiehtof f«ch Iqng dielay . 
Reniains the Kofi in Auii? bay 
By me 3e<ain'i toy. natal Earth*, 
Thee I invokie^ PeJat^ia's (Irand, 
And fair JVJycene, whence my birth 
1 date, that lov'd a^'d happy land. 

^.Jafsio.'Ji:* .8. 
The walls thou A.ish^ft^idPcrfcus rcarj 
A^fled by the Cycles'- irt.. ; 

1 P H4 G. £N r A. 

From you, from yott, yei^ealms* moft dear; 
I-rofe, ta Greece a^checringJight ; , :. 
Nor Ihrinifcl ftom death^^HftA dart. *, • 



c if o k y s\ 
Thy .fan)§^:;il J!.ou;;jfh^ever bright; 



3 
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i86 rpfficrE;:NrrA* :pN' itucrs. 

I P-'H I. C ;£ N ^ A, . 

No m9re, thou blading lauip of daj^. 
No more, O Jovc'5 ejrhauftleft lire,' 
Shal] I behold thy ge;jiaJ cay. 
But in 6r other man (ions d\veH. 
Once niore, ere fleeting iift escpire, 
Farcwcl, Hyperion's beams,. Crewel, . :. 



C H O R V C 



See the triuixiphanc Virgin go, 
With mat^hieO prQwefs. to dedroj/ 
The faced battJeiwents^ of -Troy f '^ 
P'or her the luftta) Itfcam (hall flowr, • 
The braided W'fcaih Her front'cntwihtf;.. 
And foon with drops of:^crimfon gore. 
That iflue from her wobndfed breaft; . 
Shall ihe beiprinkle J^n*s fhrine:" ''_ 
Thy Father, in :Hii rfci»iyiing hands,. 
Suftairis the lavery SndF vori band^'. 
Eager to reachtlie 110(1119 ihore / 
Ot llion, and hi witls inveft, '' 
B\oe£t their Prinjcofsani the fane. 
Th* immortal Mard». wbo .fprings from Jovc^, 
Fair Artemis,, enthrlm'd above, . 
Let us invoke in -choral ftrain. 
The Grecian aTmam'erit to fpeed. 
Thoa> whoin- human vi^ln^s flain' * 
Delight'tt,, thripe aweful Queen,- the hdkr* 
Difmiis,' to ravage Piurvgia'acoaft^ : 
And lay Troy's per^ar*4 city low. 
May Agamemnon's arms beftc^w 
On Gfcece the vi'£t6r*s'enviedcroWn,/ 
j&nd tc the happy Monarcti gain, 
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rPHlGENTA IN' AULIS. 1I7: 
His [42] brows e&circling with renown » 
Trophies fyr ever to remain ! 

AT T E NO A NT [43J, CHORUS. 

A r t t » B A, H *» 

Daughtcrof Tyndard.s, from thefe doors with fpecd 
Come n>rth, O Clyremneftra, and attend 
To (he impprtant meilkge which 1 briftg. 

GLYTEMNESTRA, ATTEND ANT,.CH0RU5. 

C L Y. T JB >i N ^ S :T R-Ai 

Hewing yoorvoice, yet -trembling with difma}^^. 
Hijcher Lhafte, wretch that I iim, and dread . • ' 
That yovi'r my prefent forrowi to cftcreafe, - 
Are with^ more tidings fent of recent woe. ' 

AT Tl-wb ANT. ' 

Stfang^ iirkd itioik terrible acTcbuiics indeeki 
Arc thou; which of your Danghfer I would give.. 

[42] Baroes defends the 'Alda^ resriipg 9f T£?y» tuam, with' 
great appearance of reafon auaiplV.ScaUgei' •.but both Mr. Mark* 
land ADd De, Mafgrave inform us, that the rtrvanufcripts c6n ear- 
in cot, fu dm, according to th€ cofije€laFiit akefation of,ibat- 
able critic. 

[437 The c'ircumllance« of Clytemneftra-s coitiing fortli Irorn 
h^r a^artihtfns immediately onheariij* the' voi'ce of thfs"iierf#n 
-who feenas to-hsve been well kn^wii to h«j!s and his (trt,\tiir'ny 
n caHing her (^>fi ^crwon'i*, ** deii* Miftref*,'* indoce me to 
coiiftider hiniasthe Aged Attaociarlt, who on iK<: roarna^e of 
Clytcmnelh'a accompanied her from Sparta, and has reptatecily 
made hi* a{>jiear»ute in the courfe of the Tt»gc&y j the i'rinted 
editions call him A^yrXo.;,'" Mtffenger •," but Mr. Markland 
thinks hiiH not the lame with the MciTcngf r > ho co/Des in 
V. 414, and pro{x>rcJi adding hina to t>ie Dramilis Teifona: as a 
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C L Y T* £ M N E S T R A'i 

Dthj noc therefore, but this ihftant fpealc, 
A T T k ^ D'JL/Ts.y,/ ^ ■ -^ 

My lov'd and honoar'd Miftrefs, you ihali bear 
A mofl expUcittate :. thq. whole event 
iirflin«riie begiAniijg wiH I nov¥ recount,,, r 
If the confuSon of my .foiil affe£l no? ' .' ;^. ' 
My tongue,, ere the ffraagt l]jiftary IcQiip|[ii4er». " 
Soon as wereach'd the grove and flow *ry mead* 
Of DUa, where your Oaughtec^ was jcaodo^ed^ 
By a d^tachmfent of the Grecian troops. 
The hoft collected inftantly around : 
But Agamemrioii, fboli as- he beheld 
The yiVgin at. the facrcd grove arrive .^ ;[tOfnM 
Where .3ie was doom *d: to bleed« groaikd d:eepl}^♦ 
His head afide, then wept and veil'd hk^yeA- ;../; : 
Beneath hiu robe : <il6(« to her.Sirc ft?- Aood: . -j . 
And (aid, ^* My Father, I with joy attend 
" Thy lammons, freely &oni. my oatlve Iand».^ 
** *Aad for/a]J.,CJrecce devotc!myTclf to bleed .;/' _ 
** Condud me to tKeal'taf of the GfoddcfsV' " ' 
*' Becaufe Heaven's aweful voice hath thus rec[uir'd» 
** Thro'me may ye be bleft, thrb^'me obtain 
.** The giorious jjalm of conqueft, and returft ' 
** To your exulting. country. . 'touch'me not,. 
*' For i will bare my necic, refolv'd tbTail 
*' In, filence, awl with cpura^." Here (he ccas'd : 
*i.'he wondering crowd who heard her, prais'd thefpiric 
And. valour of the Maid. . Ta!i;hyJbi.u«.llood 
Amid th&.hoit,,and.mtndfal'Of his office, 
Bade th« w.hoie camp^ from-^eftch ilKomenM word 
Abftaining, with a filent awe-attend. 
[44] llpon'a golden caniller, then plac'd 

1*44^*;^ exprcflShg this wmd Kajrar'calathura by that of Cairif- 
ter iw i.VjjHfli, { have followci the example oi Dryden, v^ho ten* 
deri % '^ifs tibi Ulia flcriitecce fcrunC nymph* calathisy 
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rPHIGENIA IN A.DHS,! t^ 
Calcbas the Seer,. th& fwoid^v which hefirft drew,.. 
Then plungM again into its flleath« and crowm'd. .. 
With' braided flowers the lovely vi&imh head. • . 
^at round the altar of the GocUefs rdn . 
The Son of Peleas, in his hands he bore 
A canifler, and vafe with hiHral dreams, . ' 
Exclaiiniiig, ** O thoo Goddcfe of the chafe, ' >' 
*• Daughter of Jove, Diana, who pcrvad'it/. .: :. J 
<< With th^ refplended orb Che midnight glv^isi^ > 
" Accept this facri&ce 1 the Grecian hoft, 
** And Agamemnon on riliaftrioas King, ' 
** To thee devote thsi fpotlefs Virgin's blood: . : 
** Ortint an aufpicioos voyage to the fleet, \ \ ' 
'' And that our arms may level liion's tOwara»'' 

* *^ White- iaie« in full C«i>i fters they br lof ." ' : i : 
Whtt moneeticoaraget one to^do this, and indeed- fiiibfaggcllfdl' 
it to AC, it the artiale Ctaifter ia pr. Joholbo** Pi£tippary, 
yfher^ this Un^e is produced at ao ioftaiice of the Yror6*s ^nmnny 
figaiScacioQ. The reading of KoXtup laoiOcy is fup^tted by ih^ 
cdltioAs of Aldus, Baiil i$37« Barnes, Mt, MvrkUfld^.aiii;), ac- 
cording to Dr. Mut^rave, a cotrcarrenoe of ancient manuFcripts^ 
tife change of- wu^iv into fi|a^ir -occars ia th&Tecoild Bafil etfi-* 
tioD of i I (^44, and has heea copaed by . CMtemr aad Others y *it 
feema to have, originated from the La^i(^ verfioai under jth^ name 
of I>orotijeu8,C.»milltt8.Baril 1541, wher'e it ftand» V,yaginif r, 
i|w6«f ic- revived by Pierfon and Reiflciusy the. former in Ki« ofii- 
tomary ftrain. cal)? Barne's defence of ifu^i» inepta,' and f;c- 
^effes his reftorlxig What "is the genornc teJt, JbJ thic' Words ar- 
lipuit et xniruftr. ti4iinbrnas^8" explanitioii of LucrctiuafV fw- 
rura celart mifurtro.s L. i. v. ^i,. citfcd by Dr. MufgTttfc^' is, 
vagina tcauna c$iaditumqv»«: habere.. Dr. Mufgrav^, however, 
propoles reading oXw» tau^ii, intra itvolam falt'am, and abun- 
dantly proves from Homer and Ariftophanes that falted cakes 
^errboi^nean the cattifters of b54kets fiete fp^ken of: bnt the 
idea of bidifVg the fw^rd deftined' to piiferce the bofom of the 
Priocefs, by thi^^fting it into a cake, would very iil fwt the 
dignity of thefoeoe before us, and give it a ludicrous air, mone 
Kfeibbling DaagCElield's naeal-iuU plot) than the faai5cp «f. 
Iphigjaia.. ' 



Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



»93 IPHIG-EWrA rN.'AirtJSi- 
But^ HiciiLg onthe gr4^urid their RecUaft tyts. 
Both Aureus' ions, and :eveiy wairior (Loodf 
The Piieft now (eiz'^ the f&lchian, to the Gods 
His prayers addreii*xi^ xfid mark'd the irtrgia's nssck 
Where beiV to Ibike; -' I;feit bo commoa pasg, 
And ftood wkh eyes^fk^Tiretted to earth » 
Wheiu' lo,. a mirade I aU heard the ftrobe ^ . 
Bat how.xhevirgift.v«ni&'d> whither wen t^ 
Co^mo ms^pk compfe'hdid. Loudly >t he Frbifl. 
And the whote hoftcried our^ vhea.tliex behe?4v 
Sent by Tome God^ a phafttom fIrangB a^d wbadtQUi : 
Scarce could the^ credit wh^t their tyt% furvey'4. - 
A gafping H:nd:lay fttetchVi dpbn the gronidv 

Of \\it moSt bsauteotts 4nd majeftic foim f 

The altar of Diana with her gore 
Was fprinklcd. plantaoufly/ O vhinfe what joy 
Calthas then felt i- ^*^ Ye valiani chielt,'' he ened, 
'♦« Of t,He confederate Greciati hoft, obftrte jft 
''^* This victim, which ih^ Goddef* ro her altar 
' ^ Hath brdoght.a Hmd on thefleep mountains bred h 
f' T^il.tp the Maid^i^, fcft iliafttioi^ bload 
V PoiliaUB hpr fiirinetpref^rif accepts our homafe, 
- ^ Will grant a ptofpeT'ous voyage, and our Acet 
•• Waft to the Ihorcs of Mkm : let fre(h>c€mi*gc 
" Each failor warni,. repair ye to your barlts j 
*^^ This.day the 'Wits of Aulis Ihallweieave, 
*^ Uornie on our paif&ge croffs the iEgean deep/* * 
. Soonas.tbe fiame Vukanian had cenfum'd 
. Thaftihftitoted vidim., that the troops 
Vi^Ofiott^ to their country might return [45} 

! Us] By rendeting fo;», tr^jeaom, Infield of sed^vq^ (with 
the other verfions, Mn4 co»fbrm«b)y to the mpfe obviiitas mou- 
tng of the word), Mr. Mtrkland I apprehend grettly weakens 
thU palTige. Calchas has ju(t been foretelliog t profpeobix 
: voyage, a ad therefore to defcribe him immc^^tely after a& 
^^rr/jf praying for tkat^ would be »a infipld taatol<<gy« J&ut \m 
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\ 

rJi' tnteV 
He telh.ks'v 

3orne to eel 




What God'Kath ftom 

Shall I invoke thee, w; 

3ut is not this a fpeciou ^ 

Merely that I no longer may « 

Thy fate? V 



DUS «K 

rcr xnayV 




■prophetic ikill ceafed wUh foreteUiftg tSie < 
the prayer which enfues, like that of "Homer's 
half of his friend Patroclns, and Aruns's patriam, r& 
glorius urbem in Virgil, muft neceiTanly turn the tl ,,^^ 
the reader to the atMror n;%u» of the Creci«n forces prcdiaecTDy^ 
Cafljindr* in /Lycophron, and leare a very ftrong iroprcfllon of 
Bie!ancho!y on his mind, from the knowledge he has that the 
iow« h^e offering up proved io t great meafure ineffe^ntl. 
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